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Pontiac begins transition out of financial emergency
Mike Martindale
The Detroit News
The state ended the
city of Pontiac’s fouryear financial emergency Monday and
began a transition to
local control, but a
legal cloud still hangs
Govenor
over whether outgoing
Rick Snyder
Emergency Manager
Louis Schimmel’s controversial reforms
and cuts will stick.
Gov. Rick Snyder on Monday granted
Schimmel’s request to end the 4-year-old,
state-declared emergency. Schimmel said
the financial problems of the city of 60,000
residents had been “rectified” after
spending was cut nearly in half and more
than $87 million in debt was paid off during
the past six years.
Five cities and three school districts in
Michigan are run by emergency managers,
while two other cities operate under state-

negotiated
consent
agreements.
“I’m pleased to see
Pontiac emerge as a
financially stable city
and return to local
control,” Snyder said
Monday, concluding a
financial emergency
declared in March
EM
2009 before he took
Lou Schimmel office. “The Transition
Advisory Board will be working cooperatively with local leaders to ensure continued
stability and growth on the path ahead as
well as improved services to the city’s residents
Snyder selected a four-member transition board including Schimmel to continue
overseeing the city’s finances, a move
required by state law. The governor will
decide when the board’s job is finished, said
Treasury Department spokesman Terry
Stanton in a Monday email.

Continued on Page 4

Final Order of Emergency Manager
Louis Schimmel Order # SS 334
Rectification of Financial Emergency
under Public Act 436 of 2012

“
Councilman
George Williams

There’s no time-line for ending this transition
board — that’s up to the governor, the question is whether this new leadership is going to
be accountable to the people, and I don’t know
yet”
- Pontiac City Councilman Kermit Williams

“

As an elected official I can, and will challenge
the actions of the emergency financial
manager (EFM)! The EFM may be in violation of the Act, because his scope covers financial matters only, not legislative matters. It also
states that any actions taken by the EFM must be in
compliance with our city charter. PA 436 states that
Councilman
any
financial issues must be resolved within 10 days by
Randy Carter
this elected city council, and in seven days, the council
must have a solution. We have 7 days to provide an alternative to the
new financial plan which would produce the same results, and present
these results to the State Emergency Financial Assistance Loan Board
in Lansing. The State Emergency Loan Board will then have the final
say. The language in PA 436 states that once the financial emergency
is resolved, the council and mayor must work to be in agreement. If
this does not occur, then any financial actions proposed to the city
council requires a two-thirds majority vote of the council, plus the
approval of the mayor. I plan to move in this direction expeditiously,
because Pontiac needs local, not external control.
- Pontiac City Councilman Randy Carter

Please Read in its’ Entirety – Pages 3, 7 10, 11, 12)

Thousands Converge
on Woodward for
Annual Dream Cruise
by John McNeill
The 19th Annual Dream Cruise
roared, hummed and purred down
Woodward Avenue from Detroit to
Pontiac Saturday.
It's the largest one-day car event
in the world, featuring an estimated
40-thousand vehicles and drawing
between one-point five and twomillion people along the cruise route.
Its so big its impossible to really
count how many are involved, or to see even a fraction of it.
Classic cars from New Zealand, Japan and Russia have been featured in
the past, but the event is dominated by American cars, old and new, highly
modified and lovingly restored, ancient relics and recently manufactured
and enhanced.
Detroit's automakers have embraced the event and have special areas set
up to show off classic cars along with new models. Chrysler used it to introduce their new Ram pick-up concept vehicle, which has been dubbed the
"Rumble Bee".

”

”

Serius

Art Explosion
Friday, August 23
& Saturday August 24
Downtown Pontiac
The Serius Art Explosion is a two-day art and music festival that will be open
to the public. With a $2 entry fee, the community will have a chance to listen to a variety of bands and solo artists, view creative artwork and enjoy
great food and other merchant vendors. There will also be a Serius Kid’s
Zone where children ages 2 to 17 can enjoy themselves.

The Serius Art Explosion will start at 11 a.m. and end at 10 p.m.
on Friday and Saturday, August 23rd-24th.
We will also be hosting an art competition…
Show more for all artists who would like a chance at winning $4,000 in
prizes. The $25 application fee allows all artists to join the competition.
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Editorial

Inside This Issue of
THANKS FOR YOUR VOTE!
With the 2013 Mayoral and Council primary election behind us, I want to thank all registered
voters who cast their vote on Tuesday August 6 for
your candidates. Special thanks goes out to the
742 individuals who voted for me. Please know
that I appreciate your support!

