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A Tribute to Dick Gregory: The Comedian 
& Activist for ‘Fighting the Good Fight’

Tributes were quick to pour in Saturday night for Dick Gregory, the groundbreaking comedian and civil rights activist who died in Washington, D.C. at the age of 
84. The world lost a real one Saturday (Aug. 19), as activist and comedian, Dick Gregory passed away at the age of 84. The witty, unapologetic comedian broke 
barriers in the 1960s, performing in white clubs when that was nearly unheard of. He would go on to appear on television, record successful comedy albums and 
inspire a legion of Black comedians who followed in his footsteps. He was also a man of the people, and was involved in the Civil Rights movement. His son Chris-
tian Gregory confirmed the passing on social media. “The family appreciates the outpouring of support and love, and respectfully asks for their privacy as they 
grieve during this very difficult time,” Gregory said. “More details will be released over the nex t few days.”                                                                     .....See page 2

Peters Honored as 
Legislator of the 
Year by Vietnam  
Veterans of America
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8th Annual Lakeside 
Homes Picnic & Reunion

Beaudette Park (Mill Dam), Pontiac, MI
August 26, 2017  10 am to 6 pm

Pontiac Looks To Its 
Bicentennial 2018

Black Restaurant 
Week Debuts Across 
Metro Detroit

IT ’S OFFICIAL! GOVERNOR  
SNYDER SIGNS FINAL DOCUMENT 
TO RELEASE PONTIAC FROM STATE 
OF OVERSIGHT
Pontiac exits receivership, state oversight 
ended on Tuesday, August 1, 2017

Oldest House in Pontiac

L. Brooks Patterson 
Releases Statement 
On Fifth Anniversary 
Of Crash

10TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY
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“On behalf of The Pontiac News and my Family, I want to acknowledge and pay  
tribute to The Great Dick Gregory for the outstanding contribution that he has made to  
humanity over the past 9 decades.  We also pay homage to a local unsung hero and family friend  
William “Kitty Cat” Hollis (A Man With A Big Heart).  Both of these individuals made a 
 positive impact on my life….. May they both rest in Peace!”
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A Tribute to Dick Gregory: The Comedian & 
Activist for ‘Fighting the Good Fight’

“As I approach my 85th revolution 
around the sun this year, I wonder why 
has it been so dif ficult for humankind 
to be kind. So dif ficult to be loving and 
lovable. For my militant brothers and 
sisters, please don’t misconstrue lov-
ing and lovable to be weak or submis-
sive. Love will always be triumphant 
over hate. I know I will not be here 
forever, nor do I desire to be. I have 
seen progress like most cannot appreci-
ate because they were not there to bear 
witness. I dedicated my life to the move-
ment. By doing so, I never thought I’d 
still be here. So many of  my friends 
are not here. They were cut down by a 
system of  hatred and evil. If  they were 
here, they’d see the progress that I see. 
The reality is far from perfect, but pro-
foundly better than what daily reality 
was for my generation. Young folks if  
you are wise you would talk less and 
spend more time listening to the elders 
who saw evil up front and personal ev-
er yday. #howlong I’ve been asking this 
question for over 40 years! How long 

before we realize our Universal God 
given potential? We have made immea-
surable progress that cannot be debat-
ed. That said, we still have a long way 
to go. I have no desire to see this all 
the way through, the dreams I dreamed 
about 60 years ago have definitively 
been realized. To the young folks of  
all ethnicities I say #staywoke not as a 
catchphrase but as a lifestyle. Most of  
the things that are killing us are in our 
minds and our daily routines. The way 
we think, the “food” we eat and the 
water we drink or so often don’t drink. 
While so many go out and protest the 
small evils, the big evils are ever present 
and welcomed into our homes. From the 
top to bottom of  my heart I say #stay-
woke  Love you to life, Dick Gregor y”
~ by Dick Gregor y March 26, 2017
A native of  St. Louis, Missouri, 
Gregory got his start as a stand-
up comedian after serving in the 
military during the mid 1950s. 
He moved to Chicago to perform 
comedy professionally and would 
become part of  a new genera-
tion of  black comedians that in-
cluded Nipsey Russell, Bill Cosby, 
and Godfrey Cambridge. In 1958, 
he opened a night club called the 
Apex Club. The club eventually 
closed and a year later he worked 
as the masters of  ceremonies at 

the Roberts Shaw Club.

With his satirical and audacious 
comedy style, he continuous-
ly pushed the envelope with his 
material and performed primar-
ily in small black-owned clubs 
while working as a postal work-
er. While performing at the Rob-
erts Shaw Club in 1961, he caught 
the eye of  Hugh Hefner. It was 
then when he received his big 
break and landed a gig at the Play-
boy Club in downtown Chicago. 
He would soon become one of  
the first black comedians to gain 
acclaim for performing for white 
audiences.

Gregory was invited to perform 
on The Tonight Starring Jack Paar 
— but he responded to the in-
vite by saying he wouldn’t go on 
unless he was able to sit on the 
couch after his routine. He be-
came the first black performer in-
vited to sit and talk with the host 
on air after his performance.

In 1964, he penned a book titled 
Nigger which was one of  many 
books he would write. The auto-
biography followed his impover-
ished childhood and the racism he 
experienced. 

.....See GREGORY page 12
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Oakland County Sheriff 
Police Athletic League (PAL)

Fall Season Starts September 11th 

Register your child in a PAL league today!
www.sheriffpal.com

248-858-0775

Basketball                 • Flag Football (6-8 grade)  
Cheer/Dance/Tumbling 444

The purpose of the Michigan Health and Wellness 4 x 4 Coalition Initiative is to implement Michigan’s priority strategies to improve health and reduce obesity by creating healthier communities, 
expanding prevention activities and empowering people to make healthy choices and adopt health as a core personal value. The expected outcomes include changes in weight status and improvements 
in healthy eating and physical activity.

Coaches & Volunteers Wanted! 
For additional information email: 

sheriffpal@gmail.com

(ages 9-15) (6-8 grade)

(ages 4-14)



4

THE PONTIAC NEWS • VOLUME 7 - ISSUE 3

Oakland Schools 
Recognized with 
National  
Accredidation
Oakland Schools has again 
achieved accreditation from Ad-
vanceED, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that conducts rigorous on-
site external reviews of  both local 
school districts and educational 
service agencies.

Oakland Schools received high 
marks in all three categories: 
teaching/learning impact, leader-
ship capacity and resource utiliza-
tion.

Going through the accreditation 
process gives us an opportuni-
ty to really open doors and have 
our systems and practices rigor-
ously reviewed,” said Dr. Wanda 
Cook-Robinson, superintendent 
of  Oakland Schools. “Being ac-
credited by a prestigious organi-
zation such as AdvanceED proves 
Oakland Schools continues on a 
successful momentum.”

Five people from AdvanceED’s 
Board of  Trustees toured Oak-
land Schools and several of  its fa-
cilities April 23-26. The accredi-
tation was approved this summer 
and Oakland Schools will official-
ly be recognized at a ceremony in 
October.

“We are thrilled about earning 
this accreditation,” said Dr. The-
resa Rich, president of  Oakland 
Schools Board of  Education. “We 
will use the feedback to contin-
ue to develop services that will be 
helpful to our districts.”

AdvanceED conducts the accred-
itation every five years - the first 
time doing so in 2012, when Oak-
land Schools last received the des-
ignation. The next round of  ac-
creditation will take place in 2022
About Oakland Schools - Oakland Schools 
is a regional service agency that of fers support 
services to school personnel which are best de-
scribed regionally and provide cost, size and 
quality advantages to those we serve. Oakland 
Schools is an autonomous, tax-supported pub-
lic school district governed by Michigan Gener-
al School Laws and is one of  56 intermediate 
schools districts (ISDs) established in Michi-
gan in 1962.

248.467.6845 | Committee@RandolphRCarter.com | www.RandolphRCarter.com  
Paid for by CTE Randy Carter  #94938 

86 W. Yale Avenue Pontiac, Michigan  48340 
 

Randolph Randy Carter 
Randy Carter is a Pontiac native with incredible love for his city. Randy’s history as a mentor started at the age 
of 20 with the untimely death of his mother. Randy was going to school at GMI when he got word of his 
mother’s death. He put his education on hold to return to Pontiac and raise his young brothers and sisters to 
adulthood.   

