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HEALTHY PONTIAC WE CAN – EVENT ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 @ MILL DAM - See Ad Page 9
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VOTE YES - AUGUST 4, 2015 PONTIAC SCHOOL DISTRICT MILLAGE

Homecoming:
Obama Reunites
With Half-Sister,
Brings $1 Billion
In Investments
To Kenya
See article on Page 10

GPCC Presents:

Second Business Forum
Conference Series
Hosted and Sponsored by:

Oakland University

Friday: August 7, 2015
6pm – 8pm
Open Forum and Panel:

Oakland County Treasurer Andy
Meisner, left, with his son, Asher, 2,
speaks at “Lots of Possibility,” the
vacant land fair held by the treasurer’s office and Pontiac Master Plan
Advisory Committee on Saturday,
July 25 at Goldner Walsh Garden &
Home. The county owns hundreds
of surplus parcels in Pontiac, and
creative uses of vacant land in the
city have included everything from
community gardens to grazing land
for goats. For more information
and to inquire about purchasing
county-owned property, visit oakgov.com/treasurer or call 248-8580611.
Photo by Dustin Blitchok
Oakland County Treasurer’s Office.

The Pontiac News & United Men In Action Present an
excursion (Trip) to Washington DC:

20th ANNIVERSARY OF THE

MILLION MAN MARCH

October 9 & 10th • Reserve Your Seat Today

Contact 248-758-1411 – All Are Welcome

See article on Page 15

Top 10 Pros and Cons
What Are the Solutions to Illegal
Immigration in America?
See article on Page 4

20th ANNIVERSARY OF THE MILLION MAN MARCH OCTOBER 10, 2015
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EDITORIAL by R. FrankRussell,Publisher

WHAT’S INSIDE

A TRIP OF A LIFETIME - ALL ARE WELCOME!

A Call to all to sign-up for trip to Washington D.C. 20 Anniversary
of Million Man March. October 10, 2015 - Contact The Pontiac News
248-758-1411 or email thepontiacnews@sbcglobal.net
Association of Black Women Historians: Open Letter to Fans of “The Help”
On behalf of the Association of Black Women Historians
(ABWH), this statement provides historical context to address widespread stereotyping presented in both the film
and novel version of The Help. The book has sold over three
million copies, and heavy promotion of the movie ensured
its success at the box office.
Despite efforts to market the book and the film as a progressive story of triumph over racial injustice, The Help distorts,
ignores, and trivializes the experiences of black domestic
workers. We are specifically concerned about the representations of black life and the lack of attention given to sexual harassment and civil rights activism. .....See HELP Page 13

OUR CONDOLENCES

.....to the loved ones of Leon Thomas

Leon Thomas

Leon Thomas of Pontiac, Michigan departed this life on July 14, 2015 at the
age of 66. He is the beloved son of The late Frank and Katherine Thomas. Leon
is the husband of Joyce Thomas and father of: Angelia McNeir, Tremayne (Patricia) Thomas, Eric Deon Thomas, and also survived by 12 grandchildren, 2
great grandchildren, his siblings: Willie (Mary) Duncan of Arizona, Allen (Nettie) Thomas of Hempstead, NY, Bonita (Fred) Goines of Birmingham, AL, Frankie
Mae (Elijah) Hudson, Dorothy Mines, Charles, Thomas, George Thomas, Clarence
(Bertha) Thomas, Timothy Thomas, Orlando (Pearle) Thomas, and Sheila Thomas, Amy Bester, Rufus Bester all of Bessemer, Al; Frank (Lillian) Duncan, Sylvester (Debra) Thomas all of Pontiac, MI, and a host of other loving relatives
and friends.
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Pontiac School District
News • Events • Activities

Vote Yes - Tuesday August 4, 2015 Sinking
Fund Millage for Pontiac School District

The Pontiac Schools District is seeking 2.87 mills ($2.87 on each $1,000 of taxable value)
for five years from property owners. For information and educational materials for the
August 4, 2015 Sinking Fund millage, please contact (248) 451-6800

OAKLAND COUNTY
BUSINESS CALENDAR
• Walk-In-Start-Up Thursdays is 9:30 a.m.noon and 1:30-4:30 p.m. every Thursday at the
Oakland County Executive Office Building Conference Center, 2100 Pontiac Lake Road, Waterford Township.It is a small business counseling
initiative for individuals who want to launch a
business. They will receive confidential, oneon-one advice from an experienced business
consultant with no appointment necessary,
first come, first served basis and each session
is limited to 15 minutes. There is no fee. www.
AdvantageOakland.com, 248-858-0783.
• Business Research: Feasibility to Expansion is 6-8:30 p.m. Aug. 12 at Oakland County
Executive Office Building Conference Center,
2100 Pontiac Lake Road, Waterford Township,
free workshop, register at www.AdvantageOakland.com/businessworkshops, 248-8580783.
• Business Start-up-The Essentials is 8:45
a.m.-noon, Aug. 12 at Michigan First Credit
Union, 27000 Evergreen, Lathrup Village, Detroit SCORE’s introductory workshop, $25 per
person. Veterans may attend for free, 313226-7947, detroit.score.org.
• Starting a Business is 9-11:30 a.m. Aug.
13 at Oakland County Executive Office Building
Conference Center, 2100 Pontiac Lake Road,
Waterford Township, free workshop, register
at register at www.AdvantageOakland.com/
businessworkshops, 248-858- 0783.
• Team SBA Financing Roundtable is 9
a.m.- noon, Aug. 13 at Oakland County Executive Office Building Conference Center, 2100
Pontiac Lake Road, Waterford Township, free
workshop, register at www.AdvantageOakland.com/businessworkshops, 248-858-0783.
• Create Your Marketing Plan is 9 a.m.noon, Aug. 18 at Oakland County Executive
Office Building Conference Center, 2100 Pontiac Lake Road, Waterford Township, register at
www.AdvantageOakland.com/businessworkshops, 248-858-0783, $40 per person.
• 5 Steps to LinkedIn Mastery is 9-11:30
a.m. Aug. 19 at Oakland County Executive Office Building Conference Center, 2100 Pontiac
Lake Road, Waterford Township, register at
www.AdvantageOakland.com/businessworkshops, 248-858-0783, $40 per person.
• American Society of Employers Global
Human Resources Conference is Aug. 19
on the campus of the University of MichiganDearborn.global mobility issues, www.aseonline.org.
• Business Start-up Marketing is 8:45 a.m.noon, Aug. 19 at Michigan First Credit Union,
27000 Evergreen, Lathrup Village, Hosted by
Detroit SCORE, $25 per person, 313-226-7947,
detroit.score.org.
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Top 10 Pros and Cons • What Are the Solutions to Illegal Immigration in America?
The PRO and CON statements below gives a introduction to the debate on Immigration.

