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PONTIAC SCHOOL DISTRICT BACK TO SCHOOL RALLY IS A HUGE SUCCESS

Farewell Bobby Kaiser
A True Pontiac Hometown Hero...Page 2

THANK YOU PONTIAC FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

By Brenda Carter

The Pontiac School District was 
excited to celebrate the 3rd annu-
al Back to School Rally.  “The dis-
trict has enlisted 50 partnerships to 
help support all youth in the Pon-
tiac community in preparation for 
the start of  the school year” said 
Kelley Williams, Superintendent of  
Pontiac School District.  “This year 
Pontiac School District gave away a 
brand new 2016 GM Sonic donat-
ed by Joe Lunghamer, Waterford 
Chevrolet Dealership owner. The 
car was raffled off  for the “Strive 
to Drive” perfect attendance, 
which will lead to better academic 
success!  

.....See SCHOOL page 3 

Gary Peters, Senator (D) Debbie Stabenow, Senator (D)

U.S. Senators Gary Peters and Debbie Stabenow joined 
their Democratic colleagues in sending a letter urging 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and House 
Speaker Paul Ryan to immediately call Congress back 
into session and pass emergency funding legislation to 
address the growing Zika crisis.

.....See story and letter page 2 & 4

Peters, Stabenow Urge Republican Leaders to Call Congress 
Back to Session, Address Growing Zika Trend

CONGRESSWOMAN LAWRENCE 
ANNOUNCES GRANTS FROM 
THE UNITED STATES DEPART-
MENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES

Congresswom-
an Brenda L. 
Lawrence (MI-
14) recently 
announced the 
awarding of  
grants by the 
United States 

Department of  Health and Hu-
man Services (HHS) to Wayne 
County and Oakland Integrat-
ed Healthcare Network. Grants 
awarded will help to improve the 
availability, accessibility, provision, 
and quality of  primary health care 
services in Michigan.

Oakland Integrated Healthcare  
Network ...............$35,000.00 
Wayne County .....$35,000.00
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This issue of The Pontiac News is dedicated to Bobby Kaiser a Man that spent over 
60 years of his life providing positive activities and outlets for thousands of Pon-
tiac Youth and Adults, including myself. THANKS BOBBY FOR ALL THE POSITIVES 
THAT YOU GAVE TO OUR CITY! You fought the Good Fight, Farewell and Peace Be 
On To You! The Pontiac News hereby offer our sincere Condolences to the Family 
of Mr. Bobby Kaiser!

Peters, Stabenow Urge Republican Leaders to Call 
Congress Back to Session, Address Growing Zika Trend
The letter also notes that since Congress went into recess, at least 15 individuals have contracted the Zika virus 
on U.S. soil, likely via mosquito, and according to health experts, thousands in Puerto Rico become infected 
each day, including up to 50 pregnant women.

“The problems the American people confront do not disappear simply because Congress does. In the case of  
the rapidly expanding Zika crisis, the problem has grown significantly worse since the Republican-led Congress 
went on recess. We urge you to immediately cancel the remainder of  the congressional recess and get back to 
work to help the American public, especially women and families, amidst this crisis,” wrote the Senators.

The Senators also noted that it has been 164 days since the President requested emergency funding to fight 
Zika. The combined time it took Congress to fund all of  the last three public health emergencies – Ebola, 
H1N1 and Avian flu – was 137 days.

Other Senators signing the letter include: Senators Patty Murray (D-WA), Bill Nelson (D-FL), Michael Bennet 
(D- CO), Harry Reid (D-NV), Dick Durbin (D-IL), Charles Schumer (D-NY), Patrick J. Leahy (D-VT), Barbara 
A. Mikulski (D-MD), Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Ron Wyden (D-OR), Jack Reed (D-RI), Thomas R. Carper, (D-
DE), Maria Cantwell (D-WA), Robert Menendez (D-NJ), Benjamin L. Cardin (D-MD), Bernie Sanders (I-VT), 
Sherrod Brown (D- OH), Bob Casey (D-PA), Claire McCaskill (D-MO), Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), Sheldon 
Whitehouse (D-RI), Tom Udall (D-NM), Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), Mark Warner (D-VA), Jeff  Merkley (D-
OR), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), Al Franken (D-MN), Chris Coons (D-DE), Richard Blumenthal (D-CT), Bri-
an Schatz (D-HI), Tammy Baldwin (D-WI), Chris Murphy (D-CT), Mazie K. Hirono (D-HI), Martin Heinrich 
(D-NM), Tim Kaine (D-VA), Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.), Edward Markey (D-MA), 
and Cory Booker (D-NJ).

.....See full text of  letter on page 4

Please review the various articles in this issue, do your research, and reach your own conclusions. As always 
we welcome comments and your feedback. Thanks Pontiac for Your Vote on Tuesday, August 2, 2016

Friends Gather at Jefferson Middle School Celebrating the Life of Bobby Kaiser
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Back-to-School Rally A Huge Success

Brenda Carter

Written by This ongoing program provided free health and 
dental screenings, free food distribution from New 
Mount Moriah International Church and Chartwells, 
over 2,500 backpacks that were donated by numer-
ous churches in Pontiac, Birmingham, Lake Orion.  
General Motors, Oakland University donated every-
thing from T-shirts to tents! “This is a great day for 
our children’, said Kaino Phillips, co-coordinator for 
the event.”  Pontiac School District is providing new 
and exciting events for our kid!”  The Pan-Hellenic 

Council were among hundreds of  volunteers who span three four sites 
around the administration building.  There were events to enjoy from 
face painting to watching live entertainment!  

Event planners Brenda Causey-Mitchell and Pastor Lorenzo Sewell from 
Woodside Bible Church coordinated the massive event which provid-
ed backpacks filled with supplies for children from Pontiac and beyond.  
“We are already in the planning stages 
of  our fourth annual rally’ said Cau-
sey-Mitchell.  We are ecstatic about 
how our partners are working with us 
to help provide supplies and services 
to our children in Pontiac!” 

Registration is open now to enroll 
children into Pontiac School Dis-
trict.  Please call 248.451.6800 for  
more information!

Joe Lunghamer is pictured with Superintendent Williams and Councilman Randy Carter
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Law Offices of
Darryl P. Mitchell

30 N. Saginaw St. Suite 709
Pontiac, MI 48342

(248) 333-2200

The full text of the Senate Democrats’ letter below:

Dear Majority Leader McConnell and Speaker Ryan:

The problems the American people confront 
do not disappear simply because Congress 
does. In the case of  the rapidly expanding 
Zika crisis, the problem has grown significant-
ly worse since the Republican-led Congress 
went on recess. We urge you to immediately 
cancel the remainder of  the congressional re-
cess and get back to work to help the Amer-
ican public, especially women and families, 

amidst this crisis.