Randy continued his career at General Motors for 37 years working as a 
Senior Engineering Analyst.  In 2010, Randy retired from General Motors, 
however, his love for his city was unwavering.  Randy’s passion for keeping 
District 4 clean and safe for children garnered him a coveted award from 
the Friends of Pontiac Parks.  Randy works hard for his residents and the 
city of Pontiac. He is the liaison to Pontiac School District where he 
frequently attend events supporting our children!  

The residents of District 4 stand behind our candidate of choice,                

Pontiac City Councilman Randy Carter! 

   Randy will continue to keep District 4 safe! 
   Randy will continue to remove blight and graffiti! 
   Randy will continue to fight to keep our taxes low! 
   Randy will reduce apathy by keeping us informed!  
   Randy will continue to protect the rights of his residents! 

 

RE-ELECT RANDY CARTER 

PONTIAC CITY COUNCILMAN FOR OUR DISTRICT – DISTRICT 4 
248.467.6845 | Committee@RandolphRCarter.com | www.RandolphRCarter.com  

Donated by CTE Randy Carter  #94938 
86 W. Yale Avenue Pontiac, Michigan  48340 

 

City Councilman Randy Carter is: 

 A fighter 
 Reliable 
 Dependable 
 Caring 
 Honest 
 Committed to his 

residents 

The Carter Plan 

D E N T A L  A R T S  C O M P A N Y
Dentistr y by

A beautiful  smile takes more than just brushing!

Jeff Martin, D.D.S.A.
91 N. Saginaw

Pontiac, Michigan 48342

Affordable Family Dental Care

(248) 332-4240
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WHAT ’S HAPPENING IN OAKLAND COUNT Y
Oakland County Health Division Urges Protection From Hepatitis A
Oakland County Health Division 
reports eight new cases of  Hep-
atitis A in the last week associat-
ed primarily with the Farmington 
Hills area. The Health Division 
has not yet identified a source, 
but is investigating potential com-
mon factors such as contaminated 
food, sick individuals, travel, and 
healthcare exposure.

“These new cases serve as a vital 
reminder of  why it is critical to 
get vaccinated,” said Leigh-Anne 
Stafford, health officer for Oak-
land County. “The Health Divi-
sion urges all residents, food han-
dlers, and healthcare providers to 
get the Hepatitis A vaccine and to 
wash hands thoroughly. Ill food 
workers and health care workers 
are encouraged to stay home from 
work, seek medical attention, and 
report their illness to their em-
ployer.”

Dr. Pamela Hackert, medical di-
rector for Oakland County Health 
Division said, “The virus is shed 
in feces and is most common-
ly spread from person to person 
by contaminated hands. In addi-
tion to vaccination, good hygiene, 
proper sanitation of  surfaces, and 
proper food preparation are keys 
in preventing this contagious dis-
ease.”

Hepatitis A is an infection of  
the liver caused by a virus and 
is a vaccine-preventable disease. 
Symptoms of  Hepatitis A include 
sudden abdominal pain, fatigue, 
diarrhea, nausea, headache, dark 
urine, and vomiting followed by 
yellowing of  the skin and eyes. 
Symptoms may appear from two 
to six weeks after exposure, with 
the average time being about one 
month. In rare cases, those with 
a pre-existing severe illness or a 
compromised immune system can 
progress to liver failure. Individ-
uals are advised to contact their 
doctor if  they have a sudden on-
set of  any symptoms.

To reduce the risk of  contracting 
Hepatitis A:

Wash hands frequently, especially 
after using the bathroom, chang-
ing diapers, and before preparing 
and eating food. Rub hands vig-
orously with soap and warm run-
ning water for at least 20 seconds. 
Handwashing is essential and one 
of  the most effective ways to pre-
vent the spread of  infection.

Clean and disinfect all surface ar-
eas if  someone in the household 
or workplace has symptoms, espe-
cially areas such as toilets, sinks, 
trashcans, doorknobs and faucet 
handles.

Do not prepare food if  you have 
symptoms and refrain from food 
preparation for at least three days 
after symptoms have ended, or 
two weeks after onset of  clinical 
symptoms, whichever is longer.

Get the Hepatitis A vaccine.

The Hepatitis A vaccine is avail-
able through some health provid-
ers, CVS Minute Clinics, Oakland 
County Health Division offices in 
Southfield and Pontiac, and many 

pharmacies. Call ahead to ensure 
your health care provider or phar-
macy has the vaccine available.

Health Division offices are locat-
ed at the following addresses: 

North Oakland Health Center, 
1200 N. Telegraph Road, Building 
34 East, Pontiac

South Oakland Health Center, 
27725 Greenfield Road, South-
field

For more information about Hep-
atitis A, visit www.oakgov.com/
health or call Nurse on Call at 
800-848-5533, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

For up-to-date public health in-
formation, follow @publi-
chealthOC on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Pinterest.

FOR MEDIA INQUIRIES 
ONLY: Please contact Leigh-
Anne Stafford, health officer for 
the Oakland County Health Divi-
sion, at 248-858-1410

L. Brooks Patterson 
Releases Statement 
On Fifth Anniversary 
Of Crash

L. Brooks Patterson

Thursday, Aug. 10 marked the fifth 
anniversary of  the tragic accident 
that injured Oakland County Ex-
ecutive L. Brooks Patterson and 
his security officer James Cram 
at Opdyke and Walton in Auburn 
Hills. Another driver caused the 
collision that paralyzed Cram and 
broke many of  Patterson’s bones 
by turning in front of  their ve-
hicle on a blinking yellow light. 
That driver pleaded guilty to fail-
ing to yield. Patterson reflected 
on his subsequent stay at McLar-
en Hospital in Pontiac and his re-
covery since:

“Back in 2012, the great doctors 
at McLaren Hospital told me, 
‘Brooks, we got you to the five 
yard line; prayers will get you the 
rest of  the way.’ Five years later, 
as my recovery continues, I’d like 
to thank everyone who sent cards 
of  encouragement, prayed for me, 
and supported me through one 
of  the greatest challenges of  my 
life. As for Jimmy, please continue 
praying for him.”

Patterson will marked the occa-
sion Thursday, August 10 with 
a day-long private visit with Mr. 
Cram. 
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Free or Low-Cost Business Classes Offered at the Oakland County One Stop Shop Business Center
August/September

Waterford, Michigan – Business owners and aspir-
ing entrepreneurs who are looking for assistance 
are encouraged to attend high-value, low-or no-
cost business workshops offered by the experts at 
the Oakland County One Stop Shop Business Cen-
ter.

Unless otherwise noted, all programs are held at 
the Oakland County Executive Office Building Con-
ference Center, 2100 Pontiac Lake Road, west of 
Telegraph, in Waterford. For pre-registration and 
a location map, visit www.AdvantageOakland.
com/businessworkshops or call 248- 858-0783.

FAug. 3 | 9-11:30 a.m.

Sept. 7 | 9-11:30 a.m.

Thinking about starting a business? This workshop 
is designed for individuals who are at the be-
ginning stages of starting a business. This work-
shop will help aspiring entrepreneurs assess their 
abilities to lead and manage a company as well 
as evaluate market and sales potential for their 
products and services. Topics like startup costs, fi-
nancing options and business planning are intro-
duced, along with the necessary steps to getting 
started. If you are ready to start your business this 
workshop is for you.

Cost: No charge | Registration Required

CEED Lending Small Business Loan Orienta-
tion

Aug. 9 | 9-11 a.m.

Sept. 13 | 9-11 a.m.

Have a need for alternative financing for your 
business? Is your business located in Oakland 
County? Consider learning more about the CEED 
Lending Small Business Loan Program. Discover 
the requirements and processes necessary to ap-
ply for and obtain a small business loan. If you are 
interested in alternative financing for your Oak-
land County small business, then the CEED Lend-
ing

Small Business Orientation is for you. CEED Lend-
ing is an initiative of the Great Lakes Women’s 
Business Council.