CON: “It is deplorable to go ahead with this decision of the wall at the border...The wall will
not solve any problem. Humanity made a huge mistake by building the Berlin Wall and I believe
that today the United States is committing a grave error in building the wall on our border. It is
much more useful to solve common problems and foster prosperity in both countries.” ~Felipe
Calderón President of Mexico “Mexico Urges Canada to Help Oppose Border
Fence,” CTV (Canadian national broadcast news) Oct. 26, 2006

1. Using the Term “Illegal Alien”
PRO: “The correct terminology for the nearly 20 million persons illegally in the U.S. is illegal
aliens. The term undocumented immigrants is purposely incorrect in order to sway the public
in favor of special interest groups and only clouds the reality of the situation... The term illegal
alien is broader and more accurate because it includes undocumented aliens and non-immigrant visa overstayers. ...the term illegal alien, being broader in scope, is the accurate term
to use. In that immigrant connotes legality, the term illegal immigrant is really an oxymoron.”
IllegalAliens.us ~“Calling an Illegal Alien an Undocumented Immigrant Is Like
Calling a Burglar an Uninvited House Guest,” illegalaliens.us accessed Jan.
18, 2007
CON: “The National Association of Hispanic Journalists (NAHJ) is concerned with the increasing
use of pejorative terms to describe the estimated 11 million undocumented people living in
the United States. NAHJ is particularly troubled with the growing trend of the news media to
use the word ‘illegals’ as a noun, shorthand for ‘illegal aliens.’ Using the word in this way is
grammatically incorrect and crosses the line by criminalizing the person, not the action they
are purported to have committed. NAHJ calls on the media to never use ‘illegals’ in headlines...
[and] to avoid ‘Illegal alien.’ Alternative terms are ‘undocumented worker,’ or ‘undocumented
immigrant.’” ~National Association of Hispanic Journalists “NAHJ Urges News
Media to Stop Using Dehumanizing Terms When Covering Immigration,”
nahj.org accessed Jan. 19, 2007

5. Civilian Border Patrols ￼￼￼
PRO: “...it is now more important than ever for citizens to rise to the occasion and fill a void
in National security. Minuteman Civil Defense Corps... volunteers will now patrol the border
with over 100 fully armed Citizens who consider themselves members of the unorganized state
militia; we have the legal right and moral obligation as per our Arizona State Constitution and
Federal Constitution and our respect for American citizens. Our intent is to send a strong message to the world that we will stand defiant to invaders and protect the borders of our country.”
~Chris Simcox Founder and President of the Minuteman Civil Defense Corps
americanpatrol.com accessed Oct. 11, 2007
CON: “The Border Patrol does this [patrol the border] every day, and they are qualified and very
well trained to handle the situation... Ordinary Americans are not. So there’s a danger that not
just illegal migrants might get hurt, but that American citizens might get hurt in this situation.”
~Robert C. Bonner, JD, Former Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border
Protection “Border Patrol Considering Use of Volunteers, Official Says,” New
York Times July 21, 2005

2. Amnesty

6. Terrorist Threat ￼￼￼

PRO: “Whether you fine illegal aliens or stick them in English classes or make them say a hundred Hail Marys, at the end of the day, illegals would be allowed to stay and become citizens...
That’s amnesty. And that’s a good thing for America. Amnesty won’t depress wages - globalization has already done that. Amnesty will not undermine the rule of law. [...] It sounds counterintuitive, but with immigration, forgiving a crime may be the best way to restore law and
order. Amnesty won’t necessarily add to the social- services burden. [...] Amnesty would offer
millions... a fighting chance at self-sufficiency and social mobility.” ~Nathan Thornburgh
Time Magazine reporter “A Case for Amnesty,” Time June 7, 2007
CON: “Do not grant amnesty to illegal aliens. Regardless of the penalties imposed, any program
that grants individuals who are unlawfully present the legal permission to remain here rewards
illegal behavior and is unfair to those who obey the law and go through the regulatory and
administrative requirements to enter the country legally. Those who enter the United States
illegally should not be rewarded with permanent legal status or other such benefits, and they
should be penalized in any road to citizenship. Those who enter and remain in the country illegally are violating the law, and condoning or encouraging such violations increases the likelihood of further illegal conduct.” ~Heritage Foundation “Immigration,” MyHeritage.
org accessed Oct. 3, 2007

PRO: “Knowledgeable Americans have come to understand that our welcoming immigration
policies are easily exploited by terrorists and that porous borders and lax immigration enforcement are no longer an option. With at least 8 million illegal aliens living in the United States and
nearly one million new aliens arriving each year, the potential for terrorists entering the United
States undetected is high.” ~Center for Immigration Studies “Terrorism & National
Security,” cis.org accessed Sep. 12, 2007
CON:”Illegal immigrants are not terrorists. They want to come legally to do the jobs Americans
don’t want, but our broken immigration system doesn’t allow that to happen. If there were legal
channels for these migrants to use, the government could concentrate on identifying the real
terrorists. Instead, the government is wasting money and manpower trying to keep out the immigrant workers the U.S. economy needs. That makes the job of finding a terrorist like finding a needle in a haystack.” ~American Immigration Law Foundation “Immigrants Aren’t
Undermining Our Nation’s Security. Flawed Immigration Laws Are,” ailf.org
accessed Sep. 12, 2007

7. Economic Burden ￼￼
PRO: “The economic and social consequences of illegal immigration... are staggering... Illegal
aliens have cost billions of taxpayer-funded dollars for medical services... Immigration is a net
drain on the economy; corporate interests reap the benefits of cheap labor, while taxpayers pay
the infrastructural cost... $60 billion dollars are earned by illegal aliens in the U.S. each year.
One of Mexico’s largest revenue streams (after exports and oil sales) consists of money sent
home by legal immigrants and illegal aliens working in the U.S... This is a massive transfer of
wealth from America - essentially from America’s displaced working poor - to Mexico.” ~Colorado Alliance for Immigration Reform (CAIR) “Economic Costs of Legal and
Illegal Immigration,” cairco.org accessed Oct. 24, 2007
CON: “[E]very empirical study of illegals’ economic impact demonstrates... undocumenteds actually contribute more to public coffers in taxes than they cost in social services. Moreover,
undocumented immigrants contribute to the U.S. economy through their investments and consumption of goods and services; filling of millions of essential worker positions resulting in
subsidiary job creation, increased productivity and lower costs of goods and services; and unrequited contributions to Social Security, Medicare and unemployment insurance programs. “
~Francine J. Lipman Professor of Law, Business and Economics at Chapman
University “Taxing Undocumented Immigrants: Separate, Unequal and Without Representation,” Tax Lawyer Spring 2006￼￼￼