In Puerto Rico, the Zika virus is now expand-
ing at an accelerating rate, according to public 
health officials. Each day, thousands of  resi-
dents, including up to 50 pregnant women, are 
infected. According to the latest data from the 
Centers from Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), there are now nearly 5,500 confirmed 
infections in Puerto Rico, with likely many 
times that number of  unconfirmed cases. 

Zika could impact as many as 10,000 pregnancies by the end of  the year. 
Experts fear a generation of  children born with severe birth defects, such 
as microcephaly, caused by Zika.

In the continental United States, what public health officials warned for 
months was imminent is now a reality: Zika is spreading here. In Florida, 
15 individuals – that we know of  – have been infected by mosquito bites 
while residing in the state. According to an estimate cited by CDC Direc-
tor Dr. Tom Frieden, the cost of  treating a single case of  microcephaly 
in a newborn could be as high as $10 million over a lifetime. At present, 
more than 850 pregnant women in the U.S. and its territories have Zika.

While the Zika crisis grows, the Republican-led Congress has done noth-

ing on funding. It has been 
164 days since the President 
requested emergency funding 
to fight Zika. The combined 
time it took Congress to fund 
all of  the last three public 
health emergencies – Ebola, 
H1N1 and Avian flu – was 
137 days. The National Institutes of  Health has said trials for a Zika 
vaccine will likely be delayed due to lack of  funding. It is deeply trou-
bling that the Zika epidemic which disproportionately impacts pregnant 
women and their babies would be treated any differently than these other 
emergencies. In each of  these instances, Congress was able to set aside 
political rhetoric and act quickly to help. Unfortunately, we have seen no 
such action on Zika for pregnant women and families.

As you know, Congress left for the August recess after House Republicans 
killed a bipartisan compromise bill that received 89 votes in the Senate. 
Republican leadership acquiesced to their extreme right-wing Members, 
who demanded poison pill special-interest priorities that weakened clean 
water rules, supported the Confederate flag and limited access to family 
planning services by once again attacking Planned Parenthood.

The World Health Organization, the American Congress of  Obstetri-
cians and Gynecologists, American Academy of  Pediatrics, the March of  
Dimes, and the CDC have all called for greater access to birth control in 
Zika-impacted countries. Planned Parenthood affiliated clinics in Puerto 
Rico offered contraceptive services to 88,000 women and men last year, 
almost half  of  which went to those under 25 years old. Family planning 
services and access to contraception are primary tools to help combat 
Zika. By preventing these clinics from helping women at risk of  contract-
ing Zika, Republicans are limiting protection for Puerto Rican women in 
order to score cheap political points on women’s health.

It is simply unacceptable that efforts to counter the spread of  Zika and 
develop a vaccine are being held hostage by Republican partisanship. 
Americans expect Congress to do its job. Republican Congressional lead-
ers should call both the Senate and the House back into session to pass 
a real and serious response to the burgeoning Zika crisis. The simplest 
course of  action would be to pass the Senate’s clean bipartisan compro-
mise on Zika funding by unanimous consent and have the House pass the 
same bill immediately.

August 4, 2016

The Honorable Mitch McConnell Majority Leader, U.S. Senate

The Capitol Building Washington, DC 20004

The Honorable Paul Ryan Speaker, U.S. House of  Representatives The 
Capitol Building

Washington, DC 20004

Gary Peters, Senator (D)

Debbie Stabenow, Senator (D)
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Regional leaders have agreed on a way forward to place 
a regional transit millage question on the November 
ballot. The Oakland, Macomb and Wayne county exec-
utives, the mayor of Detroit, and representatives from 
the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners met to-
day at the Detroit Athletic Club to negotiate a solution 
following last week‘s “no” vote by Oakland and Macomb 
counties at the Regional Transit Authority of Southeast 
Michigan (RTA) board meeting.

“I am satisfied that the accord we reached today not only 
offers something for our 40 communities and over half a 

million residents previously left out of the transit plan, but also incorporates the 
necessary protections we were seeking for Oakland County taxpayers,” Oakland 
County Executive L. Brooks Patterson said. “I‘m grateful to my regional counter-
parts who joined me in moving forward.

“In addition, I‘d like to recognize the outstanding work of my negotiators, Chief 
Deputy County Executive Gerald Poisson and Deputy County Executive Robert 
Daddow. Their expertise helped us find a solution that is fair for everyone.”

Oakland and Macomb counties stood together last week at the RTA Board of 
Directors meeting to vote no on placing the RTA millage on the November bal-
lot because of the RTA board‘s lack of a super majority voting requirement to 
change the apportionment of transit dollars.

Oakland County had additional concerns which included the 40 communities 
and their 540,000 residents who would have paid $700 million in taxes over 20 
years but received little or no transit services and the omission of an auditing 
mechanism to demonstrate compliance with the 85 percent requirement in the 
RTA law which mandates that 85 percent of the taxes collected from a county are 
spent in that county on transit.

“During our meeting today, the regional leaders agreed on language for both 
the transit plan and the RTA by-laws that addresses our main issues. Like Pres-
ident Reagan said when negotiating international agreements, we will ‘trust 
but verify,‘“ Patterson said. “Now, we are awaiting an opportunity to review the 
RTA‘s ballot language to ensure it conforms to the agreement reached today.”

Patterson has given ongoing support for regional transit since 1995:

• 1995: Patterson supported Act 196 which allowed for the creation in each county 
an authority to levy and collect taxes to support SMART. He worked with the Board 
of Commissioners to get the SMART millage on the ballot. He

has supported every SMART millage renewal since.

• 2001: Patterson backed the creation of the Detroit Area Regional Transportation 
Authority (DARTA) which ultimately was vetoed by Gov. John Engler.

• 2004: Patterson joined the leaders of Macomb and Wayne counties and the city 
of Detroit in the Regional Transit Coordinating Council (RTCC) in order to create 
DARTA. A court decision threw out the RTCC law because of a legal flaw in the leg-
islation. Gov. Jennifer Granholm reneged on a promise to fix the RTCC legislation.

• 2008: Patterson joined the regional 
leaders to move forward again on cre-
ating a regional transit authority. He 
worked with representatives from Gov. 
Rick Snyder‘s office to pass the legislation 
to create the RTA.

• 2016: Patterson and the regional lead-
ers develop a solution to regional transit 
that is fair and protects Oakland County 
taxpayers and transit riders.