Cost: No charge | Registration Required

Team SBA Financing Roundtable

Aug. 29 | 9 a.m.-noon

Need the inside scoop on how to obtain a business 
loan? Attend the Team SBA Financing Roundtable 
to find out how banks evaluate your application. 
Learn how to improve your chances for a business 
loan and how SBA loan guarantee programs can 
help you get financing. This workshop is best suit-
ed to those with good credit, a solid business idea 
and funds of their own to invest in the business. If 
you want to improve your chances of obtaining a 
business loan, then this workshop is for you.

Note: Because the SBA does not provide loan guar-
antees to real estate investment firms, including 
purchasing and rehabbing houses for resale, this 
type of financing is not discussed at the round-
table.

Cost: Free | Registration Required

Market Research Basics

Aug. 31 | 9-11:30 a.m.

Ready to grow your business? Our Market Research 
Basics workshop helps you discover ways to find 
your ideal customers, identify your competitors, 
perform competitive analysis, identify new site 
locations, target direct mail campaigns, reveal 
untapped markets and expand to new and appro-
priate markets. If you are ready to grow your busi-
ness, the Market Research Basics workshop is for 
you.

Cost: No charge | Registration Required

September Workshops

Women’s Business Enterprise Certification 
Orientation ( WBE)

Sept. 21 | 9-11 a.m.

Attention Women Entrepreneurs: Consider be-
coming a Certified Women Owned Business. Learn 
about the process and benefits of joining the 
Women’s Business Enterprise (WBE). WBE certifi-
cation benefits include access to procurement op-
portunities with major national companies who 
are looking to do business with women- and mi-
nority-owned companies. If you are ready to take 
your women-owned business to the next level, 
this workshop is for you.

Cost: $25 per person | Registration Required

Avoiding Costly Real Estate Mistakes

Sept. 21 | 9-10:30 a.m.

Did you know your lease for commercial space 
could be time bomb waiting to explode? When 
looking for commercial space most people focus 
on the base rent not realizing terms in the lease 

could cost them even more. Office, industrial and 
retail leases have different ways of charging for 
expenses. Are you signing a pure gross lease or 
not? Do you have a relocation clause in your lease? 
What does that mean and why should you care?

Lynn Drake, president and founder of Compass 
Commercial, LLC discusses “Avoiding Costly Real 
Estate Mistakes”

Cost: $20 per person | Registration Required

Walk-in Start Up Thursdays in Waterford and 
Novi

WalkIn-StartUp Small Business Counseling

Aug. 3 | 9:30 a.m. – Noon | 1:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 7 | 9:30 a.m. – Noon | 1:30 – 4:30 p.m.

In Waterford: One Stop Shop Business Center, 2100 
Pontiac Lake Road, Waterford

In Novi: Novi Civic Center - Community Develop-
ment Center Room, 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi

Whether you opened a business or you’re thinking 
about it, the Oakland County One Stop Shop Busi-
ness Center has resources to help you. We can pro-
vide you with confidential small business

counseling. You receive one-on-one advice from 
an experienced business consultant – with no ap-
pointment necessary. Consultants offer direct an-
swers to your questions about startups, suggest

next steps and provide guidance on business plan-
ning tools. These high value services are offered 
at no charge to you. Walk-in sessions are available 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Each session is 
limited to 15 minutes.

Peters Honored as Legislator of the Year by Vietnam Veterans of America
WASHINGTON, DC - U.S. Sen-
ator Gary Peters (MI) today was 
recognized by the Vietnam Veter-
ans of  America as a Legislator of  
the Year and delivered remarks at 
the organization’s annual nation-
al convention. Peters was recog-
nized for his efforts to pass bipar-
tisan legislation to help veterans 
who may have been erroneously 
given a less than honorable dis-
charge from the military due to 
negative behavior resulting from 
mental traumas such as post-trau-
matic stress disorder (PTSD) or 
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI). Pe-
ters, a former Lt. Commander in 
the U.S. Navy Reserve and a mem-
ber of  the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, introduced the Fair-
ness for Veterans legislation in 
2015, and it was signed into law 
as part of  the National Defense 
Authorization Act in December 
2016.

“Advocates from the Vietnam 
Veterans of  America working to-

gether with Iraq and Afghanistan 
veterans first brought this issue 
to my attention, and their sup-
port and hard work helped en-
sure that this important provision 
was signed into law,” said Sena-
tor Peters. “No veteran suffer-
ing from the invisible wounds of  
war should lose access to benefits 
they’ve earned through their ser-
vice, and I’m proud that we were 
able to work together to pass this 
legislation and keep America’s 
promise to our veterans by ensur-
ing they have the support needed 
as they transition to civilian life.”

“The lasting legacy of  Vietnam 
veterans has been their steadfast 
commitment and service to our 
country and to their fellow vet-
erans,” continued Senator Peters. 
“I am humbled and honored to be 
recognized by the Vietnam Veter-
ans of  America, and I look for-
ward to continuing to work with 
this incredible organization to en-
sure that every veteran is treated 

with the respect and honor they 
have earned.” 

“Vietnam Veterans of  Ameri-
ca is proud to recognize Sena-
tor Gary Peters as Legislator of  
the Year,” said John Rowan, Viet-
nam Veterans of  America Nation-
al President. “Senator Peters, who 
served in the U.S. Navy Reserve 
and rose to the rank of  Lt. Com-
mander, continues to lead in the 
fight for justice on behalf  of  all 
veterans. His effort to pass the 
Fairness for Veterans Act in the 
United States Senate offers hope 
to those veterans discharged by 
the military with less-than-hon-
orable discharges and without 
due process.” A less than honor-
able discharge, or bad paper dis-
charge, is often given for instanc-
es of  minor misconduct such as 
being late to formation and miss-
ing appointments – behavior that 
can be seen in those suffering 
from PTSD, TBI, and other trau-
ma-related conditions. A less than 

honorable discharge renders ser-
vicemembers ineligible for cer-
tain benefits, including Post-9/11 
G.I. Bill educational benefits and 
Department of  Veterans Affairs 
(VA) home loans. Peters’ provi-
sion codifies principles laid out in 
a 2014 memo by then-U.S. Secre-
tary of  Defense Chuck Hagel to 
give liberal consideration to peti-
tions for changes in discharge sta-
tus to honorable if  the service-
member has been diagnosed with 
PTSD, TBI or related conditions 
in connection with their military 
service. Additionally, the amend-
ment extends the policy to PTSD 
or TBI that is related to military 
sexual trauma. Peters volunteered 
for the U.S. Navy Reserve at age 
34, where he earned a Seabee 
Combat Warfare Specialist des-
ignation and rose to the rank of  
Lieutenant Commander. After the 
September 11th terrorist attacks 
on our country, he volunteered 
again for drilling status.
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The state’s Treasury Department 
has agreed to release Pontiac from 
its receivership status, official-
ly ending more than eight years 
of  state oversight on the city’s fi-
nances. Michigan Treasurer Nick 
Khouri announced on Tuesday, 
Aug. 1 that the Pontiac Receiver-
ship Transition Advisory Board 
would be dissolved and that ef-
fective immediately, city officials 
would once again have full power 
over Pontiac’s internal operations 
and finances. Since 2016, when 
most of  the city’s spending power 
was returned by the board, all ex-
penditures over $10,000 required 
the advisory board’s approval. 

Lincoln Park in Wayne County 
was also released from receiver-
ship on Tuesday, August 1. Gov. 
Rick Snyder stated that the end 
of  receivership marks a new day 
for both communities. “Under the 
guidance of  the RTABs, both Lin-
coln Park and Pontiac have made 
significant progress to right their 
finances and build solid, fiscal 
foundations for their communi-
ties,” Snyder said in a statement. 
“This is a great achievement for 
the cities and demonstrates that 
through collaboration and focus-
ing on economic development, 
this system can work to ensure 
a more stable, prosperous future 
and better quality of  life for all 
Michiganders.” 

Since 2009, Pontiac has slashed 
its long-term debt from over $45 
million to approximately $8.2 mil-
lion, according to the Treasury 
Department. At the end of  fis-
cal-year 2016, Pontiac ended with 
a general fund balance of  $14 mil-
lion, retaining $5.6 million more 
than originally projected. Another 
factor considered by the treasury 
was Pontiac’s blight remediation 
programs. About 677 blighted 
residential properties have been 
demolished in Pontiac since 2012, 
mostly through the use of  the 
federal Community Development 
Block Grant program. More eco-
nomic development opportunities 
in the city was another key factor 

according to the treasury. 