Publisher R. Frank Russell

Note: Please read the Final Order # SS
334 by the outgoing Emergency Manager.
This document which begins on page 3…
clearly set forth the power of our elected officials and defines who will have the real
power! Read it for yourself and tell us what
you think?

Join Movement to Empower Pontiac: Over the next few weeks and months we will be presenting a
variety of projects that are designed to Empower the People of Pontiac Now! The name of the organization that will facilitate this change is New Pontiac, Inc. One of the main goals of New Pontiac is to
provide job and/or business opportunities for our young adults and constructive character building
activities and programs for our children and youth! Please join this movement to Empower Pontiac…
by sending your name, phone and address to New Pontiac – P.O. Box 431412 – Pontiac MI 48343, or
248-758-1411 email is thepontiacnews@sbcglobal.net.

The Celebration of Life of Deacon Emeritus Leo H. Snoddy
A man committed to
God, his family, church
and the Pontiac community. After a long illness,
Leo H. Snoddy passed
peacefully, surrounded
by his family on August
2, 2013. Throughout his
life he lived with faith,
Leo H. Snoddy daily prayers and much
August 3, 1931 - thankfulness.

August 2, 2013

In the Beginning…The Work Ethic
Leo Snoddy was born August 3, 2013 in
Longview, Texas where he met and married
his life-long partner of 62 years, Wilma
Hawley Snoddy at Center Baptist Church in
White Oak, Texas in 1950. He graduated
from Shiloh High School in 1949. Leo’s life’s
journey has been focused on his faith in God,
being an exemplary role model for his family,
demonstrating a strong work ethic and always
emphasizing the importance of a good education. His first job in Texas he served as a
Janitor at Pine Hills Elementary where he was
responsible for gathering fire wood to heat the
two-room school before the other children
arrived. He was on the 3/3 Pay Plan….he
earned three dollars per month and had to
walk three mile to pick up his paycheck!
In 1953, with the emerging automotive
industry and the possibility of joining a
company with good benefits, Leo moved his
family to Michigan where he work for the
Pontiac Motors Division of General Motors

for thirty-four years. While working at
General Motors and after retirement, Leo
invested time and energy into purchasing and
renting many homes in Pontiac and Detroit.
As an honorable and responsible father, Leo
wanted to ensure that families had “good
homes” in which to raise their children.
Acting on this vision, he always strived to
provided well-maintained, clean and affordable properties. Also within the Pontiac
community he and his wife owned “Wilma’s
Beauty Salon” on Saginaw Street, which was
one of the largest salon’s in Pontiac.
In the Church
He and his wife became active members
of Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church on
Pearsall Street in Pontiac in 1953. He served
as a leader under the Rev. Lenworth Minor,
Rev. Edward McCree and currently Pastor
Terrance Gowdy to accomplish any initiatives
within the church which included, yet not
limited to: Mission Department, Sunday
School Teacher, Teacher for Mission and
Dorcas Circle, Building Fund Chairman to
ensure growth of the church; Finance
Chairman of the Building Fund to pay off the
parsonage mortgage, Banquet Committee
Chairman, establishing the Youth Usher
Board and maintaining the grounds of the
church. As recent as June 30, 2013,
Macedonia held a recognition service in his
honor to recognize him as a Living Legend of
Christians at Macedonia as Deacon Emeritus.

Within His Family
Leo absolutely loved time with his family,
whether it was family dinners or celebrations,
traveling, Christmas Eve or just playing a
board game! He is survived by his loving
wife, Wilma Jean Hawley Snoddy, that was a
24/7 caregiver and his children that all
provided their “gifts” of support during his
illness. One son, Anthony L. Snoddy; four
daughters, Karen Elaine Walker, Norma
Snoddy Nixon, Neva Snoddy Martin and
Marshilia Snoddy; one daughter in law Shawn
L. Snoddy; 2 sons-in-law, Rev. Eric Walker
and James Nixon; ten grandchildren and one
great-grandson; three brothers; one sister;
four godchildren. Leo was preceded in death
by two brothers and three sisters. His presence is reflective in each of their lives, as they
have inherited some of those same characteristics that make them thankful and blessed to
have had him in their lives.
The Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home
provided the family with complete professionalism throughout the planning of the
“celebration” of Leo’s life.
Deacon Emeritus Leo H. Snoddy placed
his fingerprints into his family, the community and Macedonia Missionary Baptist
Church and will be celebrated forever. He
was a true example reflective of one of his
favorite scriptures, Psalms 107:1-0h, give
thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For his
mercy endures forever.
Contributing Writer – Marshilia Snoddy
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See Emergency on Page 7

Do you belong to a lunch club
or weekly meeting group?
We have free private meeting rooms within the restaurant. All groups receive
free space with breakfast, lunch, or dinner purchases as well as n/a beverages.*

Treat yourself like a V.I.P.
20% off your entire food and beverage in the grille.*

Daily breakfast buffet
Including omelets, waffles and everyone's favorite items. $8.95.*
Open 7-10 weekdays and 7-12 weekends.

Romance package: 2 for $60
Includes: Appetizer, 2 entrees and a bottle of house wine any day of the week.*
*

Promotions valid until 10.1.13 and with coupon

Call 248-647-6034 or
visit opentable.com
to make reservations
and receive award points
Auburn Hills Marriott Pontiac at Centerpoint
3600 Centerpoint Parkway · Pontiac, Michigan 48341 USA
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Pontiac begins transition out of financial emergency
But a 2-1 ruling of a three-judge panel of
the U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals last
week called into question Schimmel’s
governing moves, including a state-approved
decision this year to reduce retiree health
care costs. The city will not pay costs for the
next two years but instead will give each of
the 1,200 retirees a $400-per-month increase
in pension checks to buy their own health
care insurance next year — either on their
own or through a group plan offered by the
city.
Pontiac retirees will get a new hearing in
federal court on the issue after the appeals
panel ordered a review of the state
Legislature’s approval of Public Act 4 in
2011 — the law under which Schimmel was

selected emergency manager two years ago
— and a possible look at the current emergency manager law.
Stanton dismissed the legal challenge at a
Wednesday news conference.
“The (Snyder) administration is confident
with the constitutionality of the act, and
anything beyond that would be speculative,”
he said.
Schimmel said the transition board,
which includes Oakland County Deputy
Executive Robert Daddow, is critical to help
local officials stay on the right fiscal road.
“We didn’t have a transition team behind
when I left Ecorse (in the late 1980s) and
also when we left Hamtramck, and they both
went back to their old (spending) ways,”

Thank You Citizens of
Council District 6
For Voting To
Allow Me To Move
Forward To The
November 5th
General Election.

Schimmel said about prior municipal emergencies in which he was given control of city
finances. “We aren’t going to let that happen
again.”
Among the measures taken in a 13-page
plan left for Pontiac officials, which
Schimmel called a blueprint to avoid bankruptcy, was the transition board’s appointment of aide Joseph M. Sobota as city
administrator. Sabota, who does not report to
the City Council, is tasked with ensuring all
directives are carried out in the city.
Any financial decisions will require transition board approval, Mayor Leon Jukowski
said.
“It stings a bit to have the state looking
over your shoulder, but I would expect we
can go back to running the city, without state
approval, in about two years,” Jukowski
said. “But if they (council members) go back
to bickering and fighting, it could be here for
some time.”
City officials will be required to stay
within a $30 million annual budget rather
than the prior $57 million, Schimmel
stressed.
“If not,” he said, “you will have to file for
bankruptcy.”
Schimmel, who came on board in
September 2011, was the city’s third emergency financial manager. He replaced
Michael Stampfler, who served just over one
year and who replaced Fred Leeb, who
began cutting the city’s red tape in March
2009.

