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13 Reasons Why Donald Trump Will Make the Best President, Ever
Think Donald Trump wouldn’t do well in office? Think again. Yes, he has a tendency to speak without thinking and he’s embarrassed himself on more than a
couple of occasions. Plus, we all thought this was just a publicity stunt. However, what we may not realize is that Trump may bring some needed change to the
country. Find out the top reasons why Trump would make the best president of
all time......See article page 7

Ten Reasons Why Hillary Clinton Will Make A Good President
Leaders are made and not born, and this is why some people are good at being
leaders and others are not. Presidency is about leadership, and of a considerable number of people and finding, a leader for these people has to depend on
many attributes both personal and experiential. Hilary Clinton is highly likely
to make a good president for the American people because of many attributes
as indicated below......See article Page 7

Great Things Are Happening in Pontiac and Pontiac Schools! .....See article page 3
Pontiac School District to Distribute Thousands of Backpacks Filled with School Supplies Back-to-School Rally
to Kick-off the New School Year .....See article page 3

O b a m a ’s
Numbers
July 2016
Update

(The Pontiac News provides news and opinion articles as a service to our readers. Often these articles come from
sources outside of our organization. Where possible, the author and the source are documented within each
article. Statements and opinions expressed in these articles are solely those of the author or authors and may or
.....See article page 10 may not be shared by the the Publisher of The Pontiac News, Inc.)
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EDITORIAL by R. FrankRussell,Publisher

WHAT’S INSIDE

Thi s i ssue of The Pont i a c Ne w s i s d e d i c ate d to p rovi d i n g i n fo r m at i o n on th e
u pcom i n g August 2 Pr i m ar y El e c t i o n an d o n t h e t wo m aj o r p re s i d e nt i al c a n d i date s. Ple a se re v i e w t h e var i o u s ar t i c l e s, d o yo u r re s e arc h , an d rea ch
your ow n conc lusi ons. A s al way s we we l co m e co m m e nt s an d yo u r fe e dba ck .

Don’t Forget to Vote on Tuesday, August 2, 2016
PONTIAC POLLING LOCATIONS
Precincts 1, 2 & 3

Precincts 4, 5 & 6

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
174 Branch Street
(Crossroads Bagley & Orchard Lake )

Bowen Center
52 Bagley Street
(Crossroads Orchard Lake & Bagley)

Precincts 7 & 8

Precincts 9 & 10

Baldwin Center
212 Baldwin Ave.
(Crossroads Montcalm and Caesar Chavez)

Alcott Elementary
460 West Kennett
(Crossroads Baldwin & Dixie Highway)

Precincts 11 & 12

Precincts 13 & 14

Kennedy Junior High School
1700 Baldwin Ave.
(Crossroads Walton & I-75 Baldwin South Exit)

Alcott Elementary
460 West Kennett
(Crossroads Baldwin & Dixie Highway)

Precincts 15

Precincts 16,17 & 18

Herrington Elementary
541 Bay Street
(Crossroads University & Featherstone)

Ruth Peterson Center
990 Joslyn
(Crossroads Montcalm & Walton)
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Precincts 19, 20 & 21
Salvation Army
496 Martin Luther King Jr. South
(Crossroads South Blvd. & Auburn)

PONTIAC NORTHERN HIGH SCHOOL

The Graduating Class of 1976 Invites You to Our 40th Class Reunion
Friday, August 12th: Meet & Greet at 6p.m. till 10p.m. (Red Wine Attire)
Saturday, August 13th: Cocktails Begin at 6p.m. • Dinner Reunion Program & Dancing at 7p.m.
Hilton Hotel • 2300 Featherstone Rd. Auburn Hills, MI 48326
(248) 334 - 2222
Sunday, August 14th: Huskies Picnic 2p.m. till 7p.m. • Auburn Hills Civic
Center park , 1827 N. Squirrel Rd., Auburn Hills, MI 48326
RSVP by July 15, 2016
Send check or money order to:
If you have any questions, Please Contact Elfretta Young-Bass/40th Class Reunion
Janice Jackson-Quinn (248) 961 - 0929 or
P.O. Box 762 Grand Blanc, MI 48480
Elfretta Young-Bass (615) 830 - 6160

Classmate: $60 • Classmate & Spouse: $100.00
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Great Things Are Happening in Pontiac Pontiac School District to Distribute Thousands of Backpacks Filled with School Supplies
By Brenda Carter
and Pontiac Schools!
Great things are in the future for the city of Pontiac and Pontiac
School District (PSD), and our children will benefit the most!
PSD is in the process of bringing on several new programs this
fall. There will be programs focusing on dual language learning
for our kindergarten and first-grade students. These students
will have the opportunity to
learn English and Spanish at
the same time! Our International Technology Academy
has been expanded to K-12,
and it is a STEM program!
These programs are part of
the new PSD, and the best is
yet to come!
We are very excited about
the growth that is happening in the city of Pontiac and PSD.
Last May, four teachers and two board of education members
participated in a research project with Wayne State University’s
Center for Peace and Conflict Studies. The research project involved learning how to resolve the conflict between the U.S. and
Japan. Our Pontiac educators, Sylvia Sturgis, Chad Fisher, Sebrina Shields, and Susan Skwirsk, Board Vice President William
Carrington and I spent ten days in several cities in Japan. Mayor
Deirdre Waterman saw an opportunity to re-open the almost forty-year-old relationship between Pontiac City and Kusatsu City.
Trustee Carrington and I were charged as ambassadors to make
this happen.

Back-to-School Rally to Kick-off the New School Year

Pontiac, MI – July 11, 2016 – While it feels like summer has just
begun, the Pontiac School District is already looking toward the
start of next school year.
The district will host its grand finale to summer event on August
6, in the form of a back-to-school rally. Highlighted by a school
supply giveaway, the rally will kick off the start of the 2016-17
school year. Thousands of backpacks filled with school essentials
will be distributed to students who attend school in the district,
ensuring that they are well equipped for the upcoming school
year.
In addition, local car dealership Lunghamer Chevrolet will be onsite to raffle off a brand new 2016 Chevy Sonic for the school
district’s Strive & Drive attendance improvement initiative. Families who met the attendance requirements for the 2015-16 school
year will be entered into the drawing for the car.
The rally will take place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the grounds
of the Pontiac School District administration building, located at
47200 Woodward Ave in Pontiac.