Downtown Pontiac has seen ma-
jor economic activity over the 
past year, including the opening 
of  the newly renovated histor-
ic Flagstar Strand Theatre for the 
Performing Arts, the renovation 
and increasing occupancy of  the 

historic Riker Building on Huron 
Street, the addition of  two new 
breweries, tech startups, a vintage 
resale shop, a real estate firm and 
a small art theater currently in the 
works on Saginaw Street. 

Here’s a timeline of  Pontiac’s 
state oversight:  

• July, 2007: Mayor of  Pontiac re-
quests preliminary review of  city 
finances 

• August, 2007: Financial Review 
Team establishes financial emer-
gency exists 

• June, 2008: Pontiac enters into 
consent agreement with the state 

• February, 2009: Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm informs the city it has 
failed to abide by the terms of  the 
consent agreement 

• March, 2009: Emergency man-
ager instated 

• August, 2013: Emergency man-
ager removed, Receivership Tran-
sition Advisory Board appointed 

• March, 2016: Advisory board 
meets on “as needed” basis, some 
financial control returned to Pon-
tiac 

• August, 2017: Pontiac officially 
removed from receivership status. 

Governer Snyder’s Final Removal 
From State Receivership Prompt-
ed by RTAB Vote Today 

Thursday, July 27, 2017 Four days 
after the RTAB (Receivership 
Transition Advisory Board) voted 
to recommend termination of  re-
ceivership, Governor Snyder has 
signed the order which will com-
pletely remove Pontiac from state 
oversight. 

This is a land-
mark achieve-
ment for the City. 
Effectively, the 
Governor’s order 
will end Ponti-
ac’s long journey 
through the fi-
nancial crisis and 
recovery that be-
gan almost ten 
years from be-

fore this date. It was on July 31st, 
that the Department of  Treasury 
commenced a preliminary review 
of  the city’s finances to determine 
whether or not a serious financial 
problem existed. Their review led 
to a finding by the Finance Re-
covery Team that a serious finan-
cial problem existed. Subsequent-
ly, Governor Jennifer Granholm 
appointed the first Emergency 
Manager in March 2009 and who 
was followed by two subsequent 
Emergency Managers over the 
next nine years. On August 19, 
2013, the financial emergency was 
declared rectified and the Receiv-
ership Transition Advisory Board 
(RTAB) was appointed by the 
Governor on August 19, 2013 to 
oversee the city’s transition back 
to local control and was approved 
by the RTAB today.

 In a statement made by Mayor 
Deirdre Waterman after the 4-0 
RTAB vote at the Special Meet-
ing, she noted that their recom-
mendation signified that this vic-
tory, that the City had achieved by 
emerging from crisis and stabiliz-
ing its financial recovery. “Your 
unanimous vote of  recommen-
dation to the Governor to com-
pletely end Pontiac’s Receiver-
ship, is a significant moment in 
Pontiac’s history and for the cit-
izens of  Pontiac. Since the initial 

review by the Financial Review 
Team in 2007, it has been a long 
and arduous journey for the City 
to come through. But today it is 
clear we have made much prog-
ress in not only fiscally sound, not 
only with economic progress but 
also with the potential now to ful-
fill the hopes and aspirations of  
our citizens. I feel this is indeed 
an achievement for all the citizens 
of  Pontiac, including all the peo-
ple who have come together to get 
to this moment -- the elected of-
ficials; all the representatives, all 
the neighborhood groups, all the 
civic organizations, all the people 
who believed in Pontiac’s ability 
to be resilient and resurgent.” 

Comments from the Board: Mr. 
Keith Sawdon, “I just want to con-
gratulate the Mayor and staff  and 
of  course City Council for work-
ing hard to get to this point. I was 
reminded today that it’s been four 
years since the Board has been 
formed and it’s been hard work, 
but we got here and I’m dou-
bly proud of  the work that we’ve 
done.” 

Mr. Robert Burgess stated “I too 
would like to congratulate the 
Mayor, the Council and the cit-
izens as well, for getting to this 
point. I know that it won’t be easy 
going forward, but I think you’re 
in good hands 4 and you will do 
the things that you need to do in 
order to make Pontiac a success-
ful municipality. Thank you” 

Mr. Edward Koryzno, RTAB 
Chairman, said “I also would like 
to commend the Mayor and City 
Council for making the significant 
progress in improving the City’s 
financial condition. The residents 
should be very thankful for lead-
ership that’s been exercised in the 
last four years.” 

Once approved by Governor Sny-
der, all of  the financial orders 
left by the Emergency Manager 
will remain in place for one year, 
during which the RTAB will be 
dismissed. 

.....See OVERSIGHT page 13

IT ’S OFFICIAL! GOVERNOR SNYDER SIGNS FINAL DOCUMENT TO RELEASE PONTIAC FROM STATE 
OF OVERSIGHT: Pontiac exits receivership, state oversight ended on Tuesday, August 1, 2017
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He also went on to appear in his 
first feature, Sweet Love, Bitter, a 
story based on the life of  Charlie 
“Bird” Parker

In addition to being a contro-
versial stand-up comedian at the 
time, Gregory was very active in 
the civil rights movement. He was 
deeply involved in activism against 
the Vietnam War, economic re-
form, and anti-drug issues. He ran 
for mayor of  Chicago in 1967 and 
lost against Richard J. Daley, but 
continued to be involved in elec-
toral politics which included a run 
for president in 1968.

He used his fame as a comedian 
as a platform and became friends 
with Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Malcolm X. Medgar Evers invit-
ed him to speak a voter registra-
tion rally in Jackson, Mississippi. 
He also did work for the NAACP, 

marched in Selma and was shot 
during the 1965 Watts riots.

His activism resonated well into 
the 21st century. In 2013, he was 
featured in a Fantagraphics book 
by Pat Thomas entitled Listen, 
Whitey: The Sights and Sounds 
of  Black Power 1965–1975, which 
included the political recordings 
of  the Civil Rights era such as 
Jesse Jackson, Huey P. Newton, 
Langston Hughes, and Jesse Jack-
son. Gregory’s comedic perfor-
mances were relevant and politi-
cal and served as groundbreaking 
social commentary of  the time. 
He would often post on social 
media to not only continue his 
comedy hustle, but also his activ-
ism. In one specific post, he goes 
on to talk about his experience 
in the civil rights movement and 
how it still rings true today, saying 

“While so many go out and pro-
test the small evils, the big evils 
are ever present and welcomed 
into our homes. From the top to 
bottom of  my heart I say #stay-
woke”

He was ranked number 82 on 
Comedy Central’s list of  the 100 
Greatest Stand-ups. He was a 
guest on many radio shows and 
appeared in Vernon Chatman 
and John Lee absurdist comedy 
variety show Wonder Showzen. 
He also appeared in episodes of  
Reno 911! and the movie The Hot 
Chick. In 2016, Emmy-winning 
Scandal actor Joe Morton played 
Gregory in the off-Broadway play 
Turn Me Loose which was pro-
duced by John Legend.

Gregory was married to his wife 
Lillian, who he wed in 1959. They 
had 11 children together.

Gregory

Black Restaurant Week Debuts Across Metro Detroit
The first Black Restaurant Week 
in metro Detroit began on Mon-
day with the goal of  celebrat-
ing and promoting black-owned 
food and beverage establishments 
around town.

From August 21-27, participating 
restaurants will offer diners spe-
cial deals — $25 for a three-course 
lunch and $35 for a three-course 
dinner at higher-tier restaurants; 
and an entree, two sides and a 
beverage for $15 at the more ca-
sual eateries. A few other black-
owned businesses are also offer-
ing specials to celebrate.

“I want people to understand 
that the color of  the owner’s 
skin doesn’t determine the style 
of  their cuisine, doesn’t indicate 
a sub-par level of  service and 
doesn’t mean that only people 
of  color are welcome to patron-
ize,” said Black Restaurant Week 
co-founder Kwaku Osei-Bonsu in 
a news release.