3. Deportation
PRO: “...deporting aliens is as easy as one, two, three. The next time you hear [U.S. President]
George W. Bush or [U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security] Michael Chertoff say how impossible
immigration enforcement is, remember this simple formula: one, go to where you know aliens
are; two, arrest them; three, deport them. Don’t bother asking where aliens hang out. The better
question is where aren’t they hanging out. Go to a bus stop, a taco truck, a convenience store,
the post office or an auto repair shop. No need to round them all up at once. Just arrest one or
two every day at different locations around town and the message will soon get out.” ~Joe
Guzzardi English teacher at Lodi Adult School in California “Deportation: As
Easy As One, Two, Three,” VDare.com Aug. 19, 2007
CON: “I have listened to and understand the concerns of those who simply advocate sealing our
borders and rounding up and deporting undocumented workers currently in residence here. But
that’s easier said than done... I have yet to hear a single proponent of this point of view offer
one realistic proposal for locating, apprehending, and returning to their countries of origin over
11 million people. How do we do that? ...it would take 200,000 buses extending along a 1700
mile long line to deport 11 million people. That’s assuming we had the resources to locate and
apprehend all 11 million, or even half that number, which we don’t have and, we all know, won’t
ever have.” ~John McCain U.S. Senator (R-AZ) Statement on the Senate floor
Mar. 30, 2006

8. Driver’s Licenses for Immigrants in the United States Illegally
PRO: “While increasing our national security is critical, restricting driver licenses (DLs) is an inefficient way to enforce immigration laws and prevent terrorism... Furthermore, press accounts
since September 11 have called attention to the fact that the hijackers had obtained DLs when,
in fact, the terrorists did not need U.S.- issued DLs to board the planes on September 11; they
had foreign passports that allowed them to board. In fact, denying driving licenses to large segments of the population makes everyone in the community less safe. Restricting DLs results in
unsafe roads, higher insurance rates, and overwhelmed court systems... Restricting DLs results
in the proliferation of false documents.” ~Mexican American Legal Defence and Educational Fund
(MALDEF) “Immigrant Access to State Driver’s Licenses: A Tool Kit for Advocates,” maldef.org Jan.
2004

4. Mexican Border Fence ￼￼￼
PRO: “I’m pleased that you all are here to witness the signature of the Secure Fence Act of
2006... This bill will make our borders more secure. It is an important step toward immigration
reform... The bill authorizes the construction of hundreds of miles of additional fencing along
our southern border...We’re modernizing the southern border of the United States so we can
assure the American people we’re doing our job of securing the border. By making wise use of
physical barriers and deploying 21st century technology we’re helping our Border Patrol agents
do their job.” ~George W. Bush U.S. President, Signing of the “Secure Fence Act
of 2006” Oct. 26, 2006

•••••• List Continues on Page 5 ••••••
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OAKLAND COUNTY

Oakland County Heads to White House for Economic Development Forum
In June, Patterson reported Emerging Sectors total investment had topped $3
billion since the program began in 2004. It was created to diversify Oakland
County’s economy which had been heavily dependent on the automotive industry. The strategy targeted international companies that expressed an interest in
expanding operations into North America and North American companies that
identified Oakland County as the right business location.
The targeted sectors include advanced electronics, advanced materials, alternative energy, information technology/communications, aerospace and defense/homeland security.

The county’s Business Development Team works closely with Emerging Sector
companies, providing assistance in such areas as site selection, workforce development, financing strategies, and coordinating state and local incentives. The
team literally travels the world selling businesses on the advantages of locating
in Oakland County. The county has more than 1,000 global firms from 39 countries.
Patterson said economists may debate reasons for the investment surge this
year but he has his own theories.

“First, pent-up demand that is now being served,” he said. “Second, our gamble
on diversifying our economic base beyond automotive is paying off in spades.
The June report lists businesses such as Canada-based And finally, there is a term, ‘Cumulative Causation,’ which means success breeds
Magna International Inc., Troy-based Energy Power Sys- success. We are all beneficiaries.”
tems and Bmax USA, subsidiary of a French tech company
called I-Pulse, among nine companies who announced The most successful sectors in total investment are health care/life science
L. Brooks Patterson
total investment in the county of $145.4 million, result- (Medical Main Street) at $978 million, IT/communications (Tech 248), at $620
ing in more than 1,000 new jobs and 759 retained jobs. million and alternative energy at $548.9 million.
Patterson said the strategy is responsible for new investment in the county, on
Magna projects in Lyon Township and Novi total $104 million in investment.
Since inception, Emerging Sectors has 346 business successes resulting in total average, of $772,000 every day for 11 years.
investment of $3.1 billion; 35,689 new jobs and 20,062 retained jobs. A success “If I’ve said it once, I’ve said it a thousand times: Oakland County is the economis a company that is either new to Oakland County or expanded here when it ic engine that drives the Michigan economy,” Patterson said.
considered moving to another state or country.

New Look and Improved Navigation for AdvantageOakland.com Gets End Users a Click Away
a hassle-free website that make searches easier and presents our inforfrom Economic Development Info

Waterford, Michigan -- Oakland County has launched its revamped and mation more logically so you get what you need in a click or two instead
improved economic development website AdvantageOakland.com, embarking on an endless adventure.”
which aims to get users to the information they seek faster and easier.
AdvantageOakland.com features drop-down mega menus for those cusThe site features improved graphics, ease of navigation and mega menus, tomers interested in: Business, Residents, Communities, International,
which allow easier one-click access to economic development programs, Maps & Data, and Programs. Subsets may include information on startservices and events such as Medical Main Street®, Tech248TM, the One ing a business, financing, community grants, finding a job, arts & culture
Stop Shop Business Center, the Emerging Sectors® business attraction and waste and recycling, among other subjects.
strategy, or available business classes and upcoming events.
The site also allows customers to access or subscribe to PROSPER, eco“Getting our customers to the information they need quickly and more nomic development’s bi-weekly electronic newsletter that features news
efficiently is a key to the new site,” Oakland County Executive L. Brooks about the businesses, communities and people of Oakland County and
Patterson said. “We all know how frustrating it can be to search for some- the region.
thing and not be able to find it. Our team has worked diligently to create

of these officers believe deeply in the rule of law and want to help protect the security of their
country.” ~NumbersUSA.com “Economic Costs of Legal and Illegal Immigration,” numbersusa.com
accessed June 15, 2007
CON : “Immigration enforcement by local police would likely negatively effect and undermine
the level of trust and cooperation between local police and immigrant communities... Undoubtedly legal immigrants would avoid contact with the police for fear that they themselves or
undocumented family members or friends may become subject to immigration enforcement.
Enforcement of federal immigration laws would be a burden that most major police agencies
would not be able to bear under current resource levels. [...] The specific immigration status of
any particular person can vary greatly and whether they are in fact in violation of the complex
federal immigration regulations would be very difficult if not almost impossible for the average
patrol officer to determine. At this time local police agencies are ill equipped in terms of training, experience and resources to delve into the complicated area of immigration enforcement.”
~Major Cities Chiefs Association “Recommendations For Enforcement of Immigration Laws By Local
Police Agencies,” neiassociates.org June 8, 2006