Now in its third year, the Back-to School Rally is organized by the
Pontiac Schools Partnership Coalition. The coalition encourages
supportive citizens, local businesses, and community organizaIn late August, four good will tions to come together to provide resources for Pontiac students
guests from Kusatsu will be vis- at no cost to district families.
iting Pontiac and Royal Oak. Over 60 partners and supporters made this year’s event possiThree will be hosted by families ble, including Oakland University; GM Powertrain; GM UAW;
in Pontiac! The City of Ponti- Lunghamer Chevrolet; Woodside Bible Church – Pontiac; The
ac and PSD are in the process Links of Oakland County; the Pan-Hellenic Council of Oakland
of planning festivities that will County; Olive Branch Ministries; First Presbyterian Church of
highlight our city and our school Birmingham; Kensington Church; Kirk-in-the Hills Church; and
district! Several businesses are many other organizations and individuals.
joining in the celebration, inOther rally highlights include a health and safety fair with free
cluding Goldner-Walsh, a business known for supporting our
health screenings, various resources for parents, and a safety
community initiatives. We are hoping that our visitors will be so
demonstration by a local law enforcement K-9 unit will also be
impressed that they will look forward to coming back to Pontiac
on display. Food, live entertainment, games, and activities will
City in 2018, the year Pontiac and the State of Michigan celealso be available.
brates its forty year relationship with Shiga Prefecture, Japan!
Last school year was one of progress for the Pontiac School DisThe renewed relationship between Pontiac City and Kusatsu City
trict. The District showed improvement in student test scores
has opened the door for a possible student exchange program beand reduced its budget deficit. Superintendent Kelley Williams
tween Kutsatsu Middle School and Pontiac Middle School. This
hopes to continue that momentum when PSD students return to
exchange program is one of two student exchange programs in
the classroom on Tuesday, September 6, 2016.
the initial stages of development. The other student exchange
program is with Burkina Faso, West Africa! It is amazing that ev- “School improvement is not someone else’s job, it’s our job. Our
erywhere I went in Kusatsu, I saw a Phoenix! Our guests will be partners have become involved in making this clear by stepping
amazed when they see the Phoenix in our city and as the emblem up as true stakeholders and community leaders by depositing personal investments in the lives of our students and families. We
for our schools.
are so fortunate that our community improvement focuses on
We are experiencing very exciting times with the rebirth of our
making the School District of the City of Pontiac better than
city and our school district! The City of Pontiac is becoming
ever,” Superintendent Williams said. “The donation and distributhe destination city in Oakland County. PSD is becoming a pretion of school supplies is just one of the ways we pursue commumier school district offering STEM, early language and advanced
nity goals and achieve good results for all concerned.”
learning, and international exchange programs to our community! Please join us at community events in upcoming weeks are we Questions? Contact Brenda Causey-Mitchell at 248-451-6852 or
promote the great things happening in our city and our school brenda.causey-mitchell@pontiacschools.org.
district. Rise Phoenix, RISE!
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SAMPLE PUBLIC BALLOT - State Primary Tuesday, August 2, 2016 Oakland County, Michigan City of Pontiac
Please note that this is not an official ballot. You will be provided with your official ballot at your polling location.

Law Offices of

Darr yl P. Mitchell
30 N. Saginaw St. Suite 709
Pontiac, MI 48342

(248) 333-2200
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OAKLAND COUNTY

Health Division to Pregnant Women: Avoid 2016 Summer Olympics
Pontiac, Michigan -- Oakland County Health Division
urges pregnant women not to travel to the Olympics in
Rio de Janeiro due to the ongoing Zika virus outbreak,
County Executive L. Brooks Patterson said today. The
2016 Summer Olympics begins next week and runs
through Aug. 21.
“We’re cautioning Oakland County residents about the
risks of Zika virus especially for pregnant women and
their babies,” Patterson said. “Zika virus has been tied
L. Brooks Patterson to health complications in babies whose mothers were
exposed to the disease.”
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends special precautions for the following groups regarding travel to the Olympics:
Women who are pregnant:
• Do not go to the Olympics
• Those who must go should talk to a healthcare provider before traveling,
follow steps to prevent mosquito bites, and use condoms or do not have
sex during the trip.
Women who are trying to become pregnant:
• Before a woman or her male partner travel, they should talk to a healthcare provider about their plans to become pregnant and the risk of Zika
virus infection.
• Consult CDC guidance regarding how long to wait before trying to get
pregnant after traveling to the Olympics (http://bit.ly/28ZRXwh)
• A woman and her male partner should strictly follow steps to prevent
mosquito bites.
Men who go to the Olympics and have a pregnant partner should use
condoms or not have sex during the pregnancy.
“Pregnant women and their unborn infants are at greater risk for developing
complications from Zika virus, including microcephaly and other severe fetal
brain defects,” said George Miller, director of Oakland County’s Department of
Health and Human Services. “We are strongly recommending if you are pregnant to avoid traveling to the Olympics. If you are not pregnant and must trav-

el, talk to your healthcare provider before traveling and strictly follow steps to
prevent mosquito bites during your trip.”
If you are not pregnant and must travel to the Olympics in Brazil, follow these
tips to protect yourself from mosquito bites during your travel and when you
return:
• Use Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-registered insect repellant. All
EPA-registered insect repellants are evaluated for safety and effectiveness.
Always follow the product label instructions.
• Wear protective clothing such as long-sleeved shirts and pants.
• Avoid outdoor activities when mosquitoes are most active.
• Avoid areas where mosquitoes may be present.
• Maintain window and door screens to keep mosquitoes out of buildings.
Do not prop open doors.
• Get rid of mosquito breeding sites by removing standing water.
Zika virus is mainly transmitted through the bite of an infected Aedes mosquito. A mosquito becomes infected from biting a person already infected with
the disease. Infected mosquitos can then spread Zika to other people
through bites. Transmission can also occur from a pregnant mother to her baby
during pregnancy or around the time of birth. Zika virus can be spread by a
man to his sex partner(s).
Zika can cause microcephaly and other severe fetal brain defects. There is no
vaccine or specific medicine to treat Zika virus infections. Most people infected
with Zika virus may not realize they have been infected or have mild symptoms lasting for several days to one week. The most common symptoms of Zika
virus are fever, rash, joint pain or conjunctivitis (red eyes). Symptoms typically
begin two to seven days after being bitten by an infected mosquito.
For up-to-date information contact the Oakland County Health Division’s Nurse
on Call at 800-848-5533 or by email at noc@oakgov.com. For public health
information, visit www.oakgov.com/health or find Public Health Oakland on
Facebook, Pinterest and Twitter @publichealthOC.
FOR MEDIA INQUIRIES ONLY: Contact Kathy Forzley, health officer/manager of
the Oakland County Health Division, at 248-858-1410.