Osei-Bonsu is a software engineer 
who bonded with co-founder Lau-
ren Bates, a Quicken Loans em-
ployee, while working on a fund 
raiser for The National Pan-Hel-
lenic Council. Together, they now 
run the website BlackMetroEats.

com, the online portal for Black 
Restaurant Week.

“We’re native Detroiters,” Os-
ei-Bonsu said when reached by 
phone. “When I was here getting 
out of  high school in 2009 De-
troit was just a different place. I 
was running to go to college be-
cause I wanted something differ-
ent. But I moved back and saw 
how Detroit is progressing ... and 
a lot of  things that were happen-
ing that were being done by peo-
ple of  color were left out of  the 
narrative. Instead of  complaining 

about it, I figured I’d do some-
thing about it.”

While the initial response has 
been overwhelmingly positive, 
Osei-Bonsu said there has been 
what he called some “ugly com-
mentary” on other news sites 
publicizing the event, accusing 
the entire production of  racism.

There was even pushback from 
some restaurant owners.

“We had some owners who hap-
pened to be black who owned es-
tablishments and chose not to 

participate because they 
were concerned that partic-
ipating might offend cus-
tomers from other ethnic 
make-ups,” he said. “That’s 
why I’m trying to stretch 
the point not to highlight 
the black patron, but the 
black owner. We aren’t 
excluding anyone. We’re 
saying, ‘Please patron-
ize us just the same as you 
would patronize anyone 
else.’ And please under-
stand that sometimes these 
restaurants that are black-
owned, they don’t get the 
same pushes as these other 
restaurants do.”

In its current phase, Black 
Restaurant Week is something 
of  a bootstrapped pilot program 
that’s only come together in the 
last few months. But it aims to at-
tract sponsorship and additional 
participants for future go-rounds, 
which the founders hope will be-
come a bi-annual event.

This year, Black Restaurant Week 
coincidentally also overlaps with 
the Harlem-based Black Chef  Se-
ries. 

.....continued on page 14
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Community Volunteer Nominations Un-
derway:  For the sixth year in a row, Main 
Street Pontiac is facilitating Pontiac Com-
munity Awards to recognize volunteers. 
Nine award categories include Volunteer of 
the Year, Outstanding Achievement in the 
Community, Youth and Senior Awards, De-
sign, Service Group, Municipal Partner, and 
Community Partner. To nominate an indi-
vidual or organization for this year’s Com-
munity Awards, or to learn more, visit: 
www.pontiacdba.com/community-awards

Free Curbside Bulk Waste Pickup (Au-
gust 21st, 22nd, 23rd)  If your trash is collected on Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednes-
days, this is your week for curbside bulk waste pickup. The next week is for those with 
Thursday or Friday collection. Items need to be placed curbside no later than 6:00 a.m. 
on your scheduled day for collection. Limit of 1 cubic yard or 2 large items for collec-
tion. For more information, visit www.pontiac.mi.us

aldwin Center After-School Program Registration Opens (August 21st through 
30th) Space available for grades K through 8. Registration fee is $15 for first child, $5 
for each additional child. Orientation for parents is August 30th and September 11th, 
4:00 to 6:00 p.m. For more information, call (248) 332-6101 or e-mail baldwin@bald-
wincenter.org

Pontiac Public Library Board Meeting ( Wednesday, August 23rd, 5:30 p.m.) 
Held at the Pontiac Public Library, 60 E. Pike Street, Pontiac 48342. For more informa-
tion, visit www.pontiac.lib.mi.us

Board Game Night at Exferimentation (Every Wednesday night, including Au-
gust 23rd)  Held at Exferimentation Brewing Company, 7 N. Saginaw Street, Down-
town Pontiac 48342.

Sheriff PAL Program End of the Year Cheer/Dance/Tumbling Performance 
( Wednesday, August 23rd, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.)  Held at Welcome Missionary Baptist 
Church, 143 Oneida Street, Pontiac 48341. “Please join us and Coach Taylor in celebrat-
ing our cheer/dance/tumbling programs end of the year performance.” Free admission 
and kid-friendly event.

Pontiac Rotary Club Meeting (Thursday, August 24th, 12:00 p.m.)  Held this 
week at Bronx Deli, Telegraph Road, Pontiac 48341. For more information, e-mail Kath-
leen Jenkins at kathy@jmvccpa.com

Lafayette Market Happy Hour (Every Thursday, including August 24th, 4:00 
p.m. to Close)  154 N. Saginaw Street, Downtown Pontiac 48342. Save 50% on the 
sandwich or salad of your choice when you buy $10 or more of beer and/or wine. See 
story or website for details and restrictions. www.thelafayettemarket.com

Pontiac City Council Meeting (Thursdays, including August 24th, 6:00 p.m.) 
Held at Pontiac City Hall, Second Floor, Council Chambers. 47450 Woodward Avenue, 
Pontiac 48342.  In order to speak during public comment, arrive before the meeting 
begins in order to sign up for public comment. Meetings occur every Thursday evening, 
unless schedule is altered due to holidays or other conflicts.

Pontiac SUN Time Bank Spanish Classes with Bonnie (Thursday, August 24th, 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m.)  Held at the SUN Office, 402 N. Telegraph Road, Pontiac 48341, in 
the Oakland Pointe Shopping Center. A continuing class for those interested in learning 
a second language. “If you’re interested in learning Spanish in a calm, patient environ-
ment, come out and get started.” For more information on the SUN Time Bank, called 
Lola Williamson at (248) 812-7690.

Identify Your Dream Mentoring Program for Children of Murder Victims In-
troduction (Thursday, August 24th, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.) Held at Silver Lake Church 

The Oakland Motor Car Company, founded in Pon-
tiac in 1909, was a division of General Motors and 
renamed Pontiac in 1931.

of the Nazarene, 520 W. Walton Boulevard, Pontiac 48340. For more information, vis-
it www.identifyyourdream.org or contact DeLeah Samuel Sharp at (248) 955-3151 or 
idyourdream@gmail.com

Wine Tasting Event to Benefit Micah 6 Community (Thursday, August 24th, 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.)  Held at Indian Hll Wine Cellar, 31 N. Saginaw Street, Downtown 
Pontiac. Enter via Alley Cat Café. Tickets are $25. Spaces are limited; must be 21 or 
older to attend. For more information, visit: https://getlocalhop.com/events/VcJeqGQ-
5oM/

Pontiac SUN Time Bank Tupperware Party (Thursday, August 24th, 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m.) Held at the SUN Office, 402 N. Telegraph Road, Pontiac 48341, in the Oakland 
Pointe Shopping Center. Hosted by Phyllis Carroll. “If you’ve been looking to buy, but 
didn’t know where, here’s your chance.” Games, prizes, giveaways, and light refresh-
ments. For more information on the SUN Time Bank, called Lola Williamson at (248) 
812-7690.

Lafayette Market Complimentary Wine Tasting (Every Friday, including August 
25th, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.) 154 N. Saginaw Street, Downtown Pontiac 48342. 
“Sample some of our delicious and savory wines. Try your favorites or find a new one. 
See store or website for details and restrictions.” www.thelafayettemarket.com

Improv Comedy Night at Exferimentation (Every Friday night, including Au-
gust 25th) Held at Exferimentation Brewing Company, 7 N. Saginaw Street, Down-
town Pontiac 48342. 

Golden Opportunity Club Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser (Saturday, August 
26th, 7:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.)  Held at the Betty Stogdill Pancake Shelter at the 
Pontiac Public Library, 60 E. Pike Street, Downtown Pontiac. Tickets are $8. For more 
information, contact Neleita Patterson at neleita2@aol.com

All Saints Free Community Breakfast (Every Saturday from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m., 
including Saturday, August 26th).  All Saints Episcopal Church, 171 W. Pike Street, 
Pontiac. All Saints Produce Market (Every Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.). All 
Saints Episcopal Church, 171 W. Pike Street, Pontiac. Enter from Exchange Street. All 
Saints Resale Shop (Open every Friday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.)

All Saints Book Nook (Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.)