WHAT ’S HAPPENING IN OAKLAND COUNT Y
Big Four Find Path to RTA Vote

D E N T A L  A R T S  C O M P A N Y
Dentistry by

A beautiful smile takes more than just brushing!

Jeff Martin,  D.D.S.A.
91 N.  Saginaw

Pontiac,  Michigan 48342

Affordable Family Dental Care

(248) 332-4240

L. Brooks Patterson

August Business Workshops Offered by Oakland County
Business owners and entrepreneurs who need assistance are encouraged to attend seminars of-
fered by the Oakland County One Stop Shop Business Center. Unless otherwise noted, all programs 
are held at the Oakland County Executive Office Building Conference Center, 2100 Pontiac Lake 
Road, west of Telegraph, in Waterford. For pre-registration and a location map, visit www.Advan-
tageOakland.com/businessworkshops or call (248) 858-0783.

CEED Lending Small Business Loan Orientation  • Wednesday, August 10, 9:00 AM to 11:30 
AM • Fee: This workshop is free but pre-registration is required - Small businesses often face 
obstacles, especially when trying to obtain a business loan. As a small business owner, it ‘s im-
portant to understand the steps to obtaining a business loan. If your business is located in 
Oakland County and you have a need for alternative financing, consider the CEED Small Business 
Loan Program. This particular workshop will provide the requirements needed for the program, 
while detailing the process necessary for application. CEED Lending is an initiative of Great 
Lakes Women‘s Business Council.

Starting A Business • Thursday, August 11, 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM • Fee: This workshop is free 
but pre-registration is required - If you plan to start a business, this workshop is designed for 
you. Aspiring entrepreneurs will receive an introduction to startup costs, financing options, 
and business planning along with the necessary steps to getting started. abilities to lead and 
manage a company, as well as evaluate market and sales potential for their products/services. 
Business owners will also be able to assess their abilities to lead and manage a company, as well 
as evaluate market and sales potential for their products/services.

Business Research: Feasibility to Expansion • Tuesday, August 16, 6:00 PM to 8:30 PM • Fee: 
This workshop is free but pre-registration is required - Are you thinking of starting your own 
business and want to research your business idea? Do you want to know about market trends and 
opportunities to grow your sales? Are you looking for new customers or to diversify your market 
base? Business research shows you ways to find your ideal customers, your competitors, perform 
competitive analysis and more.

Team SBA Financing Roundtable • Thursday, August 18, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM • Fee: This 
workshop is free but pre-registration is required - What is the secret to getting a business loan? 
Find out by attending this free financing roundtable and learn how banks will review your appli-
cation. You will also be exposed to what you can do to improve your chances for obtaining a loan 
and how SBA loan guarantee programs can help you get the financing you need. Note: Because 
the SBA does not provide loan guarantees to real estate investment firms, including purchasing 
and rehabbing houses for resale, this type of financing is not discussed at the roundtables.

Pitch ‘N’ Pontiac • Completed Applications Due July 29, 2016 - The Pitch “N” Pontiac Compe-
tition provides new and existing small for profit business owners in the food, technology, and 
lifestyle industries the unique opportunity to pitch their idea and gaining valuable, on-the-spot 
insight to launch and grow their businesses. Seven finalists will be selected to participate in 
this first annual Pitch “N” Pontiac Competition. The Pitch will take place on August 31st. This 
exciting event allows the finalists to pitch their idea to a panel of industry experts and members 
of the Pontiac business community. The winners will receive monetary and consulting resources 
to move their business forward!

Pitch Prep Sessions for Finalists: August 15 – 26 •Live Competition: Wednesday, August 31, 5-8 
p.m. • Finalists will be announced: Monday, August 12, 2016.

Walk-In Start-Up Thursdays • Every Thursday, all year, 9:30 AM – Noon & 1:30 PM – 4:30 PM 
• Fee: This workshop is free and no appointment is necessary - Individuals who want to launch 
a business but don‘t know where to begin can receive confidential, one-on-one advice from an 
experienced business consultant. Counselors will answer start-up questions, suggest next steps 
and guidance on business planning tools. Walk-in sessions available on a first-come, first-served 
basis and are limited to 15 minutes. Pre-register by visiting Advantage Oakland‘s Business Work-
shops page or by calling 248-858-0783. Unless otherwise noted, all programs are held at the 
Oakland County Executive Office Building Conference Center, 2100 Pontiac Lake Road, west of 
Telegraph, in Waterford. Stay connected with the Business Center on Advantage Oakland‘s Face-
book and Twitter and learn more about the Oakland County One Stop Shop Business Center on ir 
website or visit their Eventbrite page.
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Black Lives’ platform demands social justice, repara-
tions, changes to U.S. criminal system United Press International

Activist organizations aligned with the Black Lives Matter movement re-
cently issued a collective policy platform that calls for numerous changes 
to law enforcement, criminal justice and social systems days ahead of  
the two-year anniversary of  the Michael Brown shooting in Ferguson, 
Missouri.

The Movement for Black Lives, a coalition of  various civil rights advoca-
cy groups, published the agenda on its website Monday. Titled, “A Vision 
for Black Lives: Policy Demands for Black Power, Freedom and Justice,” 
it includes six main demands and 40 priorities moving forward.

“Black humanity and dignity requires Black political will and power,” the 
platform statement begins. “Despite constant exploitation and perpetual 
oppression, Black people have bravely and brilliantly been the driving 
force pushing the United States towards the ideals it articulates but has 
never achieved.” 

The six core demands are: End the War on Black People, Reparations, In-
vest-Divest, Economic Justice, Community Control and Political Power.

“Together, we demand an end to the wars against Black people. We de-
mand that the government repair the harms that have been done to Black 
communities in the form of  reparations and targeted long-term invest-
ments. We also demand a de-funding of  the systems and institutions that 
criminalize and cage us,” the agenda states. “This document articulates 
our vision of  a fundamentally different world.”

“We reject false solutions and believe we can achieve a complete trans-
formation of  the current systems, which place profit over people and 
make it impossible for many of  us to breathe,” it adds, referring to the 
web-viral catchphrase sparked by the 2014 choking death of  Eric Garner 
in New York City, which occurred about a month before Brown‘s death.

Part of  the movement‘s demand for reparations includes free access to 
all U.S. colleges and universities and forgiveness for all student debt for 
black Americans, as the platform says educational disparity is a major 
contributing factor to societal disadvantages.

The agenda also calls for numerous other changes including fair access to 
political positions of  power, an end to capital punishment, opposition to 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade deal, and the full decriminalization of  
certain offenses, including minor narcotics distribution and prostitution.