Macomb and Oakland on RTA Plan: “Let’s Do It Right”

land and Macomb County are committed
to clarifying three overarching questions:
What will Oakland and Macomb County
taxpayers receive under the plan in exchange for their investment? When will
the benefits be received? How will the RTA
guarantee the delivery of those services?
Oakland and Macomb requested changes
in the current plan and governance structure to:
• Demonstrate how the RTA will implement on-going compliance with the
“85 percent rule” and adherence to the
Act 51 bar to the receipt of money for
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) planning and
operating costs. The 85 percent rule

Pontiac, Michigan -- The Regional Transit
Authority of Southeast Michigan (RTA)
Board of Directors postponed its vote
on July 21 on the Draft Regional Master
Transit Plan in order to address concerns
Macomb and Oakland counties have about
the plan. Both counties emphasized they
support a regional transit plan, but want
the RTA to take the time to do it right.
“I cannot in good conscience support the
current plan which spends over $1.3 billion of Oakland County taxpayers’ dollars
over 20 years but only gives our businesses, workforce, and residents a fraction
of that back in transit services,” Oakland
County Executive L. Brooks Patterson said.
“The current RTA plan falls short of achieving our county’s expectations for transit,”
said Macomb County Executive Mark A.
Hackel. “It is difficult for us to support a
more than $4 billion commitment over the
next two decades which could negatively
impact our county’s longstanding commitment to transit especially the SMART
system.”
The plan will collect $4.65 billion over 20

years of which $3.2 billion will come from
taxpayers in Macomb, Oakland, Washtenaw, and Wayne counties. The remainder of
the funds will come from state and federal
sources.
Since the plan was released for public review in late May of this year officials from
both Macomb and Oakland counties have
been working with RTA administrators,
transit advocates, and municipal leaders
to examine the impact of the proposed
strategies. These ongoing discussions
have uncovered a number of concerns centered on finances, capital investments and
administrative responsibilities. Both Oak-

requires that no less than 85 percent
of the taxes collected from a county
will be spent on transit in that county.
• Provide equitable grant coordination
measures for the service providers and
RTA.
• Address the annual formula allocations between the Detroit Department
of Transportation (DDOT), the Detroit
People Mover, Suburban Mobility Authority for Regional Transportation
(SMART), the RTA as an operating
agency, and the Ann Arbor Area Transportation Authority, especially for services that cross metropolitan borders.

.....See RTA page 15

D EN TA L A R T S COMPANY
Affordable Family Dental Care
Dentistr y by

Jeff Martin, D.D.S.A.
91 N. Saginaw
Pontiac, Michigan 48342

(248) 332-4240
A beautiful smile takes more than just brushing!
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Why Black Voters Should Support Donald Trump

By John Gibbs

As an American who is black, I’m supposed to
hate Donald Trump. They say he’s a racist demagogue. They say he hates Mexicans. They say
he hates women. They say he’s mean. Yes, I’ve
heard it all. But I believe that above all the sensationalist name-calling, there is a strong case
for black support for Trump.

They say when white people catch a cold, black
people get pneumonia. Nothing illustrates this better than the
trends of automation, globalization, and immigration, which
have left many black people in the dust even while lifting many
immigrant groups and other races into the middle class.
Indeed, until about midway through the twentieth century, a black
man with only a high school education could earn a good enough
living to buy a home and support a family on a single income.
Today, that is much more difficult. Research from the nonpartisan, nonprofit policy analysis group Young Invincibles shows
that ―holding all else equal, an African American male needs
some college credit to have a similar probability of employment
as a white male high school dropout.” The unemployment rate
for black men with only a high school education is 9.6 percent,
more than twice as high as the white male rate for that education
level.￼

Foreign Competitors Don’t Play Fair
Trump delivers a message focused like a laser on those left behind by globalization. He’s starting the conversation on getting
our companies to stop closing down factories and outsourcing.
He’s talking about equitable trade policies with our partners such
as Japan: even though her cars represent half of the U.S. automobile market, she only allows foreign automakers a 5 percent
share of her market.
Then there’s China. It’s well-known that the Chinese government
has locked Google out of the country due to censorship and a
desire to protect her Internet brands from foreign competition.
But a survey the American Chamber of Commerce did in China additionally found rising concerns about protectionism from
many other foreign companies operating there. Respondents listed protectionism as a top five concern, negatively affecting their
ability to do business in China.

While the forces of globalization and automation that have contributed to this situation cannot be stopped, some policy solutions warrant consideration.
Bad Economic Policies Especially Hurt Black People
Take illegal immigration. Untold millions entering the United
States illegally over the past decades have dramatically increased
the size of the labor pool at the low end of the market, harming
prospects for wage increases by poor blacks. Indeed, The United States Commission on Civil Rights, in its 2010 report “The
Impact of Illegal Immigration on the Wages and Employment
Opportunities of Black Workers,” found not only wage suppression effects on black workers due to illegal immigration, but also
reduced employment rates, and evidence of racial discrimination
against black workers, due to employers perceiving they can pay
illegal immigrants less than black workers, among other factors.

What’s more, the percentage of firms concerned about protectionism and unfair targeting of foreign firms is increasing. Thus,
amidst a protectionist Japan and a China systematically increasing barriers to U.S. businesses, only one candidate has a serious
message on correcting these imbalances. If accomplished, more
equitable trade policies could help U.S. manufacturing, which
would in turn help poor white, Hispanic, and black Americans.

Then there’s politics. Despite black Americans giving the Democratic Party 90 percent of their votes every election cycle, many
One of the report’s contributors, Gordon Hanson, found “a 10 think black interests are being brushed aside while the party
percent immigrant-induced increase in the labor supply is asso- bends over backwards to accommodate an ever-increasing list of
ciated with a 4 percent decrease in black wages, a 3.5 percent de- special interests, leaving its most loyal constituency, black Amercrease in the black employment rate, and a 0.8 percent increase in icans, with nothing but scraps from the table. Can anyone point
the black incarceration rate.” That’s right, Hanson’s data suggests to a substantive Democratic Party policy paper on black jobs that
that even black crime is negatively impacted by illegal immigra- they’re serious about implementing? (When you find it, I’ll find
tion, as some black men turn to crime in the absence of jobs.
you a unicorn and a leprechaun.)
This implies that a serious attempt to end illegal immigration Yet Trump’s focus on American workers may be just that. Alwould benefit not only wages and employment rates for black though not specifically directed towards black workers, it is in
men, but even crime rates. And there is just one candidate with fact a black jobs policy. Just as many working-class whites are
a policy platform of ending illegal immigration: Donald Trump. backing Trump because he is the one fighting for working-class
Then there’s globalization. The first types of jobs to be sent
overseas are the jobs likely to be done by black workers: factory
jobs and other types of unskilled labor. Certainly, job skills, training, and education are a part of the solution and policymakers
should pursue them. But if Trump can reduce the regulatory and
tax cost of doing business in the United States to make it more
attractive for our companies to come back home, it should have
a positive effect on black workers by making more jobs available
over the long term.

interests, maybe black people should realize that our interests are
not that different than those of working-class whites and do the
same. For perhaps Trump is speaking for us as well.
John Gibbs (@realJohnGibbs) has worked at Apple as an engineer on the iPhone, and has taught technology in
Japan, being fluent in Japanese. John holds a B.S. in computer
science from Stanford University and a master in public administration from Harvard University John F. Kennedy School of
Government.
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Presidential Politics

13 Reasons Why Donald Trump
Will Make the Best President, Ever.

Ten Reasons Why Hillary Clinton Will Make A Good President
1. Supreme experience in leadership - Hillary Clinton has been in the political

circles a long time enough to gain the pertinent experience required of a president of a
country such as the US. For instance, in 2001-2009 her tenancy in the US senate cannot
be ignored. Moreover, she has served as secretary of state for four years, which is in
addition to the years she was the first lady. This experience will make her an old hand
in matters regarding foreign relations, which are extremely important in this era given
the increased connectivity of the world.

13.
12.

Trump gets it. He believes in American exceptionalism, he’s committed
to education, an he demands high performance. After all, he has been
know to fire anyone that doesn’t meet his high standards. Talk about efficiency.
Trump is planning to build a great, great wall (yes–two”greats”) on
our southern border between the U.S. and Mexico. The best part? He’s
planning to have Mexico pay for that wall, and mark his words, “... I will immediately terminate President Obama’s illegal executive order on immigration.”
Plus, with less authentic delicious Mexican food here in the U.S., obesity rates
will probably drop.

2. Hillary has capacity for strong leadership - Only the strong hearted finally make it to the destination and prove to others that everything is possible. As the
president, she will utilize her toughness to solve the problems confronting the nation
because she is never afraid to compromise with republicans. In utilizing this potential,
Hilary will bring the peoples nation together for the common good.
3. She is qualified - Hillary went to some of the prestigious schools the U.S. could
offer such as Wellesley college and Yale law School. This high education is a significant
ingredient for a successful leader because education gives us knowledge. Moreover, she
has been capable to apply this knowledge before and succeeded in similar situations
such as the secretary of state, US senator from New York and as the first lady for eight
years. Therefore, she is knowledgeable and skillful, and has the capacity to take the US
to new noble levels.

11.

No one will be tougher on ISIS than Donald Trump. Mostly because
Islamic terrorism is eating up large portions of the Middle East and
they’ve become rich. They even built a hotel making themselves a direct competitor of Trump Hotel.

10.

Trump has a confidence and a self-assured, powerful personality that
is perfectly suited for politics. Unlike other politicians who tend to be 4. She knows how to handle criticism - It is often say that women are emotional
swayed by lobbyists and special interests, Trump is his own special interest and beings and let it show more than men let show. The fact that she is a woman makes
us bring this point to discussion. However, Hillary is poised to make a good president
is unlikely to give that power away to anyone but Trump.

because she has the capacity to handle the power and the pressure. Her reliance and
determination, which are two attributes that every president should have, will enable
her deal with criticism an scrutiny gracefully and with much ease as she has exhibited
in her previous positions, and this is the kind of a leader every American would want
to have.

9.

Trump is extremely rich, obviously, and his track record for financial success proves that he knows how to build a successful empire. With the U.S.
trillions of dollars in debt, this is the sort of leader that might be able to turn it
all around.

8.
7.
6.

Trump’s loyalty will only be to America and Americans—not any politi- 5. Hillary believes in American exceptionalism - America is a democratic nacal party, special interest group or foreign entity. Like his slogan reads, tion, and Hillary believes in this democratic principles. For example, she is pro-equal
rights for LBGT Americans. She believes in equality rights and this ensemble the true
“Make America great again!”

American who can lead her fellow Americans to prosperity. She knows what the Amer-

He has emphasized beliefs in free enterprise and a strong military. He icans want and will give it to them because she also believes in what the Americans
repeatedly highlights his acumen for success, his ability to get things believe in as a society.
done, and understanding of finances
6. She has a good agenda for education - Education breeds creativity, and to
Trump is undeniably a great negotiator, and despite his outrageous pub- ensure the US remains competitive in the contemporary world, education should be a
lic statements in the recent past, he knows how to navigate complex priority. Hillary is set to ensure education is affordable for all students, and this means
that many students will have improved access to education. She plans to ensure that
deals and convince a wide variety of industries, businesses, and investors to do no student borrows to pay up for tuition at a public college by making schools control
what he wants and to work with him to achieve his goals.
their costs and be accountable for their students. With states investing more in higher

5.

education and federal government increasing its funding towards education, the current shortage of innovative minds will be a thin of the past. This will be beneficial to
Americans as there will be increased creation job employment opportunities.

4.

7. She is a good champion of women’s issues and rights - In a world where
women are getting out of the kitchen into the workplace, it is appropriate to have a
great champion in place for the task. Hillary is that champion and will ensure that
women are accorded their rights and utilize their human capital for the good of the nation. In other words, she is at a better position to advocate for women’s health, Planned
Parenthood and equal pay, as well as addressing domestic violence.

He loves all races–well, maybe not Mexicans as he referenced them as
“criminals, drug dealers, rapists” but we digress; As a president who respects most races, he will hopefully alleviate the recent tensions between police
officials and the African American community.

Trump isn’t politically correct. He isn’t afraid to say what he thinks, and
he can certainly voice an opinion. If he has an issue with you, he will
say it to your face. It’d be nice to have a politician in office with that level of
transparency.

3.
2.
1.

8. She is experienced in foreign and domestic issues. - Serving as a first lady,
she met influential people all over the world and participated in many activities that
informed her experience in those matters. Moreover, as the US secretary of state, her
experience in foreign relations is impeccable and having an all rounded president such
as Hillary is sure to bring desired outcomes for the American people especially in a time
when ISIS is a big threat to the security of the nation.

Trump said it himself–he will single-handedly stop Iran from getting
nuclear weapons. We aren’t entirely sure how, but he’s Trump; Anything
is possible.

With more time and focus in the White House, there would be less time
to star in his own show, “The Apprentice”, hopefully bringing the ongoing
9. She has a sound advisor - Many are times when presidents are accorded adviseries to a halt. It was good for a season or two, but now it’s just obnoxious.
sors to inform them on policies and measures to be taken for the good of the country.

Why would Trump make the best president of all time? Because he said Hillary has Bill Clinton as an awesome advisor, and given his continued popularity,
so.
Hillary is most likely to follow his impeccable footsteps.
10. She is motivated for success - Security matters continue to be a great concern
for American presidency, and those looking to occupy the oval office. As the president,
she is poised to work finally towards one of her greatest motivations, which is to bring
peace to the Middle East. This is good news for every American who sees terrorism and
war as the greatest deterrents to development.

“I

will be the greatest jobs president that God ever created, I tell you that.
I’ll bring back our jobs from China, from Japan, from Mexico and from so
many places. I’ll bring back our money. ...Sadly, the American dream is dead. But
if I get elected president, I will bring it back bigger and better and stronger than
ever before, and we will make America great again.”

By Tom • Copyright 2016 - The Thrill Society - All Rights Reserved
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Kelley Williams, Superintendente de Escuelas

Agosto 6, 2016 | 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Avenida Woodward 47200 – Pontiac, MI 48342
(En los alrededores del Edificio Administrativo Odell Nails)
Gratis: Comida / Revisiones Médicas / Recursos para Padres /
Mochilas / Bailes / Ciclismo / Rifas para el Programa “Coche
de Regalo” / Demostración de Perros Adiestrados para la
Policía y mucho más…
LOS MENORES DEBERÁN ESTAR ACOMPAÑADOS POR SU/S PADRE/S
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Obama’s Numbers July 2016 Update
Our quarterly update of statistical indicators on jobs, wages, debt, energy, illegal immigration, food stamps and more.
Summary
Since President Barack Obama first took office:
The economy has added more than 10 million jobs, and job openings are at a 15-year high.
The unemployment rate has dropped well below the historical
norm, but long-term unemployment remains higher than at the
start of the Great Recession.
The buying power of the average worker’s weekly paycheck is up
4.4 percent.
Corporate profits are running 152 percent higher, and stock prices have soared.
The number of immigrants caught trying to enter the U.S. illegally has dropped 53 percent.
Federal debt has more than doubled, and annual deficits, after
shrinking, are again on the rise.
The home ownership rate has dropped by 4 percentage points.
The number of Americans on food stamps is up 36 percent.
Oil imports are down 53 percent, and wind and solar power have
quadrupled.
The number of people lacking health insurance has gone down
by 15.2 million.
Those are just some of the findings in our latest installment of
Obama’s Numbers.

By Brooks Jackson

years the Bureau of Labor Statistics has been tracking it.
In April, the most recent month on
record, the number of job openings reached 5,788,000, equaling a
record first set in July 2015. That’s
109 percent more than in January
2009. The number of job openings
now has exceeded 5 million for 15
consecutive months.
Labor Participation Rate —Despite the plentiful availability of
jobs, the labor force participation
rate declined in June to 62.7 percent.
That rate, which is the portion of
the entire civilian population age
16 and older that is either employed or currently looking for
work, is now 3 percentage points
lower than when Obama took office. That decline is due mostly to
the post-World War II baby boomers reaching retirement age, and
other demographic factors.

Long-term Unemployment — One
lingering effect of the 2007-2009
recession is the number of longAs we do every three months, we offer here a fresh update of
term unemployed — those who
selected statistical indicators of what has happened since Barack
Obama first took the oath of office in January 2009. We leave it have been looking for work for 27 weeks or longer.
to our readers to judge how much credit or blame the president There were still nearly 2 million long-term jobless in June. That’s
deserves for what has happened on his watch, and we caution 720,000 fewer than when the president first took office, but still
that no single number or collection of numbers can tell the entire 655,000 higher than in December 2007, at the start of the Great
story. What we offer here are some key yardsticks from sources Recession.
we consider solid and reliable.
The average length of unemployment also remains far above
Jobs & Unemployment
pre-recession levels.
Number of Jobs — The economy has added another 401,000 On average, those who were unemployed in June had been withjobs since we published our last report in April. As of June, total out work for 27.7 weeks. That’s 11.1 weeks longer than at the start
nonfarm employment stood 10,122,000 higher than when Obama of the recession, and 7.9 weeks longer than the month Obama
first took office.
first took office.
That 10 million gain is less than half the nearly 23 million jobs Prices & Wages
gained during the booming years of Bill Clinton’s presidency, but
Consumer Prices – Overall inflation during Obama’s time in offar greater than the 1.3 million added during President George W.
fice has been less than half the historical average.
Bush’s eight years, which were plagued by two recessions.
The average yearly rise in the Consumer Price Index under Obama
Unemployment Rate — Meanwhile the unemployment rate has
has been just 1.7 percent, measured from December to Decemticked down since our last report to 4.9 percent in June. It had
ber. That’s well under half the post-World War II average, acdropped even lower — to 4.7 percent — in May.
cording to BLS figures. From 1946 to 2008, the average DecemIt’s now 2.9 percentage points lower than it was in January 2009, ber-to-December rise in the CPI was a bit more than 4 percent.
when the president first took office in the midst of the worst ecoAnd inflation has slowed as the economy has warmed up. In the
nomic downturn since the Great Depression. The economic crimost recent 12 months on record, ending in May, the CPI rose
sis drove the unemployment rate to 10 percent within months of
less than 1.1 percent.
Obama’s first entering office. The jobless rate is now significantly
lower than the historical norm. In all the months between 1948 and For the first seven years and four months of Obama’s time in
the time Obama took office, the median jobless rate was 5.5 percent. office, the CPI has gone up by only 13 percent. In the eight years
Job Openings — The number of job openings has more than of the Bush administration, the CPI went up 20.7 percent.
doubled under Obama to the highest number in the more than 15
.....See OBAMA page 11
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Unauthorized Immigrants

Gasoline – The national average price of regular gasoline was up
to $2.29 per gallon in the week ending July 4, according to the
U.S. Energy Information Administration.

Border Crossings — Under Obama, the number of unauthorized
immigrants caught trying to cross the U.S.-Mexico border — a
key indicator of the flow of illegal immigration — has plunged
dramatically. And it has done so while the number of agents stationed at the border has gone up.

That’s up by nearly 21 cents since our last report, but still only
24 percent above the abnormally low point at which it stood
on Inauguration Day 2009, when demand was suppressed by a
worldwide recession. And it’s 44 percent lower than the record
price of more than $4.11 per gallon reached in July 2008, when
George W. Bush was in the White House.

Apprehensions at the U.S.-Mexico border fell to 331,333 last fiscal year, a reduction of 53 percent compared with the 705,005
unauthorized immigrants apprehended at the southwest border
in the fiscal year that ended Sept. 30, 2008, less than four months
Real Weekly Earnings – The recovering economy, coupled with before Obama first took office.
modest increases in prices, has boosted
The number of agents stationed at the
the buying power of weekly paychecks
U.S.-Mexico border nearly doubled unsince Obama took office, especially in
der President Bush, growing from 9,147
the last two years.
agents at the southwest border in fiscal
year 2001 to 17,408 in FY 2009, under
The BLS measure of average weekfunding levels established by Bush.
ly earnings for all workers, adjusted for
inflation and seasonal factors, was 4.4
Under Obama, that number continued to
percent higher in May than it was when
increase, hitting a peak of 18,611 in FY
Obama first took office.
2013. The number declined to 17,522 in
the last fiscal year, about 1 percent above
Most of that gain is recent. Real weekly
the number Obama inherited.
wages are up 1.1 percent in the most recent 12 months, and 3.4 percent in the
most recent 24 months.

Unauthorized Immigrant Population —
Meanwhile, as we reported in our previous update, the number of people living
in the U.S. illegally has declined, according to independent estimates by demographers.

Those figures include salaried managers
and supervisors. But the gains have been
almost as large for rank-and-file workers.
The BLS measure of inflation-adjusted
average weekly earnings for production
and nonsupervisory employees was 4.1
percent higher in May than when Obama first entered the White
House.

The Pew Research Center estimated the
number at 11.7 million in 2008, and most
recently at 11.3 million in 2014, a decline of roughly 400,000, or
3.4 percent.

Profits & Markets

And the Center for Migration Studies estimated that the drop has
been even more pronounced, going from 12 million in 2008 to
10.9 million in 2014. That would be a decrease of 1.1 million, or
9 percent. (See Figure 1, page 3.)

Corporate Profits — While workers’ paychecks have grown modestly, corporate profits have positively soared under Obama.

After-tax profits were running at an annual rate of nearly $1.7
trillion in the first quarter of 2016, the most recent figures avail- Such estimates are inexact; those breaking the law by being here
able. That’s 152 percent higher than in the recession-wracked can’t be expected to confess that to Census officials. But demographers have applied consistent methodologies from year to year,
quarter just before Obama entered office.
and agree that the trend has been downward.
That quarter’s profits were unusually low, ravaged by the worst
economic downturn since the Great Depression. But profits Trade
bounced back far more quickly than jobs or wages, and have seen Exports — As we’ve reported regularly in previous updates,
an epic run during Obama’s time in office.
Obama failed spectacularly to deliver on his 2010 promise to
After-tax profits have exceeded the best pre-Obama level for the “double our exports over the next five years.”
past 20 quarters running. They hit a record rate of more than $1.8
trillion in the second quarter of 2015. The most recent quarterly
rate is 20 percent higher than the best quarter prior to Obama’s
entering the White House, which was the third quarter of 2006.

In fact, the most recent quarterly report from the U.S. Bureau
of Economic Analysis shows U.S. exports of goods and services have gone up by only 27.2 percent since the quarter before
Obama took office.

Stock Markets – Stockholders continue to do quite well under
Obama, despite wild market gyrations in the first quarter of this
year and a roller-coaster ride in June following the British vote in
favor of leaving the European Union.

Lately, exports actually have been shrinking as the economies of
China and other U.S. trading partners struggle. First-quarter exports were down 1.8 percent from the previous quarter, and were
5.3 percent below the same period a year earlier.

After all that, stock prices landed higher than they were as of
our last report. The Standard & Poor’s 500-stock index was 165
percent higher at the close on July 8 than it was the day Obama
took office.

Imports — Even so, imports have grown even more slowly, and
are up only 15.8 percent under Obama.

Lately, both exports and imports have been shrinking — but exports are going down a bit faster. Imports were down 5 percent
Other stock indexes show similarly robust gains. The Dow Jones in the first quarter of 2016, compared with the same period a
Industrial Average also has more than doubled, rising 128 per- year earlier. Exports, as mentioned, were down 5.3 percent.
cent during Obama’s tenure, and the NASDAQ Composite index
.....See NUMBERS page 12
has more than tripled, rising 244 percent.
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As of July 6, the U.S. government’s debt owed to the public was
just shy of $14 trillion, an increase of 121 percent since Obama
first took office. That’s practically unchanged since our last report, despite the seasonal influx of tax dollars that pour in around
the annual April filing deadline.

Trade Deficit — As we reported in our previous update, annual
figures show the U.S. trade deficit in goods and services shrunk
24 percent between 2008, the year before Obama took office, and
2015, the most recent full year on record.

Now we can also report that the trend is continuing. During the The debt also has grown dramatically even when measured as a
first five months of 2016, the trade deficit has shrunk further, percentage of the growing economy, from 52 percent of gross
domestic product at the end of fiscal year 2009 to a projected
down 3.5 percent compared with the same period in 2015.
75.4 percent by the end of the current fiscal year, according to
Food Stamps
the most recent estimate, published March 24, by the nonpartisan
The number of people receiving food stamps has dropped by Congressional Budget Office.
more than 1.6 million since our last report, another sign of an
Deficits – Annual federal deficits hit
improving economy.
$1.4 trillion in fiscal year 2009. As
But as of April, the most recent month
on record, nearly 43.6 million Americans were still receiving the food aid,
now known as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.

we’ve documented elsewhere, Obama
inherited most of that deficit and
signed spending measures that contributed, at most, $203 billion to FY
2009’s red ink.

That’s down by 8.8 percent from the
record level set in December 2012, but
it is still 36.2 percent higher than it
was when Obama took office in 2009.

Since then, the yearly deficits have declined markedly. In fiscal year 2015,
which ended last Sept. 30, the deficit
was $438 billion, a drop of 69 percent
from FY 2009.

As we noted when Republicans called
Obama the “Food Stamp President,”
But without further cuts in spending
14.7 million people were added to the
or increases in revenue, Obama will
food-stamp rolls during George W.
leave his successor with rising debt
Bush’s time in office. By comparison, the net gain under Obama and deficits.
now stands at under 11.6 million — and the number leaving the CBO projects that under current law, annual deficits will rise to
food stamp rolls has accelerated lately.
$534 billion in the current fiscal year, and will again top $1 trilHealth Insurance
lion in 2022 and beyond. As things stand, federal debt owed to
The number of people lacking health insurance has dropped dra- the public will reach nearly 80 percent of GDP in 2022, and nearmatically under Obama, thanks largely to the Affordable Care ly 86 percent in 2026, CBO projects.
Act.
And even if the GOP-controlled Congress were to accept all of
In all of 2015, according to the most recent data from the Na- Obama’s current budget proposals — which is not likely — CBO
tional Health Interview Survey conducted by the Centers for estimates that deficits would shrink for a while, and be smaller
Disease Control and Prevention, about 28.6 million people of (mainly due to proposed tax increases). But they would still rise
all ages reported being without coverage at the time they were again soon.
interviewed.
CBO projects that under Obama’s proposed budget, deficits
That’s 7.4 million fewer uninsured than in 2014, and 15.2 million would shrink to $383 billion in fiscal year 2018, and then rise to
fewer than during all of 2008, before Obama took office (see $972 billion in 2026.
Table 1.1a).
Energy
As a percentage of all U.S. residents, the uninsured have dropped U.S. Crude Oil Production – Obama has presided over a remarkto 9.1 percent of the population last year, from 14.7 percent in able boom in U.S. crude oil production, which nearly doubled
2008.
during his tenure.
Home Ownership
In the first quarter of 2016, the U.S. produced 83.7 percent more
The home ownership rate slipped back down since our last re- crude oil than it did in the three months before Obama began his
presidency.
port, to nearly the lowest point in almost half a century.
In the first quarter of 2016, 63.5 percent of households owned To be sure, the boom peaked in April 2015, and production has
declined since then. That’s because the price of crude oil plunged
their own home, according to the latest Census Bureau figures.
from more than $100 a barrel in 2014 to below $30 early this year.
That’s 0.3 percentage points lower than in the previous quarter, That led to a huge drop in drilling. There were only 320 crude oil
and just 0.1 percentage points above the rate for the second quar- rigs in operation in May, down from an average of 1,527 during
ter of 2015, which was the lowest since 1967.
all of 2014, a decline of 79 percent.
The home ownership rate began to slide before Obama took of- And even though the price of crude oil has recovered more refice. It peaked at 69.2 percent in the second quarter of 2004.
cently to around $50, the Energy Information Administration
But most of the decline since then has occurred under Obama.
The most recent rate is 4 percentage points lower than in the
quarter just before Obama first entered the White House.

predicted in its June Short-Term Energy Outlook that oil production will continue declining until 2017 before beginning to
rise again, assuming that oil prices increase as expected, and that
the industry implements productivity improvements.

Debt and Deficits

.....See 2016 page 13

Debt – The federal debt has more than doubled under Obama.
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in April, and a Yemeni prisoner sent to Montenegro on June 22.

Oil Imports & Dependency — Under Obama, U.S. reliance on
imported oil has been cut by more than half. As of the first quarter of 2016, net imports were down 55 percent.

But as of July 6, 79 still remained at the facility that Obama
ordered to be closed within a year of his first taking office. In
the more than seven years since then, the population has been
reduced by 67 percent.

In 2015, the U.S. imported only 24 percent of the petroleum and
refined products that it consumed, which was the lowest annual More are expected to be released in the closing months of the
level of dependency on imports since 1970.
Obama presidency. The president said in a Dec. 18, 2015, news
However, with recent declines in U.S. production, dependency on conference that “we will continue to steadily chip away at the
imports has begun creeping upward once again. For the first five numbers in Guantanamo.” And in February, he gave Congress his
months of 2016, imports have accounted for an average of 27 plan to transfer the remaining prisoners and finally to close the
facility in Cuba.
percent of consumption.
War Deaths

The U.S. oil boom is due mainly to advances in drilling technology rather than to any change in government policy. The decline
in dependency on imports actually began in 2006, after peaking
at 60.3 percent the year before.

Since our last report, another U.S. service member has died supporting continuing U.S. operations in Afghanistan. He was a
Navy petty officer who died in Djibouti of what the Pentagon
described as “a non-combat related injury.”

Wind & Solar – Wind and solar power has more than quadrupled
under Obama. Electricity generated by large-scale wind and solar
power in the most recent 12 months on record (ending in April)
was 322 percent higher than the total for 2008.

That death brought the total killed in the Afghan conflict to
1,752 since Obama took office, according to the tally kept by
iCasualties.org.

The increase in solar power in particular has been spectacular.
The U.S. generated 33 times more electricity from solar power in the most recent 12 months than it did in the year before
Obama took office. However, wind and solar
still accounted for only 5.9 percent of total
large-scale generation in the most recent 12
months (ending in April), up from 1.4 percent in 2008.

Six more also have died supporting the Iraq conflict, including
a Navy SEAL team member killed May 3 in Iraq during what a
Pentagon spokesman described as a battle with a large group of
Islamic State fighters.
Five others supporting anti-ISIS operations
died of non-combat causes: An airman who
died April 15 in Southwest Asia as a result of
injuries due to a windstorm, a Navy civilian
who died April 26 in Bahrain of unspecified
non-combat injuries, another Navy civilian
who died there April 28, an Army first lieutenant who died at Al Asad Air Base in Iraq,
and a Navy sailor who died May 26 while underway with the 5th Fleet in the Red Sea.

These figures are for “utility scale” electricity
generation. In 2014, EIA also began tracking
small-scale (under 1 megawatt) “distributed”
solar voltaic generation, such as the power
produced by rooftop systems installed by
homeowners. In the most recent 12 months,
wind and solar accounted for 6.1 percent of
the combined total of utility-scale power and
“distributed” solar power.

Those deaths bring the Iraq total to 280 since
Obama became commander in chief.
World Opinion of U.S.

Car Mileage — The fuel efficiency of new vehicles has not improved since our last report.

With few exceptions, the U.S. is viewed more favorably overseas
now than it was before Obama took office.

The average EPA city/highway sticker mileage of light duty vehicles sold in June was 25.3 miles per gallon, according to the
Transportation Research Institute of the University of Michigan.
That’s exactly the same as the March figure we cited in our previous update.

According to the most recent polling for the Pew Global Attitudes Project, 72 percent of Japanese said they viewed the U.S.
favorably in 2016, up 22 points from 2008.

In Italy, 72 percent said they viewed the U.S. favorably, an increase
These figures leave the president far short of his goal. He boast- of 19 percentage points over 2007, the last time Pew polled in
ed in 2013 that “we have doubled the distance our cars will go Italy prior to Obama’s time in office.
on a gallon of gas.” What he meant was that the administration In France, 63 percent viewed the U.S. favorably, up 21 points
was putting in place government requirements that cars and light from 2008. In Britain, it was 61 percent, an increase of 8 points.
And in Germany, it was 57 percent, up 26 percentage points from
trucks average 54.5 mpg by model year 2025.
But new-car mileage is now 20 percent higher than when Obama 2008.

The U.S. isn’t viewed so favorably in Turkey, where Pew’s 2015
poll showed a 29 percent favorable rating (Pew hasn’t polled
there in 2016). But that was still 17 points higher than in 2008.

took office, far short of the 100 percent increase he promises.

One reason: Low gasoline prices have prompted consumers to
buy more pickup trucks and big sport-utility vehicles, and not so
many smaller, thrifty cars. So new-vehicle mileage has actually
declined 1.9 percent since peaking in August 2014.

Pakistanis also held a dim view of the U.S., giving it only a 22
percent favorable rating in 2015. But even that was 3 points higher than in 2008.

Guantanamo

Among the few countries in which the U.S. favorable rating has
slipped is Russia, where U.S. favorability plunged to 15 percent in
2015, down 31 percentage points from 2008.

Since our last report, 10 more prisoners have been released from
the military detention camp for suspected terrorists in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

But in China, the most populous nation on earth, 50 percent said
this year that they view the U.S. favorably, up 9 points over 2008.

They include nine prisoners accepted for transfer to Saudi Arabia
13
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BAKER COLLEGE TO SPONSOR STATEWIDE WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT EVENT FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Successful regional competitions have connected students, business partners to
solve real-world problems; state winners receive two-year college scholarships
AUBRURN HILLS, Mich. – IChallengeU, which invites high school students to de- In 2017, multiple higher education institutions, including Baker College, will
velop solutions to real-world business problems, will include a state competi- provide incentives to students at the regional level: All participating students
tion in 2017 sponsored by Baker College.
will receive two to three articulated college credits and winning team members
The sponsorship will be announced today, the final day of the 2016 IChallengeU will receive $1,000 scholarships.
regional competitions in Jackson and Holland.

Peter W. Karsten, Ph.D., CPA, Baker College of Auburn Hills president, said,
IChallengeU is an intense, two-week summer educational opportunity for high “IChallengeU is an outstanding program for high school students to begin to
school juniors and seniors. It pits teams of students against each other to de- explore employment options and become motivated to be part of an improved
velop solutions to problems or obstacles experienced by partner companies and workforce. We look forward to helping Michigan Works! Southeast, the Ottawa
organizations. On the final day, each team presents its solution in a 10-minute Area ISD and others grow the program throughout the state.”
presentation. Judges select the team that did the best job of developing and To send a team to the state contest, regional programs must have at least three
presenting its solution.
teams, each with three to eight students. Competitions with seven or more
Next year, teams that win at the regional level will advance to the new state teams can send two teams to the state contest.
competition titled IChallengeU Michigan. It is set for Friday, July 28, 2017, and
will be hosted by Baker College at one of its Michigan campuses. Each winning
team member will receive a Baker College scholarship for a two-year associate
degree, or equivalent.

￼￼

Tebo encouraged organizations that want to host a regional program to contact
him as soon as possible, as the number of sites eligible to send students to the
state contest will be limited to six in 2017. The number of teams will increase by
“The IChallengeU program was created to help gain public awareness of and three each following year.
support for overcoming a shortage of trained workers and the disconnect be- For more information about how schools, organizations and businesses can get
tween the public and the actual needs of the business community,” said Robert involved in the 2017 competitions, visit the website developed by the Ottawa
Tebo, Michigan Works! Southeast director—regional business fellowship. “Bak- Area ISD,www.IChallengeUMI.com or contact Robert Tebo, Michigan Works!
er College will be an excellent state contest sponsor. Its high quality programs Southeast, 517.673.0383 or rtebo@scmw.org.
are uniquely designed to meet employer needs, which is what IChallengeU is all
For more information about programs at Baker College, contact Nicole Chirco in
about.”
the admissions office at nicole.chirco@baker.edu or 248.340.0600, or visit www.
IChallengeU was developed in 2011 by the Ottawa Area Intermediate School baker.edu.
District (ISD), Holland. In 2013 Michigan Works! Southeast began hosting an
annual IChallengeU competition in Jackson. This year, it involved students and The largest private college in Michigan, Baker College is a not-for-profit higher
education institution accredited by the Higher Learning Commission. Foundbusinesses in Hillsdale, Jackson and Lenawee counties.
ed in 1911, Baker College grants doctoral, master’s, bachelor’s and associate
During the two-week IChallengeU session, specially trained teachers and civic, degrees, as well as certificates in diverse academic fields including business,
business and community leaders provide guidance and information to help stu- health sciences, engineering, information technology, education and human
dents identify solutions to the problems posed. Included are general sessions in services. Baker College has on-ground campuses in Michigan and Pennsylvania,
leadership and teamwork, multiple meetings with the assigned business part- and offers online programs that can be completed 100 percent online without
ner and a tour of the company’s facilities.
ever visiting a campus. In 2016, the Online Learning Consortium recognized
Examples of problems used in past challenges are:
Baker College Online with the OLC Quality Scorecard Exemplary Endorsement,
· For a credit union – Identify ways education and training for e-services can the highest ranking for online higher education programs. For information, visit
www.baker.edu or follow Baker College on Twitter, @bakercollege, or on
streamline the banking process and demonstrate benefits to members.
· For a parts manufacturer – Identify changes that can improve attendance of Facebook, www.facebook.com/bakercollege.
hourly employees.

John Price, Orbitform business development manager, standing, works with students working on a
problem for his employer, a Jackson manufacturer of assembly equipment solutions. Sitting, from
left, are Alex Bennett, Napoleon High School, Napoleon; Julia Rickabaugh, Western High School,
Parma; Sydney LeFaive, Vandercook Lake High School, Jackson; and Jeremiah Brandenburg, Grass
Lake High School, Grass Lake.
Members of the IChallengeU student team paired with Anderson Development Company (ADC),
Adrian, experiment in the ADC lab to get ideas on how to incorporate chemistry experiments in
a middle school course. They were tasked to identify ways the chemical manufacturer can attract
young talent to careers in chemistry. From left are Dulce Mendoza-Lopez, Tecumseh High School,
Tecumseh; Hanna Trout, Clinton High School, Clinton; Steve Seneker, ADC senior scientist; Devin
Hopkins, Tecumseh High School; and Elizabeth June, ADC research chemist.
14

THE PONTIAC NEWS • VOLUME 6 - ISSUE 5

COMMUNITY EVENTS
AN OPEN LETTER TO OUR COMMUNITY
I am asking the City of Pontiac residents to support the renewal
of the Senior milleage on August 2 2016.
Senior citizens who do participate at either the Bowen Senior
Center or Peterson Senior Center know the value of interacting
with their peers.
The senior experience can include reading a number of books &
periodicals that are available;
bridge, bingo, bid whist and billiards. It can include dance and
exercise classes and dominoes.
Always available is a lot of coffee and time for some good old
conversation. Day trips as well
as overnight trips are ongoing. You can share in the diabetic
support groups with your peers
or again with your peers sharpen your skills on your cell phone
in a work shop.
We recently had the pleasure of welcoming a 102 year old gentleman to our ranks who is
looking forward to being a part of the Bowen Center.
The Bowen Center & Peterson Senior Centers are open weekdays
to seniors (50 & better) for lunch, activities and crafts.
These centers can and do enhance the lives of the senior citizens
in Pontiac MI at a minimal cost to the residents. Seniors come
and join us.
PLEASE VOTE YES ON AUGUST 2 2016 AND RENEW THE
SENIOR MILLEAGE.
Carolyn A. Price
President, Golden Opportunity Club
RTA continued from page 5
• Establish a binding mechanism to guarantee that the benefits promised to each jurisdiction will be delivered, a mechanism that cannot be overturned by a simple majority
vote of the RTA Board.
• Describe how the RTA will deal with reductions in general fund subsidies or failed millage renewals. In other words, SMART, Macomb and Oakland counties cannot be left
holding the bag if there is a decline in other revenue sources.
• Demonstrate how the plan will avoid negative impact on SMART, its funding, and operation. SMART is the only truly regional bus system, because of the co-mingling of
funds. “We will not accept any plan that damages the ability of SMART to perform its
existing service levels or prejudices its ability to secure operating and capital resources
necessary to execute its mission,” the memo said.
• The RTA taking over the M1 Rail system prior to 10 years of funded passenger operations by M1 Rail is simply a non-starter. “The plan needs to explain the funding role of
the RTA, the AAATA, the City of Detroit and Wayne County as it relates to M1, a system
that will operate only in Wayne County. Similarly, the plan needs to explain the funding role of the RTA in regard to the proposed Detroit-Ann Arbor rail line, a service that
will not touch Oakland or Macomb County,” the memo said.
• In addition, there must be a clear return on investment shown for the current opt-out
and other millage excluded areas and a rationale must be provided for the 20-year
diversion of RTA millage proceeds and the dollars they leverage out of Oakland County.
“I supported the legislation to create the RTA. There are growing business clusters
throughout Oakland County with thousands of jobs that people must be connected to.
Effective regional transit that people can utilize to reliably commute to work is important for both employers and employees. The current RTA plan fails to accomplish that on
virtually every level,” Patterson said.
The public needs a straightforward proposal that clearly identifies how the money will
be spent,” Hackel said. “We remain dedicated to working with the RTA to develop such
a proposal.”

Bloomfield Woodward Estates Neighborhood
Association District I Membership Drive
@ Mattie Hatchett Park 135 Perkins Street Pontiac, MI Saturday, August 6 2016 from 11AM until 3PM
All are Welcome!
Bloomfield Woodward Estates Association Meeting
@ Kappa Center 200 Earlmoor Blvd Pontiac MI
Saturday, August 13, 2016 from 1pm until 2:30pm
Mrs. Velma Stephens, Chairperson
For information Contact President Robert Bass @ 248-2126132

Motorcities Dedication Ceremony:
Date: Tuesday August 16, 9:30 - 10:00am !
Location: Pontiac City Hall - 47450 Woodward Ave,
Pontiac, MI 48342
For Information Contact Ron Gay www.gthree.net
www.wetbasementconsultants.com
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