The process has involved controversy.
Leeb drew wrath of residents when he
auctioned off the city-owned Pontiac
Silverdome for $583,000. Stampfler set the
groundwork for disbanding the city’s police
and fire departments, services now done at
considerable savings by the Oakland County
Sheriff’s Office and Waterford Township
Fire Department.
Schimmel chipped away at remaining
debt by selling off city-owned properties like
a golf course, cemetery, parking lot and
community centers that had been unused or
neglected for years.
In a June interview with The Detroit
News, Schimmel said while the city had
turned a $3.4 million deficit in 2011-12 fiscal
year into a $575,000 surplus, about 10 times
more savings were needed for an ideal rainyday fund.
Schimmel said Pontiac was a model for
other cities dealing with financial crises. A
city work force of more than 500 workers
was cut to 20 full-time employees, saving
pay, pensions and other benefits.
But Schimmel said he had a much easier
task reforming Pontiac than Emergency
Manager Kevyn Orr has in tackling Detroit’s
bankruptcy.
“We were able to clean up our own
house,” he said. “That apparently is not the
case in Detroit — it’s too far gone.”
mmartindale@detroitnews.com
(248) 338-0319

I Appreciate Your
Support And
Look Forward To
Serving As Your
Councilwoman!

Paid for by Committee to
Elect Doris Taylor Burks

(248) 736-8865

Law Offices of
Darryl P. Mitchell
30 N Saginaw St Ste 709
Pontiac, MI 48342

Office: 248-333-0220
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What’s Happening In Oakland County

September 29 –
Brooksie Way Half
Marathon
About the Brooksie Way
Half Marathon and 5k
The Brooksie
Way
Half
Marathon is one
of
Oakland
County’s premier
quality of life
events. County
Executive
L.
Brooks Patterson
began
the
Brooksie Way
races to promote
Oakland County
L. Brooks Patterson and encourage
people
to
become more physically active. Support
from HealthPlus of Michigan, the presenting
sponsor for the Brooksie Way Half Marathon,
helps make the event and its related activities
possible.
Race proceeds support programs that
encourage healthy and active lifestyle and are
distributed
through Brooksie
Way
MiniGrants. In little more than a year,
Brooksie Way Minigrants have put more than
$50,000 back into Oakland County communities, touching thousands of lives along the
way. The Brooksie Way is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit formed in 2011. Contributions are tax
deductible to the full extent provided by State
and Federal law.
Each year, race weekend kicks-off with the
Brooksie Way Fitness Expo held on the
campus of Oakland University. The expo
takes a holistic approach with the slogan Body
Mind Soul to reflect the vast array of vendors
from different areas of health, fitness and
wellness. Runners can find information and
products from vendors from sports and nutrition retailers, athletic apparel, medical professionals and various training programs, along
with information about cross-training sports
such as yoga, cycling, roller blading, life
coaching, weight control, traveling, and stress
relief.
Runners and walkers alike are invited to
participate in all the races; and a speciallydesigned training program is available to help
get you in shape whether you're a first-timer
or race veteran.
The first annual race was held in October
2008 and was named in honor of the late
Brooks Stuart Patterson, Mr. Patterson's son.
This year's race will be held on Sunday,
September 29, 2013 beginning at 8 a.m.
For more information about race weekend
and race day schedules, please visit the Race
Info section.

Workshops offered by Oakland County Business
Center
Business owners and entrepreneurs who need
assistance are encouraged to attend seminars
offered by the Oakland County Business Center.
Unless otherwise noted, all programs take place at
the Oakland County Executive Office Building
Conference Center, 2100 Pontiac Lake Road,
west of Telegraph in Waterford. For pre-registration
and
location
map,
visit
www.AdvantageOakland.com/expand or call
248-858-0783.

collaboration and communication. This workshop
is free, but pre-registration is required.

Oakland County International Airport
will host its 28th Annual Open House /
Air Show on Sunday, August 25, 2013,
from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.
The following are scheduled:
An Air Show will take place from 2:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Attractions include:
• Parachute Jump with the American
Flag (National Anthem)
• Jim Maroney - Super Chipmunk
• Doug Dodge - “Macharia” (High
Performance Biplane)
• Susan Dacey - “Big Red” (450 hp
Stearman Biplane)
• RC Giant Scale Aircraft
Aircraft (* rides available):
• G-21 Turbine Goose
• WW II Corsair
• Turbine-powered Grumman Goose
• Muskegee Airmen Gliders
• Warbirds
• Business Jets
• Homebuilts
• Single & multi-engine aircraft*
• Gliders
• Velocity
• Helicopters*
• Stearman
• Ultralights
• Large scale radio controlled aircraft
• Radio controlled aircraft models

Organizations:
• Experimental Aircraