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How M ichigan’s  
revenue sharing 
‘raid ’ cost  
communities  
bi l l ions for  lo c al 
ser vices
Po n t i a c,  w h i c h  h a s  h a d 
t h r e e  e m e r g e n c y  m a n a g e r s                                                             
ove r  t h e  p a s t  6  ye a r s,  m i s s e d 
o u t  o n  $ 4 0 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 !
By: Jonathan Oosting - Capitol reporter for 
MLive Media Group

Michigan is home to a number of  
struggling cities, making it easy to point 
the finger at local officials, declining 
property tax revenues or other eco-
nomic factors that have effected the 
nation as a whole.

But many local leaders will also point 
to Lansing.

Over the past decade, lawmakers and 
governors from both political parties 
have used some $6.2 billion in sales 
tax collections to fill state budget holes 
rather than fulfill a statutory revenue 
sharing promise to local communities, 
according to the Michigan Municipal 
League, which released a city-by-city 
analysis earlier this month.

The figures, which are based on data 
from the Michigan Department of  
Treasury and adjusted for inflation, 
are staggering. In many instances, the 
losses have resulted in steep cuts to 
government staffing and public 
services that residents rely on.
City: Pontiac • Revenue Sharing Lost: 
$40,500,000 •  Rank: 6
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Local elections like school board, county commissioner and  city 
council races really do have an impact on your daily life.

If you don’t vote, you’re not allowed to celebrate the Fourth of  
July. Honest. 

Young people have the most to gain and lose in any election because 
they have to live with the consequences longer than anyone else. 

If you vote and an adult you know doesn’t, you can tease them about 
it forever. 

With the Internet, it takes about a minute to get all the registration 
and voter information for your state and county. 

At the polling location, you might get to finally meet that cute guy 
or girl you always see in your neighborhood. Plus, they’ll be instantly 
impressed by your devotion to civic duty. 
Every political issue and policy affects you whether you know  
it or not. 

The feeling of power you get after voting is a great rush. 

Election Day is the one day each year when everyone in the U.S. is 
EQUAL. Your vote counts just as much as anyone else’s.

If you don’t vote, you’re putting control of your world into the hands 
of someone else…and you have no idea where those hands  
have been. 

By: Gary Gately
Eleven major foundations have pledged 
to spend a total of  nearly $200 million for 
efforts to help boys and young men of  color 
succeed, in concert with President Barack 
Obama’s “My Brother’s Keeper” initiative.

The foundations said in a 12-page executive 
summary to a still-unreleased report that the 
funds are to spent over the next three years – 
what they hope will be the “first steps in what 
will be longstanding commitments from these 
and other funders.”

Not all 11 foundations are helping fund all the 
efforts.

The biggest chunk of  the funds, more than 
$81 million, is to go toward “comprehensive 
reforms needed to dramatically reduce racial 
and ethnic disparities in, and the overall use 
of, confinement for boys and young men,” the 
executive summary said.

“Reliance on the juvenile and criminal justice 
systems locks too many young men and boys 
of  color out of  opportunity before they 
fully have a chance to start on the path to 

adulthood.”

The executive summary provided little detail 
on specifically how the money is to be spent 
for that or other efforts.

The full report, “A Time for Action: Mobi-
lizing Philanthropic Support for Boys and 

Young Men of  Color,” is expected to be 
released this fall.

In February, Obama announced the “My 
Brother’s Keeper” initiative to help boys and 
young men of  color 
…Continued  on page 6
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EDITORIAL by R.  Frank Russell, Publisher

The quote below illus-
trates my feelings about 
voting...please read and 
enjoy!

 “Jarvis Cotton cannot 
vote.  Like his father, 

grandfather, great-grandfather, and 
great-great-grandfather, he has been 
denied the right to participate in our 
electoral democracy.  Cotton’s family tree 

tells the story of  several generations of  
black men who were born in the United 
States but were denied the most basic 
freedom that democracy promises--the 
freedom to vote for those who will make 
the rules and laws that govern one’s life.  
Cotton’s great-great- grandfather could 
not vote as a slave.  His great-grandfather 
was beaton to death by the Ku Klux Klan 
for attempting to vote.  His grandfather 
was prevented from voting by the Klans 

Top 10 Reasons to Register and Vote 

Top 10 Lame  
Excuses Not To 
Vote  

It’s your money. The county commissioners, governor, state officials, legislators, 
president and members of  Congress you vote for will decide how much of  our 
wealth to invest in public services and how to fairly share the tax burden.

It’s your children’s education. You elect local and state school board members 
who set public education policy and budgets that will affect how well pre-
pared your children and grandchildren will be for the future. Decisions by our 
legislators, governor, members of  Congress and president also affect the public 
schools-- and the quality and cost of  higher education as well. 

It’s your job. Congress, the president, the governor and your legislators influ-
ence what job training is available, minimum wage, pay equity, fairness in hiring, 
health insurance through your employer, job and pension security, and work-
place safety. 

It’s your health care. Actions by the governor, legislature and Congress as well as 
their decisions on Medicaid, Medicare and private insurance laws determine your 
access to health care. 

They’re your highways. Michigan’s population and traffic are starting growing 
again. Your county commissioners, legislators, governor and members of  Con-
gress decide what highways are needed, what alternatives to highways such as 
public transit to support, and how to pay the bill. 

It’s your Social Security. The president and your members of  Congress decide 
how much payroll tax you pay, cost of  living increases and benefit schedules for 
your Social Security pension, and what Medicare services you receive and share 
payment for. 

You live in Michigan. Your county, state and national elected officials set stan-
dards, enforcement strategies and budgets. They plan and zone where roads and 
industries will be built and how public lands will be used --decisions that can 
determine how and where you live and work. 

It’s your neighborhood. The elected officials and judges you vote to retain make 
daily decisions about crime prevention, laws and law enforcement, safe and 
affordable homes, traffic patterns, where to put schools, parks and recreation. 

They’re our children. We do our best to keep them healthy, fed, safe, educated 
and cared for. The officials you elect set policies that affect all Nevada families 
in pursuing their goals and dreams. 

It’s your Constitutional Republic. Make it work. Register and Vote. 

10. My dog ate my registration card.

9. Reruns of  the Simpsons are on TV.

8. Martin Sheen of  “West Wing” is not 
running. (Well, maybe that should be a 
good reason...)

7. I forgot to register to vote.

6. You went the last time and there was 
no free food.

5. I don’t know who is running.

4. I don’t have a ride.

3. I am too busy.

2. You feel guilty when the person you 
voted against loses.

1. My vote won’t make a difference. 

10

09

08

07

06

05

04

03

02

01

VOTE ON TUESDAY AUGUST 5TH FOR THE CANDIDATES OF YOUR CHOICE

PUBLISHER & CONTENT EDITOR 
R. Frank Russell
CONTENTS & NEWS EDITOR: 
Elaine Smith-Wright
AFRICAN CORRESPONDENT: 
Kofi Annorh
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS: 
Elaine Smith-Wright • Rev. James Keys • Randolph 
Carter • Adam Polk • Brenda Canty-Carter
PHOTOGRAPHER & ADVERTISING MANAGER 
TBD
CIRCULATION MANAGER: Rahim Russell
OFFICE MANAGER: Mary C. Russell
DESIGNED BY: FOURCOLORS, INC. 
                              (248) 877-3044
PRINTED BY:   Michigan Web Press
TELEPHONE: 248-758-1411  FAX: 248-758-1412

PO Box 431412, Suite #1  
Pontiac, MI 48343

www.thepontiacnews.com  
ThePontiacNews@SBCGlobal.net

intimidation. His father was barred from 
voting by poll taxes and literacy tests.  
Today, Jarvis Cotton cannot vote because 
he, like many black men in the United 
States, has been labeled a felon and is 
currently on parole.”  By Michelle  
Alexander - Author of  The New Jim 
Crow

 MOST OF YOU THAT ARE  
READING THIS INFORMATION, 
HAVE THE ABILITY TO VOTE....
NOTHING IS KEEPING YOU FROM 
THE EXERCISE OF THIS RIGHT...
SO PLEASE SHOW SOME RESPECT 
TO THE COTTON AND OTHER 
FAMILIES WHO HAD SIMILIAR 
EXPERIENCE!

 VOTE ON TUESDAY AUGUST 5 
FOR THE CANDIDATES OF YOUR 
CHOICE!  DO IT FOR THE COT-
TON FAMILY...AND YOURSELF!

 VOTE TUESDAY AUGUST 5!
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D I S T R I C T S  LO C AT I O N S  P R E C I N C T S
1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tr i n i t y  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  -  1 2 3  We s s e n  . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,  2 ,  3

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B o w e n s  C e n t e r  -  5 2  B a g l e y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 ,  5 ,  &  6

3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B a l d w i n  C e n t e r  -  2 1 2  B a l d w i n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7  &  8

3  &  4  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A l c o t t  E l e m e n t a r y  -  4 6 0  W.  K e n n e t t  . . . . . . . . . . 9  &  1 0

4  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . K e n n e d y  J r.  H i g h  -  1 7 0 0  B a l d w i n  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1  &  1 2

5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Po n t i a c  H i g h  -  1 0 5 1  A r l e n e   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 3  &  1 4

5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H e r r i n g t o n  E l e m e n t a r y  -  5 4 1  B a y  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 5

6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R u t h  Pe t e r s o n  -  9 9 0  J o s l y n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 6 ,  1 7  &  1 8

7  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S a l v a t i o n  A r m y  -  4 9 6  M L K  B l v d .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 9 ,  2 0  &  2 1

N E W  C I T Y  O F  P O N T I A C  P O L L I N G  LO C AT I O N S
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How Michigan’s revenue sharing ‘raid’ cost communities billions for  
local services
Detroit, which filed for bankruptcy 
protection last year, missed out on $732 
million between 2003 and 2013, per the 
report. Flint, under control of  an emer-
gency manager, could have had an extra 
$54.9 million to work with. Cities like 
Pontiac and Lansing have lost more than 
$40 million each.

The Municipal League says the annual 
budget “raid” has diverted money that 
should have been used to maintain city 
services. It argues that the Legislature has 
helped caused some of  the very financial 
emergencies that have prompted state 
takeovers or other forms of  intervention.

“It’s like somebody stealing your wallet 
and then coming back hours later and 
saying, ‘What, you have no money?’” said 
Utica Mayor Jacqueline Noonan, whose 
small city of  4,700 residents missed out 
on $1.4 million in the last decade. “It’s 
ridiculous. It’s insane.”

The Michigan Constitution requires the 
state to distribute a portion of  sales tax 
collections to cities, villages and town-
ships. Lawmakers cannot revise that 
formula without voter approval.

However, the state never fully imple-
mented a secondary distribution formula 
established in 1999 that would have 
required an even larger chunk of  sales tax 
revenue go to communities. It’s that stat-
utory revenue sharing that local leaders 
are upset about.

The non-partisan Citizens Research 
Council, in a 2013 report, noted that 
more than $5 billion was diverted from 
the statutory revenue sharing program 
between fiscal years 2001 and 2012. State 
budgets grew slightly faster than the 
rate of  inflation during that time, while 
municipalities cut roughly 27 percent of  
their workforce.

Michigan communities rely on state 
resources to finance public services more 
than local governments in most other 
states, according to the CRC. But because 
of  various tax-restraint mechanisms in 
state law, many local units can do little 
but cut and complain when statutory 
revenue sharing is reduced.

The Mackinac Center for Public Policy, 
a conservative think tank that advocates 
for smaller government and has long sug-
gested ending statutory revenue sharing 
altogether, does not necessarily dispute 
the Municipal League numbers. But fiscal 
policy director Michael LaFaive challeng-
es the underlying argument. 

“They’re not owed anything,” LaFaive 
said. “This was a series of  statutory 
appropriations that were used for other 
things, which is perfectly legal and up 
to the Legislature. We’re constitution-
ally committed to committing a certain 
amount of  money, and that has been 

met every year. I think they’re upset over 
losing anticipated revenue, but those 
revenues don’t belong to them.”

Michigan law allows cities -- not villages, 
townships or school districts -- to impose 
a local income tax, and 22 have done 
so. With revenue sharing on the decline, 
many have turned to local residents to 
pick up some of  the 
tab for local services.

Grand Rapids, which 
appears to be on rel-
atively solid financial 
footing, lost out on 
nearly $73 million 
in revenue sharing 
between 2003 and 
2013, per the Munic-
ipal League. 

The city has used 
local income tax 
and millage options 
to help fund public 
safety and parks, 
according to Com-
missioner Rosalynn 
Bliss, and is now 
asking voters to au-
thorize a city income 
tax for streets.

“The hole that has 
been created by the 
state continuing to 
cut revenue shar-
ing has really been 
pushed onto the 
backs of  local units,” 
Bliss said. “We’ve 
come to the table over and over, going to 
voters and asking them to pass local tax 
increases to help fund that hole.”

A CALL FOR MORE MONEY,  
FEWER HOOPS

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder successfully 
pushed to replace statutory revenue shar-
ing with the “Economic Vitality Incentive 
Program” early in his tenure, shrinking 
the size of  the pie but handing out bigger 
slices to communities that moved to 
increase transparency, consolidate ser-
vices and develop a long-term employee 
compensation plan.

EVIP initially reduced local payments in 
order to address a state budget deficit, 
following a trend that began in 2001 
under Gov. John Engler and continued 
under Gov. Jennifer Granholm. 

Approximately $210 million was available 
to local communities through EVIP in 
fiscal year 2012, down roughly one-third 
from statutory revenue sharing totals in 
2011. For Detroit, that meant a reduction 
of  about $70 million, according to House 
Fiscal Agency numbers. Flint, Pontiac, 
Saginaw, Lansing and Grand Rapids each 
lost more than $2 million that first year.

EVIP saw small funding bumps in subse-
quent years, and Snyder’s fiscal year 2015 
budget proposal calls for a 15 percent 
increase, the largest of  its kind in some 
time. Local leaders are welcoming the 
prospect of  additional money, but they’re 
still furious about a decade of  losses. 

The Municipal League is calling on the 

state to scrap EVIP altogether and return 
to the fully-funded statutory revenue 
sharing model envisioned more than a 
decade ago.

“Instead of  promoting best practices, 
EVIP has become nothing more than 
a time-consuming paper chase for our 
communities,” said East Lansing Mayor 
Nathan Triplett, arguing the program 
is a bureaucratic nightmare requiring 
municipal officials to spend more time 
doing paperwork than actually focusing 
on improved service delivery or financial 
management.

EVIP is authorized through an appro-
priation rather than statute, meaning the 
Legislature makes an annual decision 
whether to continue it. Three years in, 
lawmakers seem interested in revising the 
program rather than abandoning it all 
together.

In terms of  transparency and account-
ability, EVIP has been a success, accord-
ing to Sen. John Pappageorge (R-Troy), 
who chairs the general government 
budget appropriations subcommittee. But 
he thinks the consolidation carrot may 

have already been swallowed by anyone 
with an appetite and has outlived its 
usefulness.

“We’re going to go back to what it really 
is, and that’s revenue sharing, and that’s 
what it will be called in the Senate bud-
get,” said Pappageorge. “I’m not knock-
ing EVIP. It did it’s job. We’re going to 

keep the best parts and 
move on.”

Over in the House, 
Financial Liability Reform 
Chairman Earl Poleski of  
Jackson is working on his 
own proposal to revise 
EVIP. He wants to change 
the criteria for qualifica-
tion, but also spread out 
larger payments to more 
municipalities that do not 
currently qualify for any 
EVIP money at all.

Under Poleski’s initial 
plan, local units would 
have to continue meeting 
transparency standards, 
but they’d also have to de-
vote at least 5 percent of  
EVIP payments to road 
maintenance and another 
5 percent to unfunded 
accrued liabilities, such as 
pensions.

“Sometimes you float 
ideas out there and wait 
for folks to take shots at 
them,” Poleski said earlier 
this month, “and frankly, 

to suggest something that is superior to 
what’s been proposed.”

The Municipal League, in presenting its 
revenue sharing data only an hour after 
Poleski outlined his plan, fired several 
shots, suggesting that the plan would re-
duce local control and compromise local 
decisions by attaching state-mandated 
strings to the money. 

“It’s outrageous for the Legislature, 
which has failed to provide us for essen-
tial services for our residents, to tell us 
how to spend that money when they can’t 
deliver on their end of  the bargain,” said 
Triplett.

Jonathan Oosting is a Capitol reporter 
for MLive Media Group. Email him, 
find him on Google+ or follow him on 
Twitter.

By: Jonathan Oosting - Capitol reporter for MLive Media Group

VOTE ON TUESDAY AUGUST 5TH FOR THE CANDIDATES OF YOUR CHOICE
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Oakland County businesses can become part of  a free 
Online registry to build their business locally while securing 
opportunities with some of  Michigan’s largest companies.

Oakland Business Connect is available to any of  the county’s 
42,000 businesses, said Oakland County Executive L. Brooks 
Patterson.

“We want Oakland County companies to be the first choice 
for other Oakland County companies looking for goods or 
services,” Patterson said. “Growing businesses here means a 

stronger economy and more jobs.”

By signing up locally, businesses can have access to the full 
range of  services offered through the Oakland County One Stop Shop Business 
Center, including one-on-one confidential business counseling, access to workshops 
and seminars, custom mapping and access to financial counseling and capital. Retail, 
commercial and service industries would all benefit from registering.

L. Brooks Patterson

WHATS HAPPENING IN OAKLAND COUNT Y
County Executive Launches Buy Oakland Campaign with ‘Oakland Business 
Connect’ Online Business Directory 

August Business Workshops Offered 
by Oakland County

“The whole point is for Oakland County businesses to get access to other Oakland 
County businesses,” said Irene Spanos, the county’s director of  economic develop-
ment and community affairs. “With over 42,000 businesses in the county, that’s a lot 
of  opportunity.”

Oakland County has partnered with the Michigan Economic Development Corp. and 
it’s Pure Michigan Business Connect directory. This connection can offer local busi-
nesses access to the state’s buying summits where global companies have agreed to use 
the data base to find new suppliers. BorgWarner, Chrysler, Consumers Energy, DTE, 
Ford Motor Co. and Michigan State University are among those who have pledged to 
use the database to find new suppliers.

“Research shows that every dollar we keep in our community creates $1.50 of  eco-
nomic impact – jobs and investment,” Patterson said. “It’s good for our businesses. It’s 
good for our residents and it’s good for our communities.”

Businesses can register at OaklandBusinessConnect.com.

By L. Brooks Patterson

Business owners and entrepreneurs who need 
assistance are encouraged to attend seminars 
offered by the Oakland County One Stop Shop 
Business Center. Unless otherwise noted, all 
programs are held at the Oakland County 
Executive Office Building Conference Center, 
2100 Pontiac Lake Road, west of Telegraph, in 
Waterford. For pre-registration and a location 
map, visit www.AdvantageOakland.com/busi-
nessworkshops or call (248) 858-0783. 

Team SBA Financing Roundtable  
Aug. 7, 9 a.m. to noon
Before applying for a business loan, you should 
attend the SBA Forum on Small Business Lend-
ing. This free loan orientation is conducted by 
a business banker, a business consultant from 
the SBA’s network of Small Business Devel-
opment Centers and an SBA representative. 
During the roundtable, we’ll debunk the myths 
and demystify the process of small business 
financing. You’ll learn how the lending process 
works, what is expected of you and hear how 
the SBA can assist with its SBA Guaranteed Loan 
Program. This session is best suited to those 
with good credit, a solid business idea and 
money to invest in their business. Because the 
SBA does not provide loan guarantees to real es-
tate investment firms, including purchasing and 
rehabbing houses for sale, this type of financing 

is not discussed at the roundtables.  
Fee: This workshop is free but pre-registration is 
required. 

CEED® Small Business Loan Orientation  
Aug.13, 9-11 a.m. 
Many small business owners face obstacles 
when trying to obtain a business loan. If your 
business is in Oakland County and you need 
alternative financing, consider the Center for 
Empowerment and Economic Development 
(CEED) Small Business Loan Program (formerly 
CEED MicroLoan program). Discover the re-
quirements and process necessary to apply and 
obtain a CEED small business loan. 
Fee: This workshop is free but pre-registration 
is required. 

Business Research: Feasibility to Expan-
sion  
Aug. 13, 6-9 p.m. 
Thinking of starting a business and want to 
research your business idea? Do you want 
to identify market trends and opportunities 
to grow your sales? Are you looking for new 
customers or to diversify your market base? 
Business Research shows you ways to find your 
ideal customers, your competitors, perform 
competitive analysis and more. It is presented 
by The One Stop Shop Business Center and 

On Minimum Wage  
Anniversary, Peters Pushes 
for $10.10 Minimum Wage

Peters: “Minimum Wage Must Support 
Our Middle Class”

 On July 24, 2014, U.S. Senate Candidate 
Gary Peters  recognized the fifth anni-
versary from the last time the minimum 
wage was raised – from $6.55 to $7.25. 
Peters for Michigan released a video 
featuring Michiganders sharing why it is 
so important to Michigan’s middle class 
to raise the minimum wage. Peters is a 
strong supporter for raising the minimum 
wage because he believes that people who 
work hard and play by the rules should 
have a fair shot to support their families 
and retire with dignity. Right now, too 
many families are falling behind because 
the minimum wage has not kept pace 
with cost of  living or inflation. Peters 
helped introduce legislation in Washing-
ton, “The Fair Minimum Wage Act”, that 
would incrementally raise the minimum 
wage to $8.20, $9.15 after a year, and 
$10.10 after two years.

D E N T A L  A R T S  C O M P A N Y
Dentistry by

A beautiful smile takes more than just brushing!

Jeff Martin,  D.D.S.A.
91 N.  Saginaw

Pontiac,  Michigan 48342

Affordable Family Dental Care

(248) 332-4240

its market researcher and an Oakland County 
Public Library business reference librarian. 
Fee: This workshop is free but pre-registration is 
required. 

Create Your Marketing Plan  
Aug. 19, 9 a.m. – noon 
When marketing a small business, your budget 
and human resources may be limited but your 
ideas and goals are still as big as they come. 
That’s why the Oakland County One Stop Shop 
Business Center is offering Create Your Market-
ing Plan (Finally, a Marketing Plan You Can Use), 
a three-hour class tailor-made for the unique 
needs of a small business. 
Fee: $40 per person. Pre-registration is required. 

Government Contracting101  
Aug. 28, 9 a.m. – noon 
Find out what it takes to sell your goods and 
services to the federal government and the 
state of Michigan. What makes a successful 
government contractor? What services and 
resources are available to a small business pur-
suing the government market? If your company 
is considering government contracting, this 
seminar will give you the insight you need. 
Management and key players who will support 
and facilitate government contracting within 
your company should attend. Presented by 
Alexander Masters, PTAC of Schoolcraft College. 
Fee: $45 per person payable at the door.
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Foundations Pledge Nearly $200M to help Boys, Young Men of Color
By: Gary Gately 

“The My Brother’s Keeper piece served 
as a catalyst for [the foundations’ funding 
commitment] … and sparked a new sense 
of  urgency and focus for these founda-
tions in ways that you probably wouldn’t 
have seen happen so quickly otherwise,” 
said Damon Hewitt, a senior adviser at 
the Open Society Foundations, one of  
the 11 philanthropic foundations.

“We’re all in conversation with each 
other, which is the really important piece 
… because I think this is so powerful,” 
Hewitt told Youth Today.

He said the foundations had been 
working on some of  the initiatives to 
help boys and young men of  color for 
more than a year before the White House 
announced My Brother’s Keeper.

“The beauty of  what the White House 
has done [through My Brother’s Keeper] 
is it helped the stars align and make some 
big things possible by focusing energies 
and commitments,” Hewitt said.

A White House task force on My Broth-
er’s Keeper released a report on the initia-
tive to Obama on May 30.

At the time, the 11 philanthropies 
released a joint statement saying, in 
part, “The report’s emphasis on early 
childhood support, improving literacy, 
creating greater pathways to college and 
career success, and reducing unnecessary 
involvement with the justice system are 
all key factors toward improving the lives 
of  boys and young men of  color.”

The statement noted the 11 foundations 
joined forces in February to provide a 
private-sector counterpart to the My 
Brother’s Keeper initiative.

 “Our commitment to fundamentally im-
proving the life trajectory of  young men 
of  color is unwavering, and it is essential 
to build on this momentum to improve 
the policies and structures that currently 
impede the ability of  many young men to 
participate fully in American society,” the 
statement said.

The foundations’ executive summary also 
outlined other funding:

• More than $55 million will to go 
toward “an unprecedented partnership to 
accelerate efforts to reduce suspensions, 
expulsions, school-based arrests and 
juvenile court referrals in our nation’s 
elementary and secondary public schools 
and pre-school settings.” Among other 
things, this funding is designed to spur 
further efforts by the public and private 
sectors to reduce racial disparities in 
school discipline. 

• More than $26 million is to be 
spent on efforts to help supplant negative 
portrayals of  boys and young men of  col-
or with positive ones in print, broadcast 
and social media. These funds are meant 
to “lift up positive narratives that affirm 
the value of  all human beings, including 
boys and men of  color, and to minimize 
the effect of  implicit bias.” 

• More than $21 million is intend-
ed to “catalyze matching funds from oth-
er national and community foundations, 

corporations, and public/private part-
nerships to build on existing local efforts 
and infrastructure that offer promise of  
success … to help communities develop 
and/or expand strategies explicitly aimed 
at reducing disparities and improving life 
outcomes for boys and young men of  
color.” 

• A seed investment of  more than 
$11 million is to spin off  the Campaign 
for Black Male Achievement, now part 
of  the Open Society Foundations, as an 
independent entity. 

Along with the Open Society Foun-
dations, the other philanthropies that 
have contributed to the funding are the 
Annie E. Casey Foundation, The Atlantic 
Philanthropies, Bloomberg Philanthro-
pies, The California Endowment, the 
Ford Foundation, the John S. & James L. 
Knight Foundation, the Kapor Center for 
Social Impact, The Nathan Cummings 
Foundation, the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation and the W.K. Kellogg Foun-
dation
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ELECT
Brenda 

CARTER
Oakland County Commissioner 
10th District
Educated! | Experienced! | Passionate!
 Master of Public Administration
 Michigan Political Leadership Fellow

 Elected to Pontiac School District Board of Education
 Elected to Michigan Association of School Boards
 Appointed TIFA & BRA Board

 31 Years of being a Proud UAW Worker
 District 4 CDC President
 Holiday Extravaganza Parade Participant
 Member Bowen Center Golden Opportunity Club
 Member La Amistad

I have a long history of serving the residents in Pontiac, 
starting with the 2003 National Champion Huskie Brigade, 
and ending with fighting in Lansing and Washington for our 
children.  A vote for me is a vote for Pontiac!  I have the 
education, the experience and the passion to take Pontiac’s 
fight to the next level.  

PONTIAC IS READY FOR THE NEXT STEP
I AM READY TO FIGHT FOR PONTIAC!!!

Paid for by the Friends to Elect Brenda Carter County Commissioner
7
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Beaudette Park
Orchard Lake Rd. & Sylvan Ct.

Join us at
Friends of Pontiac Parks’ 
Hustle in the Park

Get Up and Move Together!

healthypontiac.mi healthypontiac  healthypontiac.org 248-858-8810 healthypontiac@gmail.com

Saturday, August 23rd, 12:00- 4:00 pm

8
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All Saints Episcopal Church
Saturday, 10 am- 2 pm

171 West Pike St., Pontiac, 48341

OLHSA
Tuesday, 11 am- 1 pm

196 Cesar E. Chavez Ave, Pontiac, 48342

Taste and Tip days  

healthypontiac.mi healthypontiac

Taste and Tip days 
August 2nd 
August 16th

September 6th

 healthypontiac.org

Funded in part by USDA Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program through the State of Michigan. These institutions are equal opportunity providers and employers. For food help contact the toll free Michigan Food Assistance Program Hotline: (855) ASK-MICH.

BRIDGE CARDS 

WELCOME 

HERE

For a full list of farmers markets accepting Bridge Cards visit 

www.mifma.org

 248-858-8810 healthypontiac@gmail.com

Learn to Eat Smart to
Play Hard at a low cost 

produce market

August 5th
August 12th

August 19th
August 26th

Cattails52x19.indd   1 2/11/2013   9:16:51 AM

Clinton River Trail

Get Up and Move Together!

healthypontiac.mi healthypontiac  healthypontiac.org 248-858-8810 healthypontiac@gmail.com

Find the NEW Cattails for a trail head near you.

Oakland Park
500 Montcalm, West of Joslyn Rd.

Have you used the fi tness stations? 
NEW Walking Path September 2014!

Try something new on your next family adventure: 

healthypontiac.mi healthypontiac  healthypontiac.org 248-858-8810 healthypontiac@gmail.com

Healthy Bites: Your Guide to 
Healthy Eating

154 N. Saginaw St.
Pontiac, MI 48342

Healthy 
Bites

Friday 8/15, 
5:00- 8:00pm

Launch Party
Visit Lafayette Market today and look for the 
symbols below to see how easy it can be to 
fi nd healthy options when shopping for food 

or ordering from the café.

GO

Healthiest foods:
Enjoy any time

SLOW

Somewhat healthy 
foods: Enjoy only 

a few times a 
week

WHOA

Least healthy 
foods: Enjoy only 
once in a while

9
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Financial Matters

Since job security is almost as hard to find as 
well-rested new parents, we have to create our own 
financial stability by building multiple sources of 
incomes. That can mean taking on freelance work, 
starting up our own businesses, or pursuing a 
potentially lucrative hobby. With the average worker 
now holding 10 different jobs before age 36, the only 
way to guarantee a little bit of continuity is to take 
matters into our own hands. Here are some ways to 
get started:

Brainstorm.  Ask a friend or family member to 
engage in some quick back-and-forth to gin up 
some ideas. What are your talents? Do you daydream 
about any potential money-making schemes? Have 
you stopped pursuing a hobby that you used to love? 
What did you enjoy making or doing as a kid? Write 
down all the ideas, even the crazy ones, and review 
the list for any potential pursuits.

Take small steps.  Maybe you first need to pur-

chase a domain name before launching your small 
business. Or perhaps you need to have coffee with 
an editor before pitching a few magazine ideas his 
way. The first step might also be as small as buying 
a how-to book on your chosen field. Whatever it is, 
take it – it will be easier to take the next ones. 

Check out Craigslist.org. Craigslist isn’t just a 
great way to find secondhand furniture; the postings 
can also be a source of entrepreneurial inspiration. 
People offer all kinds of services, from woodworking 
lessons to French tutorials. The postings might give 
you some ideas for what kind of services you could 
offer yourself. You can always test the market by 
posting an ad and seeing who responds. 

Start a small business. If you’re serious about 
launching a gardening service, or a dog-walking 
business, get the word out with a website and begin 
offering key clients free coupons for the work. Then, 
post their endorsements on your site. Consider 

9 Ways to Start Earning Extra Money on the Side
Kimberly Palmer is the author of Generation Earn: The Young Professional’s Guide to Spending, Investing, and Giving Back, which was published by Ten Speed 
Press this week. The following post has been adapted from the book.

advertising in web forums, including Craigslist.org. 
In Generation Earn, I profile Anne and Tim Bradley, 
a married couple in their twenties who launched an 
Online pet store after noticing an unfilled niche in 
the market. During the first month of operation, they 
made $1,000.

Market your mind.  If you prefer to work from 
the comfort of your home, then consider opening up 
an account at Cafepress.com, where you can create 
T-shirts with art or witty expressions and then sell 
them through the site. You keep 10 percent of all 
sales. Follow pop culture and politics closely, and 
you could have a winner: After health care reform 
passed, Vice President Biden’s quote about the 
reform being “a big #@%*! deal” took off. 

Get paid to talk.  If you have expertise in some-
thing – anything – then organizations are probably 
willing to pay you to talk to them. You might have to 
offer a few freebies at first, but soon, you can start 

lining up the paying gigs. A local or national speak-
ers association (check out the National Speakers 
Association at nsaspeaker.org) can help. 

Teach your passion. Maybe it’s yoga, or perhaps 
art: Whatever it is, find out where you can teach it. 
Local community centers, gyms, and colleges are 
often looking for new teachers. 

Get crafty. Websites such as etsy.com make it 
easy to sell your handmade jewelry, soap, or other 
items directly to new customers. 

Blog.  Bloggers don’t usually get rich through their 
writing, but they can often promote their other 
businesses or services effectively through their blogs. 
So once you set up shop, don’t forget to 
write about it.

10 consumer fees you should stop  
paying now
Q: What’s your favorite fee to pay? A: Are you crazy? Here’s how to dodge some 
of the worst fees. 

By Beth Braverman, The Fiscal Times
Nickel-and-dimed to death

It’s a scenario familiar to us all: A bill for some already costly item or service arrives, and it’s jacked up 
even higher thanks to an unexpected fee tacked on by the merchant or provider.

In some cases (particularly with many of the charges associated with cell or cable service providers), the 
fees are unavoidable. But there are many instances in which you can and should avoid forking over the 
added fees.

Here’s a guide to circumventing 10 of the most common – and most hated – fees.

ATM fees

Last year, banks charged non-customers an average of $2.60 to use their ATMS, on top of the $1.53 
charge already levied by the consumers’ own bank, according to Bankrate. That brings the cost of tapping 
a non-network ATM to more than $4, a total that has increased by more than a third since 2008.

These fees are totally avoidable with some advance planning to use only in-network machines. Use your 
bank’s app to locate nearby ATMS wherever you are. If you’re still having trouble, switch to an Online 
bank – many of them will reimburse ATM fees. Or, use your debit card to get cash back with a purchase.

Airline booking fees

A quarter of U.S. leisure travelers still pick up the phone to call their airline to make flight reservations. 
That could be a costly habit: “Just about every airline will charge a substantial fee for booking flights over 
the phone with an agent,” says Jeff Klee, CEO of CheapAir.com. “Those can be substantial fees, of around 
$25 per ticket.”

It’s much better to book Online to avoid incurring such charges.

Gift card fees

Although consumers prefer to receive general-purpose gift cards that are usable anywhere, such as those 
distributed by banks and credit card companies, the cards tend to be more expensive for the gift-giver. 
Upfront purchase fees for such cards averaged $3.95 in December 2013, according to CreditCards.com, 
and the card companies were also more likely to charge dormancy fees if the cards aren’t used within a 
certain time period. You’ll dodge these fees by purchasing a retailer-specific gift card.

Text messaging fees

Many mobile plans include unlimited text messaging, but if yours doesn’t, you could find yourself paying 
anywhere from 15 to 25 cents per text message, which can definitely add up quickly. Even if you have 
unlimited text messaging, rates can skyrocket when you’re traveling and your phone is roaming.

Keep such charges off your cell phone bill by downloading text messaging apps like WhatsApp or Viber, 

which can run over Wi-Fi to avoid data charges as well.

Event ticket fees

“Service fees” from online ticket brokers like TicketMaster are unavoidable for big-name acts or in-de-
mand sporting events that sell out quickly. For smaller shows, skip the fees (and show some love to your 
local venue) by visiting the box office to make a purchase directly.

Late fees

Missing a bill payment can cost you not only a late fee that can run $20-30, but if you’re more than 30 
days late, it can also result in a potentially costly ding to your credit score. Avoid such late payments by 
setting up auto-pay on any recurring monthly charges that don’t require manual review, such as your 
mortgage, student loan, or car payments. Bonus: Many banks will drop your interest rate by as much as 
half a percent when you enroll in auto-pay programs.

If you miss a payment on other bills, such as credit cards or utilities, pick up the phone and call the 
providers’ customer service line. If it’s your first time missing a payment, they’ll likely drop the late fee – 
if you ask nicely.

Overdraft fees

After a public outcry in 2009, the Federal Reserve passed a rule requiring consumers to opt in to overdraft 
protection fees, which will cover a payment for which you don’t immediately have funds; you’re charged 
$35 for the privilege. The easy way to avoid these fees, of course, is to simply decline to opt in to them. 
However, some consumer advocates claim that banks are using misleading practices to get consumers 
to sign up for the potentially costly service. Don’t fall for it: Say no, and check the terms of any existing 
accounts to be sure you’re not unwittingly enrolled.

Baggage fees

Checked bag fees, starting at around $25 for the first bag, have become de rigueur for most airline 
passengers, but there are ways savvy travelers can get out of paying them. Airlines will waive the fees for 
their elite travelers (and their traveling companions) as well as for those using an airline branded credit 
card. If you can, book your ticket with JetBlue, which offers travelers one free checked bag, or Southwest, 
which extends the offer to two bags.

Checking account fees

It’s getting harder to find banks that offer free checking accounts. Since 2009, the number of banks pro-
viding free checking declined from 74 percent to just 38 percent, Bankrate reports, and often you’ll have 
to meet minimum requirements, like having direct deposit or having a minimum balance.

“If your bank is charging you a checking account fee, ask them if you qualify for a free account,” says 
Jennifer Calonia, a senior editor with GoBankingsRates.com. “If not, take the opportunity to explore other 
options, including credit unions or local banks.”

Mutual fund fees

Load fees are essentially an upfront sales commission paid to a broker upon the purchase of a mutu-
al fund. The average load fee paid in 2012 was 5.13 percent, according to the Investment Company 
Institute. That puts a hefty hurdle on the required returns needed to make money on the investment. 
Individual investors might be better off looking for no-load index funds or ETFs, which carry fees of less 
than 1 percent.

Subscribe or advertise in  
The Pontiac News email 

 thepontiacnews@sbcglobal.net  
or call 248-758-1411
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Health Matters
Understand Your Health Insurance 
-7 Key Concepts By Elizabeth Davis

Understanding the key concepts of  
health insurance will help you choose and 
use your health plan wisely.

If  you’re new to health insurance there 
are seven basic concepts you must under-
stand to avoid nasty financial surprises. If  
you don’t understand these key concepts, 
you won’t be able to choose a health 
plan wisely or use your health insurance 
effectively.

Cost Sharing

Your health insurance company won’t 
pay all of  your covered health care 
expenses. You’re responsible for paying 
part of  your health care bills even when 
you have health insurance. This is known 
as cost sharing because you share the 
cost of  your health care with your health 
insurance company.

The three most common cost-sharing 
mechanisms are deductibles, co-pay-
ments, and coinsurance. Some health 
plans use all three techniques, while oth-
ers may only use one or two. If  you don’t 
understand your health plan’s cost-shar-
ing requirements, you can’t possibly know 
how much you’ll have to pay for any 
given health care service.

The deductible is what you have to pay 
each year before your health insurance 
coverage kicks in fully and begins to 
pay its share. For example, if  you have 
a $1,000 deductible, you have to pay 
the first $1,000 of  your health care bills 
before your health insurance company 
starts paying. Once you’ve paid $1,000 
toward your health care expenses, you’ve 
“met the deductible” that year and you 
won’t have to pay any more deductible 
until next year.

Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, your 
health insurance company now has to 
pay for your preventive health care with-
out requiring you to pay the deductible 
first. This means it will pay for things like 
your yearly physical exam and screening 
mammogram even if  you haven’t met 
your deductible yet. However, sprain your 
ankle or get the flu and you’ll have to 
meet your deductible before your insurer 
will pay.

Learn more about deductibles in “De-
ductible—What It Is & How It Works.”

Co-payments are a small, fixed amount 
you pay each time you get a particular 
type of  health care service. For example, 
you might have a $40 co-payment to see 
a doctor. This means each time you see 
the doctor, you pay $40 whether the doc-
tor’s bill is $60 or $600. Your insurance 
company pays the rest.

Coinsurance is a percentage of  the bill 
you pay each time you get a particular 
type of  health care service. For example, 

if  you have 30% coinsurance for inpa-
tient hospitalization and your hospital 
bill is $10,000, you’ll pay $3,000; your 
insurance company will pay $7,000.

Learn more about copayments and 
coinsurance, the pros and cons of  each, 
and nasty surprises to watch out for in 
“What’s the Difference Between Copay 
and Coinsurance?”

Out-Of-Pocket Maximum

The out-of-pocket maximum is the point 
at which you can stop taking money 
out of  your own pocket to pay for 
deductibles, copayments, and coinsur-
ance. Once you’ve paid enough toward 
deductibles, copays and coinsurance to 
equal your health plan’s out-of-pocket 
maximum, your health insurer will begin 
to pay 100% of  your covered health care 
expenses for the rest of  the year. Like the 
deductible, the money you’ve paid toward 
the out-of-pocket maximum resets at the 
beginning of  each year.

Learn more about the out-of-pocket 
maximum in “Out-of-Pocket Max-
imum—How It Works and Why to 
Beware.”

Provider Networks

Most health plans have health care 
service providers that have made a deal 
with the health plan to provide services at 
discounted rates. Together, these health 
care service providers are known as the 
health plan’s provider network. A pro-
vider network includes not just doctors, 
but also hospitals, laboratories, physical 
therapy centers, X-ray and imaging facil-
ities, home health companies, hospices, 
medical equipment companies, outpa-
tient surgery centers, urgent care centers, 
pharmacies, and a myriad of  other types 
of  health care service providers.

Health care providers are called “in-net-
work” if  they’re part of  your health plan’s 
provider network, and “out-of-network” 
if  they’re not part of  your plan’s provider 
network.

Your health plan wants you to use in-net-
work providers and provides incentives 
for you to do so. Some health plans, 
usually HMOs and EPOs, won’t pay 
anything for care you get from out-of-
network health care providers. You pay 
the entire bill yourself  if  you go out-of-
network.

Other health plans, usually PPOs and 
POS plans, pay a portion of  the cost 
of  care you get from out-of-network 
providers, but less than they pay if  you 
use an in-network provider. For example, 
my PPO requires a $45 copay to see an 
in-network specialty physician, but 50% 
coinsurance if  I see an out-of-network 
specialist instead. Instead of  paying $45 

to see an in-network cardiologist, I could 
end up paying $200-$300 to see an out-
of-network cardiologist, depending on 
the amount of  the bill.

Prior Authorization

Most health plans won’t allow you to get 
whatever health care services you wish, 
whenever and wherever you wish. Since 
your health plan is footing at least part of  
the bill, it will want to make sure you ac-
tually need the health care you’re getting, 
and that you’re getting it in a reasonably 
economic manner.

One of  the mechanisms health insurers 
use to accomplish this is a pre-authori-
zation requirement. If  your health plan 
has one, it means you must get the health 
plan’s permission before you get a health 
care service. If  you don’t get permission 
first, the health plan will refuse to pay 
and you’ll be stuck with the bill.

Here’s how it works. Let’s say you need 
a CPAP machine to treat your newly 
diagnosed sleep apnea. Your health plan 
has a pre-authorization requirement for 
medical equipment. You, your doctor, 
or the medical equipment company 
providing the CPAP machine submits a 
pre-authorization request to your health 
plan. Your health plan might ask for a 
copy of  the sleep study showing you have 
sleep apnea and the records from your 
sleep-apnea doctor before deciding if  it 
will give permission for you to have the 
CPAP machine.

If  you skip this pre-authorization step, 
your health plan has the right to refuse to 
pay for your CPAP machine even if  you 
can later prove it was necessary to treat 
your sleep apnea. Although frequently 
health care providers will get services 
pre-authorized for you automatically, it’s 
ultimately your responsibility to make 
sure anything that needs to be pre-autho-
rized has been pre-authorized. After all, 
you’re the one who ends up paying if  this 
step is skipped, so the buck quite literally 
stops with you.

Make sure you know whether or not your 
health plan requires pre-authorization. If  
it does, you need to know which services 
require pre-authorization and which 
don’t.

Claims

Your health insurance company can’t 
pay bills it doesn’t know about. A health 
insurance claim is the way  many health 
plans are notified about a health care 
bill. In most health plans, if  you use an 
in-network provider, that provider will 
automatically send the claim to your 
health insurer. However, if  you use an 
out-of-network provider, you may be the 
one responsible for filing the claim.

Even if  you don’t think your health plan 
will pay anything toward a claim, you 
should file it anyway. For example, if  
you don’t think your health plan will pay 
because you haven’t met your deductible 

yet, you should file the claim so the mon-
ey you’re paying gets credited toward your 
deductible. If  your health plan doesn’t 
know you’ve spent $300 on treatment for 
a sprained ankle, it can’t credit that $300 
toward your deductible.

Additionally, if  you have a flexible 
spending account that reimburses you 
for health care expenses not paid by your 
health insurance, the FSA won’t reim-
burse you until you can show that your 
health insurer didn’t pay. The only way 
you can show this is to file the claim with 
your insurer.

Premiums

The money you pay to buy health 
insurance is called the health insurance 
premium. Generally, you have to pay 
health insurance premiums every month. 
If  you don’t pay that month, you’re likely 
to have your health insurance coverage 
cancelled.

Sometimes you don’t pay the entire 
monthly premium yourself. This is com-
mon when you get your health insurance 
through your job. A portion of  the 
monthly premium is taken out of  each of  
your paychecks, but your employer also 
pays a portion of  the monthly premium. 
This is helpful since you’re not shoul-
dering the entire burden yourself, but 
it makes it more difficult to understand 
the true cost and value of  your health 
insurance.

If  you buy your health insurance on 
your state’s Affordable Care Act health 
insurance exchange, you can apply for 
a government subsidy to help your pay 
your monthly premiums. Subsidies are 
based on your income and are paid 
directly to your health insurance company 
to make your share of  the monthly pre-
mium more affordable. Learn more about 
Affordable Care Act health insurance 
subsidies in “Can I Get Help Paying for 
Health Insurance?”

Open Enrollment and Special 
Enrollment

You can’t sign up for health insurance 
whenever you want; you’re only allowed 
to sign up for health insurance at certain 
times. This is to prevent people from try-
ing to save money by waiting until they’re 
sick to buy health insurance.

You can sign up for health insurance 
during the open enrollment period. Most 
employers have an open enrollment 
period once each year, commonly in the 
autumn. Medicare has an open enroll-
ment period every autumn. Affordable 
Care Act health insurance exchanges also 
have an open enrollment period once 
each year. If  you don’t sign up for health 
insurance during the open enrollment 
period, you’ll have to wait until the next 
open enrollment period, usually a year 
later, for your next opportunity.

...continued on page 13
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The Pontiac Regional Chamber drafts  
an All-Star Celebrity Team to Play at their

Emerging Sectors® Cup 2014 golf event

                           AGENDA:
7:00am:  Registration & Continental Breakfast

8:00am:  Welcome from Oakland County  Executive 
 L. Brooks Patterson

8:15am:  All-Star Celebrity Team Introduction

8:30am:  Shotgun Start -Hot Dog & Snacks at the turn

2:00pm:  Luncheon Buffet

3:00pm:  Awards Presentation, Live Sports     
 Memorabilia Auction & Mixer

Presented by 

18 Hole, 4-Person Scramble Shotgun 
8:30am

Friday, August 8, 2014
 

It’s time to get your foursome together and 
be a part of The Pontiac Regional Chamber’s 
(PRC) Emerging Sectors® Cup golf event that is 
packed with FUN!  

It begins with a welcome from Oakland 
County Executive Director L. Brooks 
Patterson.  He plans to give highlights 
of Oakland County’s Emerging 
Sectors®, a registered trademark 
of Oakland County and is a business 
development initiative of Oakland 
County Executive L. Brooks Patterson.

See sponsorships below to see how your team 
can link up with your favorite All Star Detroit 
Athlete.  It’s first come first serve, so reserve 

now!    A portion of the 
proceeds will support 

Care House a 501 (C) 
3 that is working 
to ensure that all 
children are free of 
abuse and neglect.

Oakland County 
Executive 
L. Brooks 
Patterson

ho will be the next foursome to 
add their names to The Pontiac 

Regional Chamber’s Emerging 
Sectors® Cup?   

EVENT FUN:  Team photo with Lomas Brown, Jr.
Games & Raffles

A portion of the proceeds will support Care House a 501 (C) 3 that is  
working to ensure that all children are free of abuse and neglect.

FIELDSTONE GOLF CLUB
1984 Taylor Road
Auburn Hills, MI  48326

ALL-STAR CELEBRITY TEAM!  Your foursome has the chance to link up with –

Lem Barney • Lomas Brown, Jr. • Levi Johnson • John Ogrodnik 
Pat Sheridan • Eddie Murray • Greg Landry • Dave Rozema

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS!
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(continued from page 11)
An exception to this rule, triggered by 
certain events, is a special enrollment 
period. A special enrollment period is a 
brief  time when you’re allowed to sign up 
for health insurance even if  it’s not open 
enrollment. Special enrollment periods 
are usually triggered when you lose your 
existing health insurance or have a change 
in family size. For example, if  you lose 
your job and thus your job-based health 
insurance, that would trigger a special 
enrollment period on your state’s health 
insurance exchange giving you 30-60 days 
to sign up for an exchange-based health 
plan even though it’s not open enroll-
ment.

What Is a Special Enrollment Period?

By Elizabeth Davis

Definition: 

A special enrollment period is a time 
when you’re allowed to make changes to 
your health insurance plan even though 
it’s not an open enrollment period.

Normally, you’re not allowed to sign up 
for health insurance or make any health 
plan changes except during the annual 
open enrollment period. However, cer-
tain qualifying events will trigger a special 
enrollment period allowing you to make 
changes for a brief  period of  time after 
the triggering event. If  you don’t make 
the necessary changes to your health 
insurance during the special enrollment 
period, usually about a month, you’ll have 
to wait until the next open enrollment 
period to make any changes.

What Qualifying Events Trigger a 
Special Enrollment Period?

Things that change the size of  your 
family or cause you to lose other health 
insurance coverage are likely to trigger 
a special enrollment period. Examples 
include:

• Divorce 

• Marriage 

• Birth of  a child 

• Adoption of  a child 

• Death of  a spouse leaves 
you uninsured 

• Loss of  your spouse’s 
job-based health insurance 

• Loss of  your own job-
based health insurance 

• Reduction in work hours 
makes you ineligible for 
health insurance 

• A Qualified Medical 
Child Support Order 

• You move outside of  
your HMO’s coverage area 

 

How Does a Special Enrollment Peri-
od Work?

Here’s an example:

Melissa, Ken, and their 5 children have 
health insurance through Ken’s job. Me-
lissa also works. Her job offers health in-
surance to her but not to her dependents. 
During the last open enrollment period, 
Melissa turned down the opportunity 
to get health insurance through her job 
because; it was cheaper to cover herself  
with a family plan through Ken’s job.

Ken’s hours get cut to part time. Part 
time employees don’t get health insurance 
coverage where Ken works. The entire 
family loses health insurance coverage. 
This triggers a special enrollment period 
for Melissa’s job-based health insurance 
as well as a special enrollment period on 
the health insurance exchange in Melissa 
and Ken’s state.

Melissa has a 30 day special enrollment 
period to sign herself  up for health insur-
ance at her job even though she previous-
ly waived that insurance. If  she doesn’t 
act during these 30 days, she won’t be 
able to sign up at her job until her em-
ployer’s next open enrollment period.

Since Melissa’s employer doesn’t offer 
family coverage, Ken and the kids will 
get their health insurance at their state’s 
health insurance exchange. They have a 
30 day special enrollment period to enroll 
in that health insurance. If  they don’t en-
roll during those 30 days, they won’t have 
another opportunity to enroll in health 
insurance through their state’s health 
insurance exchange until the next annual 
open enrollment period.

While Ken and the kids are enrolling for 
health insurance on their state’s exchange, 
they also apply for a premium subsidy. If  
they’re eligible, the subsidy will pay for 
part of  their monthly health insurance 

HELP YOUR CHILD GET BETTER  GRADES AND TEST SCORES IN SCHOOL!

The  Parent  Success Kit

The  Student  Success Kit
&

Order  your  cop ies  of :

Email:	 YDI	at	YDIyouthDevelop@aol.com	•	Call:	 248-758-1411	(TPN)



THE PONTIAC NEWS • Volume 4 Issue 1

14

CANDIDATES - OAKLAND COUNT Y BOARD OF COMMISSIONER
My name is  Katr ina Barr  and I  was born and raised in Pontiac  Michigan. 
I  grew up here.  I  played in the parks,  I  went to the schools,  I  ministered 
in my church and I ’ve eaten at  ever y s ingle Coney Is land.  Ti l l  this  day I 
don’t  know which one is  my favorite.  Pontiac  isn’t  just  a  c it y  to me,  i t ’s 
my home and I  want to do ever ything I  can to make sure that  my home 
is  safe and secure.

Michigan is  the comeback state,  and in order  for  Michigan to move 
for ward,  Oakland Count y has to move 
 for ward.   Pontiac  is  an impor tant par t  of  Oakland Count y and must  be a 
par t  of  the comeback.

There are t wo main areas that  I  want to focus on and those are roads and bl ight.

As count y commissioner  my primar y focus wil l  be to ensure that  not  only are our  roads f ixed,  but 
they stay f ixed.   Michigan passed a budget bi l l  that  al located $285 mil l ion dol lars  for  Michigan 
roads,  I  wil l  f ight  to make sure that  the c it izens of  Pontiac  have roads that  are safe and secure.   We 
paid for  these roads with our  tax dol lars,  and it ’s  only  r ight  that  we get  what we pay for.

We al l  know that  bl ight  is  a  problem in our  communit y.   Abandoned,  condemned homes are a  dan-
ger  to our  communit y and our  chi ldren,  and is  a  roadblock to Pontiac ’s  comeback.   Bl ight  reduces 
the proper t y values of  neighboring homes and provide refuge for  cr iminals.

As an Oakland Count y Commissioner  I  wil l  work hand in hand with L.  Brooks Patterson and the 
Detroit  Bl ight  Authorit y  to remove these homes and attrac t  developers.   By doing this,  we wil l  not 
only  bui ld new homes and businesses,  but  we wil l  come together  as  a  
communit y and strengthen our  relat ionships with each other. 

So look for  my name,  Katr ina Barr,  on the bal lot  and keep in mind that  I ’m not  just  

representing my cit y,  I ’m representing my home.

Katrina Barr
I ’m running as  a  new voice for  the New Pontiac.  We’ve turned a corner. 
The dark days of  an Emergenc y Manager are behind us and we have a 
br ight  future ahead,  a  future where our  chi ldren receive a  world- class 
education and our  people have jobs and oppor tunit y.

I ’ve l ived in Pontiac  my entire  l i fe  except while  at  Flor ida State Univer-
sit y,  where I  obtained a Bachelors  Degree in International  Relations. 
I  have a  Masters  Degree in Public  Administration from Wayne State 
Universit y.

I ’ve ser ved on an international  trade mission to promote Automation 
Al ley.  I ’ve worked in the Michigan Legislature as  Distr ic t  Direc tor  for 
State Rep.  Tim Greimel.  I ’ve also worked for  a  Downtown Development 

Authorit y,  where I  helped devised strategies  to encourage economic growth and job creation.

I  know what needs to be done and I ’m ready to go to work for  the people of 
my communit y.

David Bowman

I  am running and asking for  your  vote to bring more resources home. 
Pontiac  is  within Oakland Count y and Oakland Count y is  one of  the 
wealthiest  counties  in  the nation.   I t  operates  an annual  budget of  $800 
mill ion dol lars.  Mil l ions are being spent at  the count y level,  but  yet 
Pontiac  continues to suffer.   I  plan on changing that!                                                           

After  a  l i fet ime of  ser vice to our  communit y,  having studied  
pol ic y  at  Stanford and Yale Universit ies,  pol it ical  sc ience and business 
at  the Universit y  of  Michigan,  and being a l icensed bui lder,  I  have a 
strategic  plan.  And most  impor tantly,  I  understand the systems and 
processes to have my plan for  our  c it y  successful ly  implemented.

Alexandria T. Riley

I  was elec ted to the Pontiac  Cit y  Counci l  in  November,  2009.  Pontiac 
was already under emergenc y  
management.  In  my four  years  as  a  Counci lman,  I  worked with three 
emergenc y managers,  t wo governors,  the Mayor,  the Cit y  Counci l, 
United States  Congressmen,  State Representatives,  the Michigan and 
Oakland Count y Treasur y Depar tment,  L.  Brooks Patterson,  and Demo -
cratic  and Republican Count y Commissioners.  No other  candidate can 
match my experience.  I ’m the ideal  candidate to fol low the great  Mattie 
Hatchett.

Donald Watkins

The Michigan Consti-
tution requires most 
taxes, in addition to 
those authorizations in 
State law, that voters 
within the local juris-
diction must approve 
the levy of  the taxes 

at the ballot box.  Article 9, Section 31 
of  the Michigan Constitution of  the 
Headlee Amendment of  1978.

“Units of  Local Government are hereby 
prohibited from levying any tax not 
authorized by law or charter when this 
section is ratified or from increasing the 
rate of  an existing tax above that rate 
authorized by law or charter when this 
section is ratified, without the approval 
of  a majority of  the qualified electors of  
that unit of  Local Government voting 
thereon.

Article 4, Section 29 of  the Constitution 
of  Michigan, states that no local or spe-
cial act by lawmakers: 

Shall take effect, until approved by two-
thirds of  the members elected to and 
serving in each house and by a majority 
of  the electors (people) vote thereon in 
the district affected. This does not grant 
city council the power to pass a resolu-
tion for Majority of  Tax increase or Levy. 

Previous I’ve stated that Pontiac City 
Council members and Mayors have 
denied Pontiac residents the above 
constitutional right, by “Deals and those 
whom” writing within the state laws lan-
guage which required only a vote by city 
council.  When the city council voted (yes 
or no), they gave VALIDATION to the 
unconstitutional laws and denied you the 
resident or electors your right to vote on 
all state laws that affect Pontiac. 

For example New Jersey state consti-
tution prohibits what is in effect a gift 
from the taxpayers to private individuals 
and entities. The provision, called the 
“Gift Clause,” prohibits subsidies of  any 
kind to private individuals, associations, 
or corporations. It explicitly states, “No 
county, city, borough, town, township or 
village shall hereafter give any money or 
property, or loan its money or credit, to 
or in aid of  any individual, association or 
corporation.”

In the 1800s, the Arizona Territory 
experimented liberally with subsidies. 
Railroads promised substantial bounties 
if  they were subsidized, but left taxpay-
ers holding the bill. Having learned the 
lessons of  such subsidy deals, the framers 
of  the state constitution included what is 
known as the gift clause.

Washington State’s constitution reads: 
“No county, city, town or other munic-
ipal corporation shall hereafter give any 
money, or property, or loan its money, 
or credit to or in aid of  any individual, 
association, company or corporation, 
except for the necessary support of  the 
poor and infirm, or become directly or 
indirectly the owner of  any stock in or 
bonds of  any association, company or 
corporation.”

In CLEAN v. State of  Washington (1996) 
the Washington Supreme Court affirmed 
the legality of  expending public funds 
for a stadium for the Seattle Mariners by 
creating a two part test: Do the funds 
carry out a fundamental purpose of  
government? If  no, does the appropriat-
ing government entity receive adequate 
consideration for the aiding the private 
interest?

Decision regarding Railroads Justice 
Thomas M. Cooley (Mich) struck down 
the law on the grounds that railroads 
were a private enterprise and the public 
funding thereof, violated the Michigan 
constitution. Cooley enunciated three 
principles which formed the basis of  
taxation.

1. It must be used for a public purpose.

2. It must be imposed “not arbitrarily or 
by caprice.”

3. If  imposed specifically on a locality (as 

opposed to a statewide tax), the tax must 
be of  benefit for the Locality itself.

Cooley rejected the notion that railroads 
were a “public highway,” writing:

“They are not, when in private hands, the 
people’s highways; but they are private 
property, whose owners make it their 
business to transport persons and mer-
chandize in their own carriages, over their 
own land, for such pecuniary compensa-
tion as may be stipulated. 

These owners carry on, for their own 
benefit, a business which has, indeed, its 
public aspect, in as much as it accommo-
dates a public want, and its establishment 
is consequently, in a certain sense, a 
public purpose. 

But it is not such a purpose in any other 
or different sense than would be the 
opening of  a hotel, the establishment of  
a line of  stages, or the putting in oper-
ation of  a grist mill.  Reflecting on the 
state constitution’s bar on the funding of  
internal improvements, Cooley stated that 
“what the state as a political community 
cannot do it cannot require the inferior 
municipalities to do. 

When the case is found to stand entirely 
outside the domain of  taxation, state 
burdens and township burdens are alike 
precluded’ no township vote and no 
township majority however large, can 
affect the principle.”

RAISING TAXES!!! By Pontiac City Councilman Randy Carter

OTHER CANDIDATES INCLUDE 
BRENDA CARTER (see ad on page 7)

GLORIA MILLER (Attempted to contac t  no response)

ROLAND ELAM (attempted to contac t  no response)
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Great Income Property For Sale
Best Commercial Deal in Pontiac  • Land Contract Possible

Make your fortune on this high traffic corner. 3,000 Sq.Ft.. Former East Pike 
Market, 2 Units use one / rent the other. Great for a Convenient Store, Small 
Restaurant, Barber-Beauty Salon, Fresh Fish Market, Social Club or Learning 
Center for children. Includes Walk in Cooler,10 ft. cooler, Ice Machine, Pop 
Machine, Shelving Units, Beer & Wine Cooler, Parking Lot across street,.

24 hour Notice for all showing  Contact Agent owner: 
S & W Realty 248-804-8624 - Perry Scott
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Community Events & Activities

What:  Free informational  seminar  on how high blood   
                                        pressure can affec t  you.

When:  Tuesday,  August  12 – 6:00-7:00pm

Where:  Water ford Township Librar y

                                        5168 Civic  Center  Drive

                                        Water ford,  MI

Media Contac t:  Kr ist ina Mil ler  (kr ist ina.mil ler@mclaren.org) 

McLaren Oakland Hospital  invites  the communit y to a  FREE presentation to 
learn more about hyper tension (high blood pressure),  including r isk  fac-
tors,  s igns/symptoms,  and treatment.  A panel  of  Cardiovascular  Physic ians 
from McLaren Oakland Hospital  wil l  be presenting and avai lable to answer 
al l  of  your  questions.

For  more info:  Anyone interested should cal l  to  register  at  
                                       (248)  338-5389 or  vis it  
                                        mclaren.org/OaklandCardiacSer vices

Learn More About High Blood Pressure

Legal Aid and Defender to conduct 
free outreach clinic in Pontiac Aug. 19
Legal Aid and Defender Association, Inc. (LAD) will conduct a free  
outreach clinic on civil legal services for income-eligible residents of 
Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties, including the city of Detroit,  
from 9 a.m. to noon Tuesday, Aug. 19 at Oakland Livingston Human  
Services Agency, 196 Cesar E. Chavez Ave., Pontiac.

Attendees are asked to bring copies of their documents and register  
before 10 a.m., as a LAD attorney will assist only those persons who  
have done so by that time. For further information, contact Stacey Felder,  
paralegal at LAD’s Oakland County office in Pontiac, at (248) 253-1548,  
ext. 4005.

Founded in 1909, LAD is the oldest and largest provider of free civil  
legal services to low-income residents of Michigan. It serves metropolitan  
Detroit through its offices in Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties. It also  
represents criminal defendants in Wayne County and the U.S.  
District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan.

 “We work with clients in a comprehensive manner, so that as we solve their  
legal problems, we help solve other problems as well,” LAD President and CEO  
Deierdre L. Weir said. “We help people rebuild their lives and help families stay  
together.” Anyone seeking legal services can call (877) 964-4700 or visit 
http://www.ladadetroit.org
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WORKFORCE  
DEVELOPMENT  
 

 
 

One stop access to all state and federally funded job training programs and services. 
 
 
 

Job Seeker Services 
 

Career Resource Library •  Computer and Internet Access for Job Search 
Tuition Assistance to Gain New Job Skills or Upgrade Existing Job Skills. 

Career Management • Job Placement Assistance  
  
 
   

Business Services 
 

Applicant Recruiting and Referral  •  Applicant Screening • Interview Rooms 
Training Funds  •   Workforce & Labor Market Information and Resources  

Internet Access to Resumes and Job Postings 
 

 
 
 

   
Convenient Oakland County Locations  

   
 
Ferndale:      248.545-0222 

 
Oxford:         248.969-2399 

 
Troy:                    248.823-5101 

Highland:      248.889-0410 Pontiac:         248.276-1777 Novi:                    248.926-1820 
Oak Park:     248.691-8437 Southfield:    248.796-4550 Waterford:          248.682-3417 
 

 
 
 

Funded By 
 

Oakland County Executive, L. Brooks Patterson 
Oakland County Workforce Development Board 

1-800-285-works 
Workforce Development Agency,  State of Michigan 

 
Equal Opportunity Programs/Employer  

Aids and Auxliary  Services Available Upon Request  • TTY 711 or 800 649-3777 