Yoga In The Park (Saturday, August 26th, 9:00 a.m.)  Held at Indian Village Park, 
782 W. Huron Street, Pontiac 48341. Free class; this is the final session. For more infor-
mation, e-mail HealthyPontiac@gmail.com

Pontiac Panthers versus Lake Area Hawks Football Game (Saturday, August 
26th, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.)  Held at Wisner Memorial Stadium, 405 Cesar E. 
Chavez Avenue, Pontiac 48342. It is Solomon “Solo” Bonner Day. For more information, 
visit www.pontiacpanthers.com

Every Child is a Work of Art Exhibition at the Pontiac Creative Arts Center (Sat-
urday, August 26th, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Pontiac Creative Arts Center located 
at 47 Williams Street, Pontiac 48341. The exhibition opened last weekend; Art&Soul 
Dreams collaborated with award winning photographers to highlight children in foster 
care that are seeking permanent families. For more information, call (248) 333-7849 
or visit www.pontiacarts.org

Rare Rubies 4 Christ Back 2 School Supply Picnic (Saturday, August 26th, 1:00 
to 3:00 p.m.)  Held at Oakland Park, 500 E. Montcalm, Pontiac 48342. Rare Rubies 4 
Christ is “helping to develop young girls into Beautiful God fearing young women who 
know their worth.” School age children only will receive school supplies. There will also 
be food, games, and prizes. 

Pontiac Policy Council Education Organizing Session (Saturday, August 26th) 
For more information, contact Tameka Ramsey at (248) 648-0551.

Urban Tales II, Yaktown Edition (Saturday, August 26th, 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.) 
Held at Alley Cat Café, 31 N. Saginaw Street, Downtown Pontiac “Storytellers Tell Tales! 
Who’s Telling The Truth?” $15 online and at the door. Presented by Sonny Speaks, visit 
www.sonnyspeaks.com/feature for tickets or more information.

By Mike McGuinness
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Pontiac Optimist Club New Optimist Event (Monday, August 28th, 4:00 to 7:00 
p.m.) Held at the Pontiac Public Library, 60 E. Pike Street, Downtown Pontiac 48342. 
For more information, contact Christopher Northcross at (248) 390-8299.

Ultimate Soccer Arenas Youth 2017-18 Winter League Registration Opens (Sat-
urday, August 29th, 8:00 a.m.) The beautiful Ultimate Soccer Arenas facility is lo-
cated at 867 South Boulevard East in Pontiac. For more information, visit www.ulti-
matesoccerarenas.com/youth-soccer

-Golden Opportunity Club Meeting (Tuesday, August 29th, 10:00 a.m.)  Held at 
the Bowens Senior Center, 52 Bagley Street, Pontiac 48341. Meeting Seaker: Catholic 
Social Services. For more information, contact Neleita Patterson at neleita2@aol.com

Pontiac School Board Community Advisory Committee Meeting (Tuesday, Au-
gust 29th, 5:00 p.m.)   Held at the Odell Nails Administration Building, 47200 Wood-
ward Avenue, Pontiac 48342. An opportunity for the Pontiac community to learn about 
our schools and provide feedback. This meeting will again focus on efforts to further 
increase student attendance rates. For more information, contact Chair Caroll Turpin at 
(248) 568-2628.

Second Annual Stroke Survivor & Caregiver Picnic ( Wednesday, August 30th, 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.)  Held at Waterford Historical Park, 4490 Hatchery Road, Wa-
terford 48329. For more information, contact Marcia at (248) 812-7446.

Walton Charter Academy Popsicles on the Playground ( Wednesday, August 
30th, 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.)  Held at Walton Charter Academy, 744 E. Walton Boulevard, 
Pontiac 48340. For returning and registering students. For more information, call (248) 
371-3900.

“Pitch ‘N Pontiac ” Competition (Thursday, August 31st, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.)  Held 
at The Crofoot Ballroom, 1 S. Saginaw Street, Downtown Pontiac 48342. The competi-
tion provides new and existing small for-profit business owners the unique opportu-
nity to pitch their idea. Five finalists will be in the running. “The winners will receive 
monetary and consulting resources to move their business forward.” For more informa-
tion, visit http://www.greatlakeswbc.org/pitchnpontiac

Pontiac Summer Youth Recreation Programs Available (Ongoing)  Activities 
Monday through Saturday. For youth between the ages of 4 and 20. Activities include 
youth basketball, open gym, tee ball, bitty basketball, and the guided activities of 
arts, crafts, music, dance, and song. Registration and forms required for participation. 
For more information, call (248) 758-3032 or visit www.pontiac.mi.us

SAT Test Prep Throughout the Community (Ongoing)  Sites include Pontiac Pub-
lic Library, Eastside Church of Christ, Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church, Arts and 
Technology Academy of Pontiac (ATAP), New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church, St. John 
United Methodist Church, Matilda Wilson Boys and Girls Club of Southeast Michigan, 
GOD-UC at Antioch Missionary Baptist Church. “Visit one of the community-based host 
sites near you to work on SAT skills improvement by using Khan Academy training. No 
appointments needed. Hours vary by location. Sites are open after school, evenings, 
weekends, during holiday breaks and over the summer.” For more information, contact 
Diane Baldwin at (248) 370-3087 or baldwin2@oakland.edu

Summer Meet Up and Eat Up Sites Active (Ongoing)  Call 2-1-1 or text “FOOD” to 
877-877 to find Meet Up and Eat Up sites in your neighborhood, which are serving 

The Pontiac Community Calendar, all known activities in our great city of Pontiac
healthy meals to children 18 and younger, free of charge. Facilitated in part by United 
Way for Southeastern Michigan.

The Art Experience, Summer Classes Underway, (Ongoing)  175 S. Saginaw Street, 
Suite 109, Downtown Pontiac 48342. For information, call (248) 706-3304 or visit: 
http://theartexperience.org/register-for-classes/

Save The Date:
•	Prep for Success Back to School Supply Drive by Perry Earl (September 

2nd)
•	 State Representative Tim Greimel Coffee Hour (September 2nd)
•	 Comedy with the Ques starring Joe Torry at Flagstar Strand  

(September 2nd)
•	Pontiac City-Wide Choir Union Concert at Newman AME (September 3rd)
•	Pontiac School District First Day of Classes (September 5th)
•	Water Resources Commissioner Calendar Contests for Students (Septem-

ber 5th)
•	 The Crofoot Ten Year Anniversary Party, with Girl Talk (September 8th)
•	Pontiac Panthers Versus Macomb Mustangs Football Game (September 

9th)
•	Historical Society Lecture on Mills of Oakland County (September 10th)
•	 The Art Experience Benefit Golf Outing (September 10th)
•	Michigan Fallen Heroes Memorial September 11th Ceremony
•	  Pontiac Arts Commission Meeting (September 11th)
•	Pontiac Schools Parent University Sessions Begin (September 12th)
•	Baldwin Center After-School Program Begins (September 12th)
•	Oakland County Sheriff PAL 2nd Annual Golf Outing (September 15th)
•	 “Parking Day ” with 21st Century Digital Learning Incubator (September 

15th) 
•	Pontiac Youth Assistance Super Mom Sale Expo (September 16th)
•	GIRDLE Chat & Chew at Carriage Circle Apartments (September 16th)
•	 Sylvan Esso Concert at The Crofoot (September 17th)
•	Kensington Church Night of Worship at the Flagstar Strand (September 

20th)
•	  Metromode Media Open Newsroom at Alley Cat Café (September 21st)
•	 Festival of South African Dance at the Flagstar Strand (September 22nd)
•	 Friends of the Pontiac Public Library Walk-a-thon (September 23rd)
•	  William Elliott Whitmore Concert at The Crofoot (September 24th)
•	 “All About Animals” Low-Cost Dog and Cat Shot Clinic (September 30th)
•	Boz Scaggs Performs at the Flagstar Strand Theatre (October 1st)
•	  Oakland County Tax Foreclosure Auction (October 3rd-4th)
•	Oakland University Grizz Night in Downtown Pontiac (October 5th)
•	 Tango Buenos Aires at the Flagstar Strand Theatre (October 8th)
•	 The New Pornographers Concert at The Crofoot (October 9th)
•	 Travis Tritt Performs at the Flagstar Strand Theatre (October 10th)
•	  TWRP, with guest Planet Booty, Performs at The Pike Room (October 

10th)
•	All Saints Episcopal Church Fall Rummage Sale (October 11th-14th)
•	 Tim Heidecker and Neil Hamburger Standup Comedy at Crofoot Ballroom 