“Decriminalization would ensure that individuals who use, possess, or 
sell drugs or trade sex are not subject to arrest, detention or conviction,” 
the platform states.

The Movement for Black Lives, established after the controversial death 
of  Trayvon Martin in 2012, represents nearly 30 member organizations 
and 36 endorsing organizations.

Monday‘s platform adds uniformity to the chapter-based movement, 
which has operated for four years in somewhat of  an unsystematic man-
ner without centralized leadership. It also comes at a politically active 
time in the United States, as many citizens monitor and participate in the 
run-up to the November presidential election.

Activists and protesters have acted regularly under the Black Lives Matter 
umbrella, often in response to incidents or events central to their cause 
such as the Ferguson shooting, Garner‘s death, the death of  Freddie Gray 
in Baltimore last year, and this summer‘s controversial deaths of  Alton 
Sterling in Louisiana and Philandro Castile in Minnesota.

“There can be no liberation for all Black people if  we do not center and 
fight for those who have been marginalized,” the platform states. “It is 
our hope that by working together to create and amplify a shared agenda, 
we can continue to move towards a world in which the full humanity and 
dignity of  all people is recognized.”

A number of  supporting organizations applauded the new platform.

Copyright 2016 United Press International, Inc. (UPI). Any reproduc-
tion, republication, redistribution and/or modification of  any UPI con-
tent is expressly prohibited without UPI‘s prior written consent.

This content is published through a licensing agreement with Acquire 
Media using its NewsEdge technology.

A Perspective/Opinion
(The Pontiac News provides news and opinion articles as a service to our readers. Often these articles come from sources outside of our organization. Where possible, 
the author and the source are documented within each article. Statements and opinions expressed in these articles are solely those of the author or authors and may or 
may not be shared by the staff and Management or the Publisher of The Pontiac News, Inc.)
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Youth Matters
4 Tips For Helping Your Child Dis-
connect From The Electronic World

Rappers In Houston Flood Black-Owned 
Bank To Open Accounts

Ever since Nintendo made the Pokemon Go video-game app available, 
young people have been exploring their communities with their eyes firm-
ly fixed on their smartphones rather than on the wonders of  the world.

If  endless hours spent capturing imaginary creatures seems like an elec-
tronic addiction, it very well may be, but that‘s nothing new. Many chil-
dren have been plugged into electronic devices for a long time now, rarely 
looking up as they help virtual animals save the day, keep race cars on 
track and watch endless loops of  videos on YouTube.

And that can be a concern, says Elaine Fogel Schneider, Ph.D., a thera-
pist and author of  “7 Strategies for Raising Calm, Inspired & Successful 
Children” (www.askdrelaine.com).

“They are so attached to technology at such an early age and it‘s changing 
their brain circuitry,” Schneider says. “They begin to lose the back and 
forth communication with their parents, and/or siblings, and the whole 
notion of  empathy. For really young children, these devices have become 
the babysitter. I fully understand that parents need a break (as do grand-
parents), but there have to be limits.”

Schneider has tips for parents who worry about how they can control 
their child‘s electronic pastime.

• Set rules. Limit the amount of  time your child can spend on an electron-
ic device and be consistent in enforcing those rules. This way your child 
knows that when you say he or she only has two minutes left, then there 
really is only two minutes left, not three or four hours. 

• Use a timer. A timer does not “lie” and can take the blame away from 
you when you‘re limiting your child‘s time on the device. Use the timer 
that measures down the time your child is spending on the tablet, smart-
phone, and/or technological game, so that your child knows the end for 
using that device is approaching, and it won‘t be a surprise when time is 
up. You can even have your child select a tone on the smartphone that 
he or she likes. 

• Be ready with another activity. Plan an alternative way of  engaging your 
child so when the device is turned off, some other interest can be pro-
vided and take his or her mind off  the electronic device. ―Describe what 
you‘re going to do so the child‘s interest is piqued into doing something 
else that he or she enjoys,” Schneider says. 

• Use these tips in your home at first. As with everything, at first there‘s 
a learning curve, so there may be tantrums, tears, melt downs and even 
depression. That‘s why Schneider recommends following these tips at 
home first. ―I wouldn‘t think of  trying this out in public right away since 
I don‘t think you want to endure the wrath or glances of  diners or shop-
pers as they hear your child scream,” Schneider says. In time, though, the 
child will know what is expected, she says, and will be able to disconnect 
from a smartphone, tablet, or other electronic device without major melt-
downs.

“In the long run, you‘re doing a service for your child by limiting the 
amount of  time spent on an electronic device,” Schneider says. ―I can 
remember hearing my own mother‘s words,  “I‘m doing this for your own 
good!‘ And that‘s really true.”
About Elaine Fogel Schneider, Ph.D.

Elaine Fogel Schneider, author of  the Amazon bestseller “7 Strategies for Raising Calm, Inspired & 
Successful Children” (www.askdrelaine.com), is one of  the country‘s leading authorities on touch thera-
py, and founder of  Baby Steps, preparing young children for educational readiness and providing parent 
coaching. As a sought-after speaker and trainer, she offers interactive presentations and workshops for 
educators, parents and healthcare professionals.
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If  you have been following the #buyblack movement, then you are 
probably also aware of  #Bankblack. What you may not know is that the 
movement has taken on a whole new dynamic with the national protests 
over the shooting deaths of  Black men by the police.

Michael Grant, the president of  the National Bankers Association – a 
trade association representing America’s women and minority-owned 
banks believes “These killings released a sense of  hopelessness and frus-
tration, and this volcanic eruption happened for us to do something pos-
itive, to put our energies into something that can help solve problems.” 
According to Grant, the positive action is the drive for Black Americans 
to put their money in minority-owned financial institutions. “The Afri-
can-American community is turning inward out of  frustration…I think 
the shootings really were a spark, a catalyst that unleashed an energy, a 
yearning that was bubbling up,” he added.

NBA Chairman and CEO of  the minority-owned City National Bank of  
New Jersey, Preston Pinkett III, agrees. He was quoted in the Philadelphia 
Tribune, saying, “The Black lives matter movement is a complement to 
an emerging economic empowerment movement that is engulfing Black 
communities all over America.”

The message was not lost on a number of  Houston rappers who joined 
the growing number of  celebrities moving their money into Black-owned 
banks. The artists opened accounts at Unity Bank, the only black-owned 
bank in Houston. In response, Killermike tweeted:

“These are my friends and fellow rappers being the change that those 
who down talk them accuse them of  not being. I salute the Rappers in H 
Town. Thanks for the call Paul Wall. Salutes Johnny Dang for being an 
ally to the community that u make money with. Special salutes to Brother 
Deric (Salaam Black man) & Willie D for using the moment to lead our 
dollars where there shud be. #BankBlackBankSmallBankLocal salutes H 
Town. Salutes TIP for showing cross south love like we always have & 
will do! #RIPPimpC”

Earlier in the month, Solange Knowles said she was moving her mon-
ey into a Black-owned bank as a result of  the police killings of  Alton 
Sterling and Philando Castile. She posted her thoughts on social media. 
“While I realize this is a very personal decision and thing to share, I’m 
proud to say I made that step today. Time to literally put my money where 
my mouth is.”

According to Madame Noire, the banks could use the help. In 2014, it 
was stated “Last year, 60 percent of  Black-owned banks lost money…
And from 2001 to 2015, the number of  Black banks decreased dramat-
ically from 48 to 25.” Now, in 2016, the number of  black banks has de-
creased yet again. The number  is down to 19.

Teri Williams is the President and COO of  the nation’s largest Black-
owned bank, OneUnited Bank. She believes that Black banks still have a 
purpose. “We stand on a history and a foundation of  great leaders and 
civil rights leaders who underscored the importance of  Black people har-
nessing their spending power…what we are is a barometer of  the com-
munity’s financial strength.”

By Robert Stitt
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Health Matters
Consumer Reports Joins Pharma Campaign 
Against Dietary Supplements By Dr. Mercola

Story at-a-glance

• Consumer Reports article claims dietary supplements put your 
health at risk simply because

• they’re not regulated as drugs

• The article contains the same talking points and is supported by 
the same “experts” as other hit pieces against supplements, mak-
ing it obvious that it is part and parcel of  the pro- pharma cam-
paign to eliminate supplements

• Data shows that adverse reactions to pharmaceutical drugs are 
62,000 times more likely to kill you than food supplements

• In February, I exposed how the Canadian Broadcast (CBC) News, 
The New York Times and PBS/Frontline all appeared to be part 
of  this coordinated campaign against supplements

As you may have noticed, there’s an 
ongoing campaign aimed at regulating 
supplements as drugs.1 This would al-
low the drug industry to eliminate the 
competition of  the supplement indus-
try, thereby increasing its own profits.
 

The primary talking point is that sup-
plements are not regulated as drugs, 
so they are therefore unsafe. Strangely, 
prescription drugs kill many more peo-
ple than car accidents — making them 
one of  the most dangerous products on 
the market.

Yet, the pharmaceutical agents continue lobbying for drug regulations to 
be enforced upon supplements to ensure our “safety.” The obvious moti-
vation here is to give pharmaceutical companies a whole new product line 
as they have been struggling to innovate new successful drugs.

Can you imagine a day when the vitamins you consume will only be avail-
able by prescription? And at drug prices? In the U.S., sales of  dietary 
supplements totaled nearly $37 billion in 2014, while the number of  sup-
plement users in the U.S. has reached 68 percent of  the population.

In February, I exposed how the Canadian Broadcast (CBC) News, The 
New York Times and PBS/Frontline all appeared to be part of  this coor-
dinated campaign against supplements.

In November 2015, CBC News published a report in which they accused 
a number of  supplement makers of  failing to live up to label claims. By 
the end of  January, the news agency was forced to retract its report as 
their lab tests were proven inaccurate.

Following on the heels of  this debacle, Frontline aired a program focused 
on concerns that consumers may endanger their health by taking vita-
mins and supplements.

Our initial story outing the glaring bias and the subsequent public outcry 
led to PBS Ombudsman Michael Getler doing a detailed review of  the 
program.

In conclusion, Getler admitted that vitamin supplements do not pose “a 
public health calamity” as the show had unfairly insinuated. I published 
a follow-up on Frontline’s hit piece on February 22, in which I further 
clarified the issue of  how supplements are regulated.

Consumer Reports Joins Organized Campaign Against Supplements

Now Consumer Reports has issued a very similar report, again raising the 
nonsensical and inaccurate claim that supplements put your health at risk 
simply because they’re not regulated as drugs.

Buried in this 15-page report, they do admit that any adverse reactions 
are likely “miniscule.” That slight admission is easily missed among the 
massive fear-mongering promoted throughout this propaganda piece.

Anyone familiar with the statistics knows how stupendously ignorant it 
is to say that drugs are safer than supplements because their regulations 
are stricter.

• At least 106,000 Americans die each year from the negative side 
effects of  drugs taken as prescribed, and that’s using decades-old 
data. People take more drugs these days, so the death toll is likely 
to be far higher.

• Prescription drugs kill more Americans each year than traffic  
accidents

• One drug, Vioxx, killed 
60,000 people before finally being  
withdrawn

• Beta-blockers alone 
killed 800,000 in five years

• Since 1999, more than 
190,000 Americans have died 
from overdosing on opioid 
painkillers.

Data also shows that adverse re-
actions to pharmaceutical drugs 
are 62,000 times more likely to kill 
you than food supplements and 

7,750 times more likely to kill you than herbal remedies.

Considering the fact that Consumer Reports’ article contains the exact 
same talking points, and is supported by the same people as so many oth-
er hit pieces against supplements, it’s quite obvious that this piece is part 
and parcel of  the pro-pharma “astroturf ” campaign.

For those unfamiliar with the term “astroturf,” it refers to effort on the 
part of  special interests to surreptitiously sway public opinion by making 
it appear as though it’s a grassroots effort for or against a particular agen-
da or, as in this case, warnings issued by a “panel of  experts.”

Supplements Have an Enviable Safety Record
Since 2008, the supplement industry has been required to report adverse 
events to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) adverse effects 
reports (AER) system, pursuant to the 2006 Act.

Data from this reporting system shows there were 488 times as many 
adverse events reported from prescription drugs as from dietary supple-
ments between 2008 and 2011. Adverse effects from drugs are also far 
more likely to be lethal. In 2014, there was not one single death from a 
vitamin supplement.

Adverse events from supplements are also most commonly associated 
with sexual enhancers, energy- boosters and weight loss formulas, not 
vitamins and minerals that have well-established benefits for health.

Frankly, these are the types of  products you can find at many gas stations. 
If  you are buying your supplements at the same place you find powdered 
doughnuts and potato chips, you are likely not a very educated consumer 
and should reconsider your choices.

.....See DIETARY page 11
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DIETARY continued from page 10.....
Unfortunately, many of  these types of  products are illegally spiked with 
pharmaceutical drugs! If  drugs are so well-regulated, how do they end up 
on the shelves illegally disguised as supplements?

And why are we constantly spammed with emails linking to web-
sites where you can buy all these pharmaceuticals online without  
a prescription?

If  pharmaceutical regulations were so great, you would think they would 
have better control of  their supply chain and stop the illegal sales of  their 
products. But, as we have found out with the tragic opioid epidemic drug 
companies are more than happy to sell as many drugs as possible.

After all, they are the federally approved drug dealers that leave tax-pay-
ers and family members to clean up after the wave of  deaths and addic-
tions they have caused.
Regulating Supplements Like Drugs Would Not Make Them Safer
Given these kinds of  statistics, wouldn’t it make more sense to argue that 
we need much more stringent regulations on drugs? Tylenol alone kills 
nearly 500 people annually, and ironically the supplement NAC is used to 
save the lives of  those poisoned.

Why focus on dietary supplements when drugs clearly pose a FAR great-
er health hazard? There’s only one reason, and that is because supple-
ments effectively compete with drug sales. Without supplements a lot 
more people would be sicker, and 
without alternatives, they’d have no 
choice besides drugs.

And there can be little doubt that 
many supplements would vanish 
from the market should supplements 
be regulated as drugs, since the drug 
approval process itself  can cost up-
wards of  $2 billion — a fee that can-
not be recuperated when you’re sell-
ing a low-cost nutrient.

The only alternative would be to 
charge drug prices, which means any 
given vitamin or mineral supplement 
could cost hundreds or even thousands of  dollars per bottle.

Probiotic Accused of  Killing Preemie
The Consumer Reports story opens with a tragic and horrible descrip-
tion of  a premature infant given probiotics (based on life-saving evidence 
such as that published by Cochrane Neonatal Reviews that was allegedly 
contaminated with a fungus that killed the child.

According to Solgar, the maker of  the probiotic in question, the compa-
ny fully cooperated with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to investigate 
the contamination, and “numerous facility and equipment inspections” 
failed to reveal any contaminants at any point in its supply chain.

As noted by Consumer Reports, “The company said the only contami-
nated samples found were those delivered to the FDA by the Yale-New 
Haven Hospital pharmacy.” What the article fails to note is that fungal 
infections are commonly found in hospital settings in general. Fungal 
outbreaks have been traced back to contaminated linens, bandages and 
tongue depressors, for example, and preemies are a high-risk group for 
fungal infections.

So it seems odd that the fungus could not be found anywhere except in 
the bottles stored at the hospital itself. While the absolute source may 
never be known, this is an extremely rare and tragic example that is now 
being used as a prime example of  why supplements like probiotics should 

be regulated as drugs.

But just how does the FDA regulate drugs when it comes to contamina-
tion? They do it through a process called Current Good Manufacturing 
Practice regulations (CGMPs). The FDA also has CGMP regulations for 
dietary supplements. So whether probiotics were regulated as supple-
ments or as drugs, the end result in this case would have been the same, 
as the FDA cannot guarantee that drugs are free of  contaminants either.

A look at the FDA’s recall list for 2016 is enough to suggest contami-
nation is an issue that affects the food, drug and supplement industries 
alike. Of  these products, supplements are by far the safest to consume.

Consumer Reports Stoops to Shocking Low
“With the help of  an expert panel, Consumer Reports identified 15 
supplement ingredients to avoid, ones that have been linked to serious 
medical problems including organ damage, cancer and cardiac arrest,” 
Consumer Reports writes. The article itself  does not identify the experts 
on this panel. Nor does it report any conflicts of  interest. A separate 
document does list the members of  this panel, though.

Lo and behold, Consumer Reports could not have put together a more 
biased base of  “experts” for this anti-supplement hit piece. In fact, they 
did a poor job of  covering their tracks by picking some of  the most 
outspoken supplement-loathing pro-pharma spokespeople out there. As 
suspected, Dr. Paul Offit was part of  this panel. It seems wherever the 
big pharma campaign against supplements goes, Offit is there — even 

though his fabrications and lack of  
disclosure are well-documented.

And, as usual, Offit did not disclose 
the extent of  his professional and 
financial relationships with the phar-
maceutical industry. Offit has been 
paid millions of  dollars by Merck, 
a company whose reputation rivals 
some of  the worst on the planet. His 
research chair at the Children’s Hos-
pital is even sponsored by Merck.

Offit has also been on the board of  
trustees of  one of  the worst front 
groups of  all times, the American 

Council on Science and Health (ACSH), and he certainly did not raise a 
ruckus about the contamination issues plaguing his own rotavirus vac-
cine, which was suspended in 2010 when found to contain DNA from a 
virus lethal to pigs. Why Consumer Reports would give any credibility to 
someone so clearly conflicted is difficult to comprehend.

’Expert’ Panel Filled With Documented Supplement-Loathers
Another panel member notorious for his staunch views against dietary 
supplements is Dr. Pieter Cohen. It seems Offit and Cohen are now 
tag-teaming on their respective life’s work to make supplements regulated 
as drugs, so they can be equally expensive and “safe.”

Cohen reportedly became obsessed with identifying supplements illegally 
laced with drugs back in 2005, when some of  his patients were sickened 
by a Brazilian weight loss supplement containing antidepressants and thy-
roid hormones. As reported by Jennifer Couzin-Frankel in 2015, after 10 
years of  sleuthing, “he and his collaborators have identified three hidden 
stimulant drugs in supplements.

Three illegal stimulants. In 10 years. Hardly what one would call an epi-
demic of  crime when drug makers are regularly featured on various Top 
Criminals lists and keep getting fined hundreds of  millions of  dollars for 
their illegal activities. For a rundown on some of  the worst of  the worst, 
see my previous articles, “The 6 Top Thugs of  the Medical World,” and 
“Top 10 Drug Company Settlements.”.....See REPORT page 12
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REPORT continued from page 11.....
Another noteworthy irony is that it is supplements containing DRUGS 
that are causing problems, not vitamin and mineral supplements most 
commonly used for and associated with health.

Consumer Reports’ Chief  Medical Adviser: an Outspoken Pro-
Drug, Anti-Supplement Crusader
Consumer Reports’ own chief  medical adviser Dr. Marvin Lipman was 
also part of  this expert panel. He too has “authored articles on the dan-
gers of  dietary supplements,” according to Consumer Reports, and has a 
history of  speaking out against the use of  supplements. Indeed, entering 
“Marvin M. Lipman dangers of  dietary supplements” into Google yields 
no less than 8,080 results.

To his credit, Lipman did disclose the fact that he’s a board member of  
U.S. Pharmacopeia (USP, a com-
pendium of  drug information), 
which is repeatedly promoted as 
“what to look for in a trusted sup-
plement brand.” Overall, Lipman, 
just as Offit and Cohen, has made 
his stance on supplements quite 
clear and is by no possible means 
an unbiased objective panel mem-
ber. One 2015 Sam’s Watch article 
quotes Lipman as saying:

“The idea that dietary supplements 
cure the common cold, restore 
prostate health, sharpen your mind, 
or have any other health benefit is 
dubious at best.”

To say that supplements have no health benefits whatsoever, despite the 
enormous amount of  scientific research done on a wide array of  vita-
mins, minerals and other common nutritional supplements such as anti-
oxidants, is tantamount to saying there’s no evidence that food supports 
or restores health, either.

I encourage everyone to contact Consumer Reports to let them know that 
you will not stand for them intentionally selecting such a biased group of  
panel members that falsely dramatize the dangers of  supplements. Nav-
igate to the website below to contact them now. https://ec.consumerre-
ports.org/ec/customerservice/customer-service.htm

I think it’s really important to note that just as you have junk food with 
questionable and downright hazardous ingredients on the market, there 
are certain types of  supplements that should be viewed with suspicion as 
they’re more prone to cause adverse effects. Top offenders as I’ve pre-
viously described are weight loss supplements, energy-boosting prepara-
tions and muscle or sexual enhancement products.

These types of  products have little to do with nutrition and health, even 
though they’re lumped together with nutritional supplements such as vi-
tamins, minerals and antioxidants.

Drs. Marcus and Grollman, Raising Awareness Against Herbal Use
Then there’s Drs. Arthur Grollman and Donald Marcus, who have cam-
paigned against the use of  herbs. In a recent paper the pair warn against 
the use of  traditional herbal remedies, saying long-term historical use is 
no guarantee of  safety. They also disagree with the World Health Orga-
nization’s (WHO) endorsement of  the use of  traditional herbal remedies 
on the premise that traditional medicine is of  unproven quality.

In 2012, Marcus and Grollman also published a paper in the Archives 
of  Internal Medicine, discussing “The Consequences of  Ineffective Reg-
ulation of  Dietary Supplements. A Google search for “Marcus Groll-
man Supplements” yields a whopping 48,500 results, and a quick browse 

through the headlines confirms initial suspicions that these two are clear-
ly biased against nutritional supplements and traditional herbal remedies.

Some Supplements Are Best Avoided
There’s only one person left on Consumer Reports’ expert panel and 
that’s Philip Gregory, director of  the Center for Drug Information and 
Evidence-Based Practice and an associate professor of  pharmacy prac-
tice at Creighton University. Gregory is also an associate editor of  the 
Journal of  Evidence-Based Complementary and Alternative Medicine.

Last year, Gregory published a study showing that of  the 1,560 dietary 
supplement-related regulatory alerts identified through Health Cana-
da (1,287 alerts) and FDA MedWatch (273 alerts), sexual enhancement 
products accounted for 33 percent of  all regulatory alerts.

Overall, and conforming to what I said earlier, “supplements intended 
for sexual enhancement, weight 
loss and bodybuilding or athletic 
performance appeared to pose the 
greatest risk for patient harm due 
to product contamination with a 
pharmaceutical such as a phospho-
diesterase-5 inhibitor or sibutra-
mine.”

Again, pharmaceutical contam-
inants were the most common 
hazard, which is ironic when you 
consider that supplement critics all 
claim supplements would be much 
safer if  only they were regulated as 
drugs.

Maybe Consumer Reports could trace down where these illegal pharma 
products are coming from rather than trying to turn all dietary supple-
ments into drugs, seeing how drugs kill well over 100,000 people each 
year and are the problem ingredients in hazardous supplement products.

I agree that sexual enhancers, weight loss and performance enhancers 
are not product categories that most reasonably health conscious people 
understand, and I believe you should stay away from them as you do junk 
food or factory-farmed meat products.

Dangerous pharmaceutical products are likely to be found in those ille-
gally disguised supplement products. To include ALL nutritional supple-
ments into this class of  “gas station supplements” is beyond irrational, 
especially when you consider the enormous dangers posed by so-called 
“well-regulated” drugs, which are one of  the leading causes of  death.

Disclaimer: The entire contents of  this article are based upon the opin-
ions of  Dr. Mercola, unless otherwise noted. Individual articles are based 
upon the opinions of  the respective author, who retains copyright as 
marked. The information in this article is not intended to replace a one-
on-one relationship with a qualified health care professional and is not 
intended as medical advice. It is intended as a sharing of  knowledge and 
information from the research and experience of  Dr. Mercola and his 
community. Dr. Mercola encourages you to make your own health care 
decisions based upon your research and in partnership with a qualified 
health care professional. If  you are pregnant, nursing, taking medication, 
or have a medical condition, consult your health care

professional before using products based on this content.

†The World’s #1 Natural Health Website claim is based upon Alexa Nat-
ural Health Website rankings. © Copyright 1997-2016 Dr. Joseph Merco-
la. All Rights Reserved.

This article was brought to you by Dr. Mercola, a New York Times best-
selling author. For more helpful articles, please visit Mercola.com today 
and receive your FREE Take Control of  Your Health E-book!
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Business & Workforce Development
Why Job-Hunting Millennials Could Find A 
Perfect Match With The Federal Government
The greying of  the federal-government workforce could soon create a 
hiring crisis as a large swath of  older workers retires in the coming years 
and a new generation declines to fill the breach.

Simply put, most young people who are in job-search mode tend to look 
elsewhere, finding no motivation to vie for federal government positions 
that may strike them as more dreary than dazzling.

“Millennials want to work some place that seems cool, like Google, or 
at least for a company with a recognizable name,” says Ann Vanderslice 
(www.annvanderslice.com), president and CEO of  Retirement Planning 
Strategies, which specializes in advising federal workers about their ben-
efits.

“Not that the federal government isn‘t a recognizable name. But it just 
seems bureaucratic to them, with lots of  rules and structures.”

The nonprofit group Partnership for Public Service reports that just 7 
percent of  federal government jobs are held by millennials, even though 
they account for 23 percent of  the overall U.S. workforce.

In addition to preferring less-bureaucratic employers, millennials also are 
dissuaded by the online system for applying for federal employment, a 
website called USAJobs. Vanderslice describes USAJobs as a “hornets 
nest” of  an application system.

“It‘s very cumbersome,” she says. ―They get lost in it. And then, if  you 
do finish the application, it can take six to nine months for the hiring 
process to play out. Most of  them find other jobs in the meantime.” But 
if  they‘re willing to persist, millennials could find that employment with 
the federal government is more desirable than they realize, Vanderslice 
says. Some reasons include:

• Advancement opportunities. Federal jobs come with an enormous 
potential to move up quickly because about 30 percent of  federal 
employees are eligible to retire right now, and likely will be retiring 
in the next three to five years. They are holding higher positions 
that will suddenly open up, Vanderslice says. That means some 
young people who start at one of  the entry-level positions could be 
making more than $80,000 in just three to five years. 

• Benefits. Federal employees enjoy exceptional benefits compared 
to many other workers. Not only do they have health benefits and 
paid holidays, they also have both the Thrift Savings Plan, a 401(k)-
style plan, and a pension, something few private companies offer 
anymore. “Millennials, unfortunately, often don‘t understand the 
value of  that,” Vanderslice says. 

• Having an impact. Studies have shown that millennials prefer jobs 
with a purpose beyond making money. Employment with the fed-
eral government can provide just the opportunity they are looking 
for to make a positive difference in people‘s lives.

“Not only would millennials benefit from joining the federal government 
labor pool, but the government would benefit, too,” Vanderslice says. 
“Millennials could bring with them some of  that youthful enthusiasm. 
They also tend to be technologically savvy. This is a potential match that 
would work well for both the employee and the employer.”
Ann Vanderslice (www.annvanderslice.com), president and CEO of  Retirement Planning Strategies, 
helps federal employees understand their benefits, maximize the value of  their benefits, and plan for re-
tirement, as well as organize income planning and IRA distributions. Vanderslice holds the Registered 
Financial Consultant designation from the International Association of  Registered Financial Con-
sultants and the Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor designation from the College for Financial 
Planning. She also is author of  “Fedtelligence 2.0 - The Ultimate Guide to Mastering Your Federal 
Benefits.”
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In 2014, 50 volunteers served 52,200 hours to mentor 150 Oakland Coun-
ty students - but there is an urgent need for more volunteers. According 
to Herschell Masten, Director of  Senior Services at Catholic Charities of  
Southeast Michigan (CCSEM), “As you can see from the large number 
of  service hours, Foster Grandparent volunteers are deeply committed 
to helping young people. These volunteers serve as role-models, mentors, 
tutors and caregivers by developing on-going, one-on-one relationships 
with their assigned children. They serve a variety of  types of  students 
including those that need extra attention to achieve their full academic 
potential and students with cognitive impairments. They make a real dif-

ference in the lives of  these children and in our community.” 

Masten continues, “More than half  of  the current Foster Grandparents 
have been serving at least 5 years. Volunteers make meaningful connec-
tions with students and staff  as well as their fellow volunteers. Foster 
Grandparents often tell me how the program enriches their life – that 
their years of  life experience are so valuable.”

CCSEM’s FGP will be offering a free information and training event. 
Interested volunteers should immediately contact Carol Wall, Program 
Manager, at wallc@ccsem.org or (248) 559-1147 ext. 3913 to learn more 
and be registered for the training.

Each Foster Grandparent receives a tax-free stipend to enable them to 
serve without cost to themselves as well as assistance with meals, trans-
portation, supplemental accident and liability insurance coverage while 
serving. Pre-service training is provided along with monthly in-service 
trainings for all volunteers. 

Placements at schools in Pontiac, Southfield, Oak Park and Ferndale will 
be available when school resumes to adults age 55 and over who are on 
a limited income and are interested in making a meaningful difference 
in their community. Additional, free volunteer programs sponsored by 
CCSEM place adults ages 55 and over in a wide variety of  volunteer 
programs to suit individuals’ interests and abilities. For more information 
about any of  these programs contact Carol Wall at wallc@ccsem.org or 
(248) 559-1147 ext.3913.

Senior Mentors Train Now to Help Local Students in the Fall



Motorcities Dedication Ceremony:
Date: Tuesday August 16, 9:30 - 10:00am !

Location: Pontiac City Hall - 47450 Woodward Ave, 
Pontiac, MI 48342

For Information Contact Ron Gay www.gthree.net 
www.wetbasementconsultants.com  

248 762 3511

Deirdre Waterman has been mayor 
of  Pontiac since 2014. She holds 
the distinction of  being the city’s 
first woman to serve as mayor and 
the state’s first African-American 
female ophthalmologist.

Mayor Waterman’s Spirit 
of Pontiac Update

Community Events
Bloomfield Woodward Estates Association Meeting 

@ Kappa Center 200 Earlmoor Blvd Pontiac MI 

Saturday, May 15, 2016 from 1pm until 2:30pm 

Mrs. Velma Stephens, Chairperson

For information Contact 

President Robert Bass @ 248-212-6132

KELLY MILLER CIRCUS COMING TO TOWN 
Proceeds to Benefit Local Charities

Wednesday, August, 17
Wisner Stadium  

441 Cesar E. Chavez Ave. Pontiac 48342 248.630.7086

Kelly Miller Circus Performances:  
4:30 and 7:30 pm

Tent Raising and Tour:  9:00 am
Wisner Car Show and Activities:  

10:00 am- 3:30 pm
Meet Oakland County Sheriff ’s Deputies:  

8:30 am – 10:00 pm Multicultural Family
Center Children Activities Tent:  

9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Tickets:  

www.wisnerllc.com 
 www.centromulticultural.org  

Wisner Stadium O ffice:  
441 Cesar E. Chavez, Pontiac

Multicultural Family Center: 
35 W. Huron, Suite 500

Pontiac Buckner ’s A Desser t Café:  
19 N Saginaw St, Pontiac
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SUBSCRIBE OR ADVERTISE

email: thepontiacnews@sbcglobal.net   
call: (248) 758-1411

Pontiac Power Week August 14-20
Join us for events that include the Pontiac Power Week Classic Car 

Show in the city’s core; Corvettes on Woodward and the Optima 
Ultimate Film Festival Drive-In Movie at M1 Concourse.

The jaw-dropping ‘Roadkill Nights’ festival and drag race event will 
bring Woodward Avenue to a literal stop on Friday, Aug. 19.

Rounding out the week on Saturday, Aug. 20 will be the annual 
Woodward Dream Cruise with an expanded footprint  

in our great city.
For more details click the link below!   

http://www.pontiacpowerweekevents.com/

Pitch’N’Pontiac- Live Pitch Contest 
Pontiac Creative Arts Center 
47 Williams St. Pontiac 48341   

Wednesday, August 31,  5:00-8:00pm 
Light refreshments will be served

For more information  
call: Belinda Turner-DuBois (248) 460-3973
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