8. Driver’s Licenses for Immigrants (cont. from page 4) ￼￼￼
CON: “In an increasingly security-conscious America, access to driver’s licenses by people in
the country illegally poses serious risks and undermines U.S. immigration law... illegal aliens
often use aliases and phony documents, so the alien’s identity and residence is not established
as a result of the driver’s license process... The argument about road safety relies on a faulty
assumption that if illegal aliens are legally licensed to drive, they will all have accident insurance. But even if a state requires automobile insurance as a condition of getting a license, that
does not keep an illegal alien from canceling the policy the next day. Illegal aliens generally are
working in low-wage jobs and have difficulty affording insurance, and their cars are frequently
older and more accident-prone. Additionally, illegal aliens often are not able to read road alerts
in English.” ~Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR) “Economic Costs of Legal and
Illegal Immigration,” fairus.org Oct. 2005

9. Using State and Local Law Enforcement vs. National Only
PRO: “State and local police are badly needed to help overwhelmed federal immigration authorities apprehend and detain illegal aliens in the interior of our country. Illegal aliens outnumber
federal immigration agents by 5,000 to one. Only 2,000 are active in enforcing the immigration
laws in the interior of our country. This number is too small to apprehend more than a fraction
of the illegal alien population now here... There doesn’t appear to be much chance in the near
future that the number of federal agents assigned to interior enforcement will reach anywhere
near the level that would be required for the feds to do the job by themselves. More than
600,000 state and local law enforcement officers already come into contact with illegal aliens
every day. Many of them, in the course of their normal duties on their regular beat, routinely
observe and even stop illegal aliens — for example for traffic violations. And the vast majority

10. Border Militarization
PRO: “The U.S. Border Patrol simply cannot handle its mission under present restraints. Its job
is to protect the American public and preserve the sanctity of our international borders. That
cannot be accomplished while our borders are over run by aliens of every nationality and while
bureaucrats place unreasonable restrictions on how agents operate. I urge the immediate deployment of U.S. military troops and equipment on our borders to seal them against those who
would cause us harm. This could be only a temporary measure to allow us to regain control to
again become a sovereign nation.” ~David J. Stoddard Former U.S. Border Patrol Agent Testimony

•••••• List Continues on Page 6 ••••••
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Roshaun Akeem Page, President/
CEO, Its-A-Rap Production, LLC

10. Border Militarization (cont. from page 5)
submitted to the U.S. House Subcommittee on Criminal Justice, Drug Policy, and Human Resources
Feb. 22, 2002
CON: “[E]very empirical study of illegals’ economic impact demonstrates... undocumenteds actually contribute more to public coffers in taxes than they cost in social services. Moreover,
undocumented immigrants contribute to the U.S. economy through their investments and
consumption of goods and services; filling of millions of essential worker positions resulting
in subsidiary job creation, increased productivity and lower costs of goods and services; and
unrequited contributions to Social Security, Medicare and unemployment insurance programs.
“ ~Francine J. Lipman Professor of Law, Business and Economics at Chapman University “Taxing
Undocumented Immigrants: Separate, Unequal and Without Representation,” Tax Lawyer Spring
2006￼￼￼

Roshaun a Pontiac native and owner of It’s a
R.A.P. Production, LLC a fully functional production company based in Michigan that specializes in film production, industrial videos,
commercials and music videos. Roshaun, a director and writer, is currently raising capital
to create the short film “cloaked”, a film that explores fear and
how it controls our world. To read more on this powerful project
go to http://gofundme.com/x9zmg8g and support.

Law Offices of

Dar r yl P. Mitchell

30 N. Saginaw St. Suite 709
Pontiac, MI 48342

(248) 333-2200

1 100

BE
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adults
has diabetes.

1

who doesn’t.

1 in 10 adults has diabetes, and 1 in 3 is at risk for developing type 2 diabetes. There are a lot of things you can
do to manage or prevent diabetes. Make a move to have a longer, healthier life. Learn more at Michigan.gov/diabetes.
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Politics

Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence unveils legislations to
provide support for American families with health care costs.
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congresswoman Brenda
L. Lawrence (MI-14) on Thursday introduced H.R.
3184, The Youth Parity Act of 2015, to provide
American families with more flexibility in paying for
health care costs.

medical expenses can only use resources from a health savings account
(HSA) to pay for medical bills until age 18. The Youth Parity Act of 2015
would bring our nation’s laws regarding HSAs on par with the ACA by
allowing dependents to be covered by their family’s HSA until they reach
the age of 26.

“So many young Americans who are transitioning
Congresswoman from their parents’ households into financial indeBrenda Lawrence pendence, including those just starting their working careers and college students, are struggling with massive debt due to
unexpected health issues and the associated medical costs. The Youth
Parity Act of 2015 is straightforward in its premise and goal, which is to
extend the age limit for all dependents to remain covered by HSAs until
the age of 26. The benefits of this legislation, however, are profound for
our nation’s youth and their families,” Congresswoman Lawrence said.

HSAs are tax-advantaged medical savings accounts available to all taxpayers in the United States who are enrolled in a high-deductible health plan
(HDHP). Any funds that individuals place in this account are not subject
to federal income taxes and provide individuals enrolled in HDHPs with
a degree of financial freedom for future medical expenses. By expanding
the coverage for individuals until the age of 26, more Americans will be
covered for future unexpected medical expenses.

“Congress has vowed to empower and strengthen the middle class. This
legislation provides for a common sense change to allow our middle
Five years ago, the Affordable Care Act (ACA) was signed into law, pro- class, our emerging workforce, and our youth to succeed in their pursuit
viding all Americans with a right to obtain health care. Among its many of a debt-free future. This is a benefit to not only these individuals and
provisions, the ACA allowed for dependents to be covered by their par- their families, but the overall health of the American economy,” the Conents until the age of 26. Currently, families with dependents who accrue gresswoman said.

Peters Bill to Increase Small Business Lending Unanimously Passes the Senate

Legislation Ensures Small Business Administration’s Main Lending Program Can Meet Increasing Demand for FY2015
WASHINGTON, DC – U.S. Senator Gary
Peters (MI) recently addressed the NAACP
Annual Convention in Philadelphia, PA as
part of a panel on NAACP’s legislative priorities. Peters discussed criminal justice reform
and the National Criminal Justice Commission Act of 2015, legislation he introduced
to create a National Criminal Justice Commission to review and overhaul the criminal
Senator Gary Peters
justice system. Peters introduced the legislation along with Republican Senators Lindsey
Graham (SC) and John Cornyn (TX) in April. Peters was joined on the
legislative panel by U.S. Senator Cory Booker (NJ) and Representatives
Bobby Scott (VA-03), G.K. Butterfield (NC-01), Sheila Jackson Lee (TX18), Chaka Fattah (PA-02) and Al Green (TX-09).

justice system.
The National Criminal Justice Commission Act of 2015 would create a
14-member, bipartisan National Criminal Justice Commission made up
of Presidential and Congressional appointees, including experts on law
enforcement, criminal justice, victims’ rights, civil liberties and social services.
The Commission would be charged with completing an 18-month comprehensive review of the national criminal justice system, including
federal, state, local and tribal criminal justice systems, and issuing recommendations for changes in oversight, policies, practices and laws to
reduce crime, increase public safety and promote confidence in the criminal justice system.

“The National Criminal Justice Commission is a vital step to finding solutions to the lingering problem of injustice that has shaken the public’s
“America has reached a point where we can no longer deny that justice faith in the American ideal that justice is blind,” Peters said. “The Comis neither fair nor equal in our country,” said Senator Peters. “We must mission will make sure policymakers have a full understanding of the
act now to understand the root causes of this inequity and reform our reforms and best practices we need to reduce crime, protect our commucriminal justice system so it works for every American—no matter who nities, help law enforcement do their jobs safely and effectively, and most
importantly, ensure that the scales of justice are balanced.”
you are, where you live or how much money you have in your pocket.”
Over the last year, incidents and civil unrest in areas like Ferguson, MO, The National Criminal Justice Commission Act of 2015 is supported
Staten Island, NY, Baltimore, MD, North Charleston, SC and Inkster, MI, by a broad, bipartisan coalition of civil rights, criminal justice and law
have highlighted the need for a top-to-bottom evaluation of the criminal enforcement organizations, including the NAACP, the National Action
Network, the National Sheriffs Association, Fraternal Order of Police,
Association of Prosecuting Attorneys, International Chiefs of Police,
CURE and more.

FAMILY DENTISTRY
Bruce E. Turpin, DDS
160 Palmer, Pontiac MI 48341
Contact: (248) 334-4569
Email: bruce@turpindds.com

The NAACP’s Annual Convention brings together thousands of advocates from across the country to set the organization’s legislative and policy priorities for the year. Founded in 1909, the NAACP is the oldest and
largest civil rights organization in the United States.
“These problems are not easy and there are no quick answers,” Peters
added. “But together we can achieve the promise of this great country
equal justice and fair treatment for every American under the law.”

www.turpindds.com
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— SATURDAY August 15 —

— FRIDAY August 14 —

Downtown Pontiac Cruizin’ Car Show

Pre Cruise Party

9am-11pm

11am to 11pm

For registration/parking call 844-M1-DREAM

— SUNDAY August 16 —
MOTORCYCLE BLOCK PARTY
FEATURING DOZER CUSTOM CYCLES STUDIO
Presented by Mad Cow Custom Leather
DOWNTOWN NORTH

WOODWARD SCREAM CRUISE
Featuring EDDIE MUNSTER
Presented by EREBUS Haunted Attraction
DOWNTOWN SOUTH

FAMILY FUN ZONE • ZIP LINE • KIDS KRAFT AREA
COLD DRINKS & HOT MUSIC

The MUGGS • The RUINERS • The REEFERMEN • The ORBITSUNS
TWISTIN’ TARANTULAS • CITIZEN ZERO • DJ BETH SHATTUCK & MORE!!!
line-up subject to change - for a complete listing please visit

www.ThunderInPontiac.com
Like us: Facebook.com/ThunderInPontiac

VENDORS: contact
Ms Booth
@ 1-800-3456-911
6

The Rider Re-

Another MAJOR Production
1-800-FILM-911

DETROIT

www.TheRiderReport.com
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Party

Saturday, August 1st
12pm- 4pm
Beaudette Park, Pontiac
(Orchard Lake Rd. & Riverbank Dr. )

Healthy Food Samples • Bike Tours
Physical Activities • Fun Games
Free Prizes And More!

Want More Information?
healthypontiac@gmail.com
248.858.5325
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What’s Happening in Africa

Homecoming: Obama Reunites With Half-Sister,
Brings $1 Billion In Investments To Kenya
By Christina Coleman

In his first visit to his father’s country
since he became president, Barack
Obama made his rounds with extended family, addressed economic
development and announced more
than $1 billion in investments to promote entrepreneurship at Nairobi’s
Global Entrepreneurship Summit.

It’s also a special visit for the president, who remarked that the long-awaited journey was “personal” for him. Upon arriving to Kenya, Obama was
greeted by his half-sister, Auma Obama, at Jomo Kenyatta Airport.
The president, who was also greeted by Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta, met with other top officials during the reunion, dined with his extended family — including a step-grandmother — and celebrated with
the locals.

“I am proud to be the first U.S. president to visit Kenya,” he said. “Obviously, it is personal for me. It’s the reason why my name is Barack
Hussein Obama. My father came from these parts, I have family and
relatives here.”

He kicked off the two-day visit with
the latter, making a point to announce that half of the $1 billion
from government and private companies would benefit both young children and women entrepreneurs.

During his trip, Obama is also expected to discuss human rights with civil
society groups — this despite a warning from Kenyan leaders who have
“If half of your team is not playing, you’ve got a problem,” he said. threatened to disrupt the president’s visit if he discusses gay marriage.
“This continent needs to be a future hub of global growth and not just
African growth. Kenya is leading the way. Go out there and start some- “We want to warn Obama to steer clear of any comments on same sex
thing. We’re excited about it — we are expecting great things out of you,” marriages during
his visit,” BishObama added.
op Mark Kariuki
The visit is not only historical for President Obama; the move is an im- in Nairobi told
portant one that officially forges a relationship between America and the USA Today. “Any
African nation.
attempts will lead
“We have waited for Obama to visit the country since he became pres- to a call for mass
ident — we want to thank God that he has finally arrived,” said Grace demonstrations
Wangeci, a vegetable seller in Nairobi told USA Today. “We thank him across the counfor fulfilling his promise to the country before he leaves the presidency.” try and disrupt
his meeting.”

Inonge Wina Is Zambia’s First Female Vice President!
By Ruth Manuel-Logan
President Edgar Lungu has appointed Zambia’s first female
vice president, Inonge Wina
(pictured), and she is making
history as the first female to
hold such a high-ranking political position in the republic,
according to All Africa.
Wina was the wife of the
late-freedom fighter Arthur
Wina, who played a pivotal
role in the country’s liberation struggles and passed away
in 1995.
The 73-year-old 13th vice president of Zambia has always
been fueled by community
work. Wina began volunteering
for various grassroots movements as far back as the early
’70s but at the top of her agenda was her dedication to championing women’s rights.

Wina was instrumental in the creation of a victim’s support unit under
the auspices of the Zambian police. In 2000, Wina was also at the helm
of the women’s movement in the Red Ribbon Campaign in defense of the
Zambian Constitution.
Wina was elected to the Zambian Parliament of Nalolo Constituency back
in 2001 and has chaired a number of portfolio committees, including the
Committee on Human Rights Gender and Governance and Women
Parliamentary Caucus. In 2006, she tried to regain her Parliamentary seat
but lost. More than two years ago, Wina attempted to campaign for a Parliamentary seat under the Patriotic Front ticket and won.

Wina was included in the late-President Michael Sata’s initial 18-member
cabinet as Minister of Chiefs and in Traditional Affairs. In March of last
year, Sata revamped the gender cabinet division, turning it into a full ministry, with Wina serving
as Minister of Gender. We wish you well, our sister!

DENTAL ART S C O MPA N Y
Affordable Family Dental Care
Dentistr y by

Jeff Martin, D.D.S.A.
91 N. Saginaw
Pontiac, Michigan 48342

(248) 332-4240
A beautiful smile takes more than just brushing!
10

THE PONTIAC NEWS • VOLUME V - ISSUE VIII

Dr Boyce Watkins: The 10 commandments of Black Economic Empowerment
By Dr. Boyce Watkins

I’ve taught Finance at the college level for over 20 years. I also
learned more about Finance by the
age of 25 than most experts learn
in a lifetime. But one of the funny things about stuffing all of this
knowledge into my brain is that I
found that being forced to align
a series of very complex ideas almost always brings us back to
the simple things. For example, I
realized that, even as a young finance faculty member at Syracuse
University, I would often call my
late grandmother Felicia to get Z
financial advice.
My grandmother never had the
chance to finish college and she
never earned more than $25,000
per year. But in all of those years,
after raising four kids without a
husband, I never once saw her borrow money from anyone. She always had perfect credit. She owned
her own home and car. Relatives
earning five times more than she
was would come to her to borrow
money. Her financial situation was
in perfect order on the day she
died, all the way down to the Louisville Cardinal red dress she wore
when they put her in her casket.
In other words, my grandmother
went out like a baller. I also realize
that, in hindsight, she was my first
finance professor.
So, it is in the spirit of my late
grandmother that I share some
of what I learned from our thousands of conversations, from all of
those thick text books I studied in
school, and also from the game of
life which led to me create what I
call “The 10 Commandments of
Black Economic Empowerment.”
If just 10% of all black people followed the rules written in this article, we would become the mightiest economic force on the planet:
1) Never get all of your income
from one source: Most people

choose a job by asking themselves one simple question –
“How much money am I going
to make?”

will endure playing catch up for
their entire life. The fact that
it’s easier to get some people to
turn on an episode of “Scandal” or the NBA finals than it
is to get them to crack a book
is indicative of the fact that our
priorities are all screwed up.

By choosing your career path
based solely on how much
money you’ll make, you’re
missing the vast majority of all
of the benefits that come with
choosing the right career. Another factor that people often
overlook is the importance of
factoring in financial security as
one of the primary measuring
sticks of what might determine
the right career decision. When
you earn all of your income
from one source, you are ultimately controlled by the person
or entity that is providing your
family’s means of survival. In
other words, you’ve effectively sold yourself into slavery. For some
people, slavery
is much more
acceptable if
they get to
keep the money
themselves.

I get disgusted when I receive
an email from a college student
whose friends have told her
that she’s a nerd for wanting
to study on a Saturday night.
These so-called “nerds” in
college are the ones who are
running the world 20 years later. We can’t just be known as
the people who will spend 10
hours a day on the basketball
court and five hours at the after
party. There’s a lot more to life
than getting “turnt up.”

My
greatest
economic freedom
came
when I found
ways to make
money outside of my job. This
not only filled my pockets, but
it also filled my spirit. When I
was attacked by Bill O’Reilly
years ago, and threatened with
job loss for being an outspoken
black man, I was able to tell my
bosses (and O’Reilly) to go to
hell. You can’t put a price tag
on being a free black man, it
has literally kept me out of the
insane asylum.

Your hard work today is that
which protects you from volatility and turmoil tomorrow.
You should always be working to learn something new,
all the time. Laziness will get
you nothing but self-pity when
your life is falling apart and you
have no idea why.
3) Never allow yourself to become addicted to money: Money is valuable and it is powerful.
You should never underestimate its significance in your life.
But if you allow yourself to become someone who worships
money or will do anything for
another dollar, you’ve basically
watered down your entire existence. I’ve seen rich financial
addicts, who define themselves
by how much money they have.
I’ve seen poor financial addicts

2) Never go through life without adequate training and education: Running away from
education effectively means
that you’re running right toward slavery. Any person who
doesn’t want to put in the work
to get additional education and
training is going to pay a very
high price with all of the stress,
hard work and heartache they
11

who will do anything to have a
chance to live like rich people
do. I’ve seen rappers who will
write a thousand lyrics about
how much money they’ve
made, as if it somehow makes
them a more worthy human being. Then, they’ll write another
thousand lyrics about how they
turned around and gave it right
back to the white man. Let’s
please stop celebrating this
kind of coonery....it’s not cool,
it’s not masculine, it’s not productive. It’s f–king stupid.
The problem with financial addiction is that any black person
choosing to become addicted
to a commodity that is primarily controlled by whites is basically putting himself into a position where someone is going
to be able to control their very
existence. This means that,
whenever your spirit tells you
to take a stand for your community, you’re going to be told
to sit right back down because
in the eyes of those who own
you, you’re not a man, you’re
just a weak, dependent little
boy. As the rapper Immortal Technique likes to say, “Not all money
is good money,” and we should
train our minds to know the
difference.
4) Never allow your self-esteem
to be contingent upon validation from predominantly white
institutions: One way that black
people are consistently hypnotized by racist institutions
is that we’ve somehow concluded that we are more worthy than other black people if
white people like us. So, if I’ve
got a prominent position at a
white-owned university, I am
always “more successful” than
the scholars teaching black students at HBCUs. If I am a vice
president at IBM, I’m somehow more accomplished than
the black entrepreneur who
earns half of my salary. By allowing professional carrots to
be held above our heads, we
are effectively giving power to
the person who controls the
carrot. .....See MONEY Page 12

MONEY...continued from Page 11
It is critical to realize that you
are an important person, even
if white people don’t like you.
Malcolm X figured this out a
long time ago.
5) Avoid allowing yourself to
go deep into debt, especially
for the wrong reasons: Debt is
not always a bad thing. It can
actually give you the chance to
take advantage of good investment opportunities. If used
appropriately, debt is actually a
financial time machine: Allowing you to do things today that
might take years to do if you
had to wait until you’ve accumulated all of the capital yourself. But in addition to these
other things, debt is also an
OBLIGATION. With any obligation, there is a great deal of
power in the hands of the entity to which you owe that debt.
The United States government
is vulnerable to the Chinese
government because a) We’ve
accumulated far too much debt
and b) much of that debt is
held by Chinese citizens. That’s
bad for our national security.
If you’re deep in debt like most
Americans, you probably have
to keep pushing just to make
your interest payments and
avoid default. This means that,
if you have just one job supplying all of your income, you
are that much more beholden
(and enslaved) by your employer because your overwhelming
debt has precluded your ability
to walk away from your existing situation. The point here is
that if you’re not careful, debt
can make you feel financially
trapped, which is not a good
place to be.
6) Always save your money,
no matter what: Everyone can
save, I don’t care how broke
you are. If you can give tithes
to your pastor, then you can
also give tithes to your family, your community, your future and yourself. Saving your
money and getting rid of debt
if possible are ways to create
the kind of financial cushion
that protects you from sud-
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den shocks in your economic
situation. A person who has
been saving her money, cutting
down her debt, building her
skillset and creating alternative
revenue streams is almost always going to be better able to
handle an economic downturn
than someone who has done
the opposite.

into a financial situation where
your money is working for
you. You shouldn’t be breaking
your back into old age in order to pay the bills. The thing
I’ve loved most about owning
things is that it breeds an awesomely powerful sense that I
control my own environment.
I am not an extraordinarily
brave man, but I don’t wake
up with the same trepidation in
my heart that is felt by many of
my scholarly colleagues. Much
of this “liquid courage” comes
from the high of owning my
own “stuff.”

7) Always think like an investor: Investing doesn’t always
relate to money. In fact, it rarely does. The most valuable resources we have in our lives
relate to things that are non-financial: Our health, happiness,
freedom, relationships, etc. Every time you allocate a resource
toward a long-term goal, you’re
making an investment. You’re
investing when you spend time
with your children, when you
go to the gym, when you take
a business meeting, when you
pick up a book, when you buy
a savings bond, when you start
a small business. The list goes
on and on.

Another community benefit of
breeding the value
of ownership in
our children is that
this is the ONLY
cure for the black
unemployment crisis affecting America. Part of the
reason that black
people (especially
black men) can’t
get jobs is because
we are begging for
jobs from white
people. White people are never going
to hire us before
they hire other
white people, that
just doesn’t happen in America.
So, the best way to get access to
an opportunity is to create the
opportunity yourself. We must
control our own economic destiny.

FACT: Buying a new pair of
Air Jordans is NOT an investment. It only adds to the wealth
of Nike and Michael Jordan.
Consumption can certainly be
a part of your financial plan,
but it can’t be the only part. Before you give all of your money away to the big white companies that enjoy making fun
of black people, ask yourself:
What am I putting money, time
and energy into that is going to
give me a good payoff tomorrow? What ventures are out
there that I can put a few hundred dollars into today that will
pay me a few thousand dollars
back in a few years? Malcolm
X once said that the future belongs to those who prepare for
it today. In other words, he was
saying that you want to think
like an investor.

9) Never allow yourself to be
infected with the disease of
laziness: I worry about those
who are afraid of hard work.
Laziness and complacency are
death traps when it comes to
reaching your goals or building wealth. By always attacking
your situation over and over
again, constantly reassessing
your targets and adding good
old- fashioned hustle to your
game, you’d be amazed at how
many obstacles you can overcome.

8) Find a way to own something: America is run by people
who own things, not by those
who rent them. So, whether it’s
your first home, a small business or even a website, find
something that you can obtain
that belongs to you. Ownership also allows you to get

He who hustles hardest will
almost always end up ahead.
Hustlers also tend to have the
best luck. Never waste your life
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being timid, passive or unfocused. That’s what they want
you to be.
10) Choose your mate and
family situation wisely: Bad
family planning is one of
the easiest ways for any person to find themselves in the
poor house. For men, choosing the pretty girl who drains
you financially can ruin your
economic life. For women, it
might mean getting so excited about a marriage proposal
that you find yourself strapped
ont0 an economic dud. Additionally, having children out
of wedlock can be a financial

train wreck for both the man
and the woman involved in this
tempting sexual transaction.
For men, child support courts
DESTROY your bank account.
For most women, the struggles
of being a single mom and
working full-time are enough
to drive you insane. Choosing
the right mate and having your
kids in the right way can open
the door to wealth building and
a powerful intergenerational
transfer. Doing it the wrong
way can leave you frustrated,
broke and embarrassed. Don’t
make the wrong choice.
Here’s a bonus commandment:
11) Avoid the legal system if at
all possible: The legal, educational and healthcare systems
in America are the biggest
financial drains imaginable.
.....See ECONOMIC Page 13

ECONOMIC.....continued from
Page 12
Thousands of families give
away all of their home equity trying to fight a losing legal
battle against a criminal justice system that is hellbent on
locking up as many black men
as possible. Universities leave
students swimming in debt
after receiving a mediocre education. I won’t even go into
how the healthcare system has
manipulated the price of drugs
to the point that almost no one
can afford them.
Some of this can’t be avoided,
but it can be managed. When
it comes to the legal system,
it is a good idea to try to stay
out of it. This might mean
avoiding unnecessary legal
problems that come from violating the law. Educationally,
it might mean choosing a state
university over a private school
or pushing your kids to make
good grades so they become
eligible for scholarships. At the
very least, the child can share
the financial burden which
might come from massive student loans.
This list of tools for economic empowerment is not at all exhaustive,
but is a start in getting the right
mindset for wealth building. We
should be sick and tired of black
people always starting over, always
feeling left behind, and allowing
ourselves to be trained to throw
away every asset that we have in
our possession. Oppression is
real, we know that. But we should
also know that your oppressor is
almost NEVER going to voluntarily stop oppressing you. So, if
you’re waiting for racist institutions
to give you what you need to survive, you’re going to be waiting a
long time.
Our economic future belongs to us
and any goal is within reach of a
community that is determined. But
the undeniable and consistent fact
is that we must grab this destiny
ourselves. No one is going to give
it to us.
-Dr Boyce Watkins is a Finance PhD and

author of the best-selling book, “Black
American Money.” To have Dr Boyce com-
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Association of Black Women Historians: Open
attempt to provide context for this
Letter to Fans of “The Help”
popular rendition of black life in
HELP .....continued from Page 2

acters are depicted as drunkards,
During the 1960s, the era covered abusive, or absent. Such distorted
in The Help, legal segregation and images are misleading and do not
economic inequalities limited black represent the historical realities of
women’s employment opportuni- black masculinity and manhood.
ties. Up to 90 per
cent of working
black women in the
South labored as
domestic servants
in white homes.
The Help’s representation
of
these women is
a
disappointing
resurrection
of
Mammy—a mythical stereotype
of black women who were compelled, either by slavery or segregation, to serve white families.
Portrayed as asexual, loyal, and
contented caretakers of whites,
the caricature of Mammy allowed
mainstream America to ignore the
systemic racism that bound black
women to back-breaking, low paying jobs where employers routinely
exploited them.

Furthermore, African American
domestic workers often suffered
sexual harassment as well as physical and verbal abuse in the homes
of white employers. For example,
a recently discovered letter written
by Civil Rights activist Rosa Parks
indicates that she, like many black
domestic workers, lived under the
threat and sometimes reality of
sexual assault. The film, on the
other hand, makes light of black
women’s fears and vulnerabilities
The popularity of this most re- turning them into moments of
cent iteration is troubling because comic relief.
it reveals a contemporary nostalgia
for the days when a black woman Similarly, the film is woefully silent
could only hope to clean the White on the rich and vibrant history of
black Civil Rights activists in MisHouse rather than reside in it.
sissippi. Granted, the assassination
Both versions of The Help also of Medgar Evers, the first Missismisrepresent African American sippi-based field secretary of the
speech and culture. Set in the NAACP, gets some attention.
South, the appropriate regional accent gives way to a child-like, over- However, Evers’ assassination
exaggerated “black” dialect. In the sends Jackson’s black community
film, for example, the primary char- frantically scurrying into the streets
acter, Aibileen, reassures a young in utter chaos and disorganized
white child that, “You is smart, you confusion—a far cry from the
is kind, you is important.” In the courage demonstrated by the black
book, black women refer to the men and women who continued his
Lord as the “Law,” an irreverent fight. Portraying the most dangerous racists in 1960s Mississippi as
depiction of black vernacular.
a group of attractive, well dressed,
For centuries, black women and society women, while ignoring the
men have drawn strength from reign of terror perpetuated by the
their community institutions. The Ku Klux Klan and the White Citiblack family, in particular provid- zens Council, limits racial injustice
ed support and the validation of to individual acts of meanness.
person-hood necessary to stand
We respect the stellar perforagainst adversity.
mances of the African American
We do not recognize the black actresses in this film. Indeed, this
community described in The Help statement is in no way a criticism
where most of the black male char- of their talent. It is, however, an
13

the Jim Crow South.

In the end, The Help is not a story
about the millions of hardworking
and dignified black women who labored in white homes to support
their families and communities.
Rather, it is the coming-of-age
story of a white protagonist, who
uses myths about the lives of black
women to make sense of her own.
The Association of Black Women
Historians finds it unacceptable
for either this book or this film to
strip black women’s lives of historical accuracy for the sake of
entertainment.
Ida E. Jones is National Director
of ABWH and Assistant Curator at
Howard University. Daina Ramey
Berry, Tiffany M. Gill, and Kali Nicole Gross are Lifetime Members
of ABWH and Associate Professors at the University of Texas at
Austin. Janice Sumler-Edmond is a
Lifetime Member of ABWH and
is a Professor at Huston- Tillotson
University.
Suggested Reading:
Fiction:
• Like One of the Family: Conversations from A Domestic’s Life by Alice Childress The Book of the Night
Women by Marlon James
• Blanche on the Lam by Barbara Neeley
• The Street by Ann Petry
• A Million Nightingales by Susan
Straight
Non-Fiction:
• Out of the House of Bondage: The
Transformation of the Plantation
Household by Thavolia Glymph
• To Joy My Freedom: Southern Black
Women’s Lives and Labors by Tera
Hunter
• Labor of Love Labor of Sorrow:
Black Women, Work, and the Family, from Slavery to the Present by Jacqueline Jones Living In, Living Out:
African American Domestics and
the Great Migration by Elizabeth
Clark-Lewis
• Coming of Age in Mississippi by
Anne Moody
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The 22nd Annual Village
Basketball Camp Boys & Girls
August 3 - August 7, 2015

4 PM - 8 PM
Camp Site:
Monday – Friday
Pontiac High School
1051 Arlene Ave.
Pontiac, MI 48340
Registration Fee:
$35.00

• Games
• Awards
• Speakers
• T-Shirts

• Free Throw
Contest
• 3 on 3
Contests

• Refreshments
• 3 point
Contest

Make Checks Payable to:
P.A.L.

For Additional Information Contact:

Ken Corr (248) 892-8327 • Deon Dinkins (248) 867-5405
Registration Location:

Pontiac High School
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Community Events
GREATER PONTIAC COMMUNITY COALITION (GPCC)
Presents:

Second Business Forum Conference Series
Hosted and sponsored by

Oakland University
FRIDAY EVENING AUGUST 7, 2015 6PM – 8PM OPEN FORUM AND PANEL:
• Start-Up Business Planning • Strategic Planning • Marketing/Relationship Marketing/ Networking/
Social Networking • Capital Resources and Lending Creative Social Funding Sources
Oakland University will: Offer a select group of participants an opportunity to participate in the Ideas to Business Program
where start-ups have access to a group of students to support your growth.

SATURDAY MORNING AUGUST 8, 2015 9AM – 12PM BREAK-OUT SESSIONS:
• 1-on-1 discussions with Experts • Opportunity to Qualify for OU’s i2B (ideas to Business) • Receive
specialized business support services, and a mentor • Learn about capital to sustain your business •
Boxed lunches and refreshments will be served • This is a great time to start a business in the city of
Pontiac. • There are tremendous opportunities in this community and many government sponsored
resources that can help grow your business.

You owe it to yourself and your future to come out and learn about some new initiatives
and tools tailored to the entrepreneur.

Greater Pontiac Community Coalition Calling All Small Business Owners
THIS IS FOR:

• Those of you looking to secure funding opportunities! • Those of you who want to get their business
out of their house! • Those of you who want to ramp up your existing small business! • Those of you
with a business idea, but no sure what to do next!

BUSINESS FORUM CONFERENCE SERIES 2015
Friday, August 7, 2015 at 6:00 PM till Saturday, August 8, 2015 at 9:00 AM (EDT)

Oakland University

School of Business Administration

242 Elliott Hall (Auditorium) Rochester, MI 48309

Subscribe or advertise in

The Pontiac News

Email: thepontiacnews@sbcglobal.net
Call: 248-758-1411

For more information contact: 248.335.8740
Registration starts at 5pm
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VOTE!

Tuesday, August 4
Pontiac School District
Sinking Fund Millage
Property owners will improve their neighborhood
schools for just 40 cents a day*.This is a win-win
for Pontiac property values and for Pontiac
Schools!
*

Based on a home worth $100,000 with an assessed value of $50,000.

If the new millage is approved, we will be able
to make critical building repairs that will provide
Pontiac children with a safe, secure and
healthy environment - without compromising
educational programs.
“Schools with sound roofs, updated heating
systems and upgraded security are not only less
expensive to maintain, but have been proven to
positively impact student learning.”
-Superintendent, Kelley Williams

View actual photos of real school building needs
(along with more voting information) on the
Pontiac School District website at

http://tinyurl.com/PSDAug4
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