(October 12th)
•	  Oakland University Homecoming and Reunion Weekend (October 13th-

14th)
•	Pontiac Creative Arts Center Fundraiser at Panda Express (October 14th)
•	 “Gigs for Digs” Concert Benefiting Humble Design of Pontiac (October 

14th)
•	Max Frost Performs at The Pike Room (October 18th)
•	 Chris Isaak Concert at the Flagstar Strand Theatre (October 19th)
•	  Historical Society ’s Haunted Mansion at Pine Grove (October 21st)
•	Artimus Pyle Band (Lynyrd Skynyrd Tribute Band) at the Flagstar Strand 

(October 21st)
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•	Wolf Parade Concert at The Crofoot (October 25th)
•	Golden Opportunity Club 53rd Annual Harvest Banquet (October 27th)
•	 Creepy Cheapy X at The Crofoot Ballroom (October 27th)
•	Pontiac General Election Day (November 7th)
•	Pontiac Creative Arts Center Fundraiser at Panera Bread (November 15th)
•	 Yaktown Poets Revue (November 18th)
•	Mighty Gobbler 5K Run to Support Micah 6 Community (November 23rd)
•	Pontiac Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony (December 1st)
•	Pontiac Holiday Extravaganza Parade and WinterFUN Festival  

(December 2nd)

Donations Needed: To make monetary donations to support those senior citizens 
displaced by the fire that destroyed the West Manor Apartments, checks or money or-
ders may be made payable and sent to Lighthouse in care of West Manor Apartments, 
46156 Woodward Avenue, Pontiac MI 48342. For more information, contact Amber 
Ruple at (248) 920-6000, ext. 2243.  
Funds are being raised for Pontiac Schools Student Ambassadors travel 
expenses to Kusatsu, Japan. Make checks payable to Pontiac Alumni Foundation. 
For more information, visit www.psdiec.org, call Brenda Carter at (248) 521-9632, or 
e-mail psdiec@gmail.com
HOPE Warming Center in need of food to prepare meals, volunteers to pro-
vide meals, and volunteers to serve meals.  For more information, contact Julia 
Drew at (248) 499-7345 or jdrew@hopewarmingpontiac.org
Walt Whitman Elementary needs school uniforms, school supplies, toiletries 
and other items donated for their Pathways to Potential office that assists 
students with wraparound services. Particularly needed are boys’ belts. Please 
donate Belts for Boys! To learn more, contact Michelle Peguese at (248) 794-3570.
Support Devin Cantley ’s Cancer Recovery. Devin Cantley, a first grader at Alcott 
Elementary in Pontiac, was recently diagnosed with bone cancer. To learn more and 
contribute, visit: www.gofundme.com/devin-rocks-lets-roll
The Art Experience Raising Funds for “Community Art Lab.” Contributions 
funding art tools, supplies and art instructors’ wages. To contribution and for more 
information, visit: https://www.crowdrise.com/community-art-lab2/fundraiser/
the-art-experience
Now Hiring:  Accent Pontiac Site Coordinator Position Available. Part-time position, 
25 hours a week from September to June, with potential for summer employment. 
$16 per hour. To learn more about Accent Pontiac, visit www.accentpontiac.org  For 

more information, or to submit a cover letter and resume, e-mail Tina Rowan at trow-
an@accentpontiac.org
Now Hiring:  Pontiac Schools Positions Available. Dozens of openings, from teachers 
to tutors to food service to security. For more information, visit: https://www.ponti-
ac.k12.mi.us/Page/349
Now Available: 
Oakland University Nonprofit Management Certificate Series.  To learn more, 
call (248) 370-4117or visit Oakland.edu/mpa  Pontiac Youth Assistance Super Mom 
Sale Expo Tables for Rent. Happening September 16th at Pontiac Middle School. Call 
(517) 295-4766 or e-mail supermomsale@hotmail.com 
Free shipping on select Bat Houses during the month of August.  “Interested 
in putting up a bat house for your friendly bat neighbors? Now is the perfect time 
to purchase a bat house! For this month only, shipping will be completely free” for 
certain bat houses. For more information, visit: www.batconservation.org
All Saints Church Kitchen Available for Rent!  The expanded kitchen at All Saints 
Episcopal Church at the southeast corner of Williams and Pike streets in Pontiac is 
now available for rent. It has been certified and inspected by the Health Department. 
For information, contact John Meyer at (248) 335-9194.
OLHSA and Flagstar Bank have Programs for Homeowners (AMP and NIP) 
that will help with roof and gutter repairs, build wheelchair ramps, remod-
el bathrooms for disability accessibility, and help with some kitchen work. 
There are income and other requirements.  For more information, call (248) 
209-2600.
Kids Bowl for Free at Airway Lanes in Waterford and Classic Lanes in Roches-
ter Hills. Now until October. To learn more, visit www.kidsbowlfree.com
Volunteers
Needed:   Micah 6 Community Seeking Volunteers to assist with gardens, kids church 
and Sprout Fresh Food Store. To volunteer and for more information, e-mail micah-
6community@gmail.com or visit www.micah6community.com
 The Oakland Literacy Council is currently recruiting volunteer tutors for its 
adult literacy program.  Tutors are needed to work with learners one-on-one who 
read or listen at less than the 9th grade level.  Tutors are asked to commit 2 hours per 
week to meet with their student at a local library or other community spot.  For more 
information and to register go to http://www.oaklandliteracy.com/become-a-tutor/
As always, please let me know of any upcoming events and activities you would like 
included in future calendars. Thank you for all that you do to help make Pontiac such 
a special place!

Board voted to end state over-
sight - Official decision from 
state could came on July 30, 2017 

By Natalie Broda, nbroda@digi-
talfirstmedia.com,, @NatalieBro-
da on Twitter Pontiac’s final layer 
of  state oversight could be termi-
nated as early as next week. 

In a unanimous vote held on 
Thursday, August 3, 2017 the 
city’s receivership transition advi-
sory board recommended to Gov. 
Rick Snyder to end receivership 
status for the city of  Pontiac. 

While spending power was re-
turned to city officials by the 
board in 2016, board approval 
was still required for expenditures 

over $10,000. 

In 2009, Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
appointed the first emergency 
manager to Pontiac after it was 
found that the city was struggling 
with its finances and was poten-
tially approaching bankruptcy. 
What followed was years of  state 
oversight, including two other 
emergency managers in the city, 
and the addition of  the receiver-
ship transition advisory board in 
the summer of  2013. Should the 
termination be approved, finan-
cial orders left by the emergency 
manager will remain in place for 
one year while the board is dis-
solved, according to a statement 
from the city. 

Deirdre Waterman, Mayor of  
Pontiac, originally set up a meet-

ing with the receivership transi-
tion advisory board to approve 
the city council’s vote to ratify a 
recent settlement agreement be-
tween Pontiac and its retirees over 
healthcare. The settlement of  the 
retiree healthcare litigation was 
the final hurdle set by the board 
before they would consider termi-
nating state oversight, Waterman 
said. The board decided to vote 
instead to remove the city from 
receivership at that meeting. 

“The vote yesterday was an as-
toundingly proud moment for 
the citizens of  Pontiac,” Water-
man said. “The long and difficult 
journey leading from the finan-
cial crisis 10 years ago has ended, 
returning back all of  the control 
and home rule to the citizens of  

Pontiac ... This means that we will 
have the power now to work sin-
gularly on behalf  of  the citizens 
of  Pontiac, to again fulfill the 
dreams and aspirations that have 
been long delayed by emergency 
manager control and receivership. 
It feels immensely gratifying.” 

Edward Koryzno, chairman of  
the receivership transition advi-
sory board, congratulated the city 
for its progress. “I also would like 
to commend the mayor and the 
city council for making the signif-
icant progress in improving the 
city’s financial condition. The res-
idents should be very thankful for 
leadership that’s been exercised in 
the last four years,” Koryzno said 
in a statement.

Pontiac Oversight
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Hayes W. Jones received his 
primary and secondary edu-
cation through the

Pontiac Public School sys-
tem. He received a Bachelor 
of Science degree from East-
ern Michigan University. On 

April 29, 2001, Eastern Michigan University 
conferred upon Mr. Jones an honorary Doc-
toral Degree in recognition of his contribu-
tions to business, education, athletics and 
lifelong commitment to community service.

Mr. Jones career has been a great one and 
one of many different avenues, from one of 
teaching, political appointments, manageri-
al positions, business ownership and com-
munity activist.

After graduating from East Michigan Univer-
sity, Mr. Jones begins his career as a school 
teacher in Detroit. He left teaching when op-
portunities came for political appointments, 
such as, Youth Employment Project in De-
troit, First Recreation Commissioner for the 

Chef  Max Hardy plates a bowl of  
Brussels sprouts in the kitchen of  
his newly opened restaurant, Riv-
er Bistro, in northwest Detroit. 

Chef  Maxcel Hardy whose just-
opened River Bistro is also partic-
ipating in Black Restaurant Week 
is hosting the weekend-long event 
that began with a Hennessey re-
ception at his new restaurant Fri-
day night, then on to a collabo-
rative dinner at D-Town Farms 
Saturday and ends with brunch 

back at River Bistro Sunday.

“It’s a good time to meet and 
greet the chefs and have an amaz-
ing five-course dinner with Afri-
can-American chefs from all over 
the country,” Hardy said.

In addition to being one of  the 
featured chefs, Hardy is also a 
co-founder of  the Black Chef  Se-
ries, which until now has hosted 
visiting chefs at Blujeen in Harlem. 
This time, Blujeen Chef-Owner 
Lance Knowling will be coming 
to Detroit instead. The duo will 
be joined by Detroit-based private 
chef  and caterer Frankie Brooks. 

It goes without saying that both 
initiatives have a common sense 
of  purpose.

“The thing that’s most exciting 
for everyone is they feel like they 
have a hand in the change,” Os-
ei-Bonsu said. “You get a differ-
ent feeling when you know you’re 
not just going out to fill your 
stomach but also to make a dif-
ference in your community.”

Black Restaurant Week participat-
ing restaurants:

• Sweet Potato Sensations; 17337 

Lahser, Detroit; (313) 532-
7996.

• Savannah Blue; 1431 Times 
Square, Detroit; (313) 926-
0783.

• The Jamaican Pot; 14615 W. 8 
Mile, Detroit; (313) 659-6033.

• Ima; 2015 Michigan, Detroit; 
(313) 502-5959.

• Detroit Vegan Soul; 8029 Ag-
nes and 19614 Grand River, 
Detroit; (313) 649-2759. 

• River Bistro; 
18456 Grand River, 
Detroit; (313) 777-
9311.

• Brix Wine 
& Charcuterie Bar; 
7968 Kercheval, 
Detroit; (313) 267-
4006.

• Yum Village 
food truck; 1428 
Van Dyke, Detroit; 
yumvillage.com.

• Sweet Soul Bistro; 13741 W 
McNichols, Detroit; (313) 862-
7685.

• 1917 American Bistro; 19416 
Livernois, Detroit; (313) 863-
1917.

• Kuzzo’s Chicken & Waffles; 
19345 Livernois, Detroit; (313) 
861-0229.

• Le Crepe; 317 S Washington, 
Royal Oak; (248) 629-9391.

*As part of  Black Restaurant Week, 
the House of  Pure Vin wine shop at 
1433 Woodward in Detroit will be 
hosting three black female chefs from 
5:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday, including 
the Food Network’s “Chopped” 2017 
winner Crystal Smith, for a free tasting 
and wine pairing.
For more info on Black Restaurant 
Week, visit BlackMetroEats.com.
For tickets and more info on the Black 
Chef  Series running August 25-27, 
visit TheBlackChefSeries.com.
Contact Mark Kurlyandchik: 313-
222-5026 or mkurlyandchik@free-
press.com. Follow him on Twitter @
mkurlyandchik and Instagram: mkur-
lyandchik.

Black Restaurant Week Pontiac Looks To Its Bicentennial

As I shared in the first article of this se-
ries on Pontiac’s upcoming bicentennial 
there has never been a celebration of our 
city’s founding only on its incorporation 
as a city forty-three years after in 1861. 
I noted that our founding’s centennial 
passed by without celebration due to the 
climax of World War I, coupled with the 
flu pandemic that exploded as soldiers 
returned home from Europe carrying the 
virus. Horace and John Dodge both died 
from the flu.

In just a few short months the 200th an-
niversary of our city’s founding will be 
here. When I was in grade school in Pon-
tiac we had a history tour of the area in 
third grade. We traveled by bus to Clinton 
Valley Center, called Pontiac State Hospi-

tal then. We ventured out Orchard Lake 
Road to the David Ward Mansion. While 
driving through our downtown we passed 
the site of the old Hodges House Ho-
tel and the 19th century fire station. We 
went into Oak Hill Cemetery and got out 
to view graves of Moses Wisner, Stephen 
Mack, the Hodges and their dog Gypsy. We 
stopped at the Wisner House.

So much history was left out on that tour 
such as the Great Migration and the auto 
industry, two Olympic champions, Hayes 
Jones and Micki King. Civil rights lead-
ers and achievements. Great inroads were 
made here with automotive labor unions.

Rochester, Michigan has bicentennial cel-
ebrations this year because a settler put 
up a log cabin on the Paint Creek in 1817, 
yet the town of Rochester was not laid out 
until nine years later. Pontiac has the dis-
tinction of being the gateway settlement 
to Michigan’s interior. Let’s make that one 
of the many things our city is known for 
and proud of.

Ronald Gay, Sibley-Hoyt House, com-
pleteshelter@yahoo.com

ST. JOHN UMC MEN’S DAY
September 24, 2017

Speaker
Hayes W. Jones

City of New York and Director of Economic 
Development and Community affairs in Oak-
land County, Ml.

Mr. Jones managerial appointments were 
with American Airlines, Stroh’s Brewery and 
Pro Air. His business ownership was J&J Air-
port Services Detroit Metropolitan airport 
for 18 years. Community activism is very im-
portant to Mr. Jones. He is a former board 
member for the Pontiac School District, Pon-
tiac Chamber of Commerce, Urban League, 
Baldwin Center, to name a few.

Mr. Jones holds the Olympic Gold Medal for 
the 110 meter hurdles from the 1964 game 
in Tokyo, Japan, and the Bronze Medal in the 
same event from the 1960 games held in 
Rome, Italy, Upon returning home from the 
1964 Olympic Games, Mr. Jones donated his 
Gold Medal to the city of Pontiac in the hope 
that it would  inspire youth to achieve their 
dreams.

 Mr. Jones and his wife are now retired and 
reside in Peachtree City, Georgia.
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GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY CLUB 

Presents 

53RD Annual Harvest Banquet 
 

Friday, October 27, 2017  
Reception at 6 PM 

 

Tickets @ $42 Per Person (Mask Included) 

St. George Cultural Center                                                       
43816 Woodward Ave, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

A Masquerade Ball with Dining and Dancing at St. George Cultural Center 
beginning with Reception at 6 PM.  Proceeds to support annual academic 
scholarship awards program for area high school seniors 

Sponsored by 
GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY CLUB                                                           

52 Bagley Street Pontiac, MI 48341 
goldenopportunityclub@yahoo.com 

For Tickets, Sponsorship and Other Information 
Contact Carolyn Price 313-909-4364 

8th Annual
LAKESIDE HOMES

PICNIC & REUNION

AUGUST 26, 2017
BEAUDETTE PARK (MILL DAM)

10AM - 6PM
For more information call:

Larry Redmond (248) 396-0937
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Oakland County Sheriff 
Police Athletic League (PAL)

Fall Season Starts September 11th 

Register your child in a PAL league today!
www.sheriffpal.com

248-858-0775

Basketball                 • Flag Football (6-8 grade)  
Cheer/Dance/Tumbling 444

The purpose of the Michigan Health and Wellness 4 x 4 Coalition Initiative is to implement Michigan’s priority strategies to improve health and reduce obesity by creating healthier communities, 
expanding prevention activities and empowering people to make healthy choices and adopt health as a core personal value. The expected outcomes include changes in weight status and improvements 
in healthy eating and physical activity.

Coaches & Volunteers Wanted! 
For additional information email: 

sheriffpal@gmail.com

(ages 9-15) (6-8 grade)

(ages 4-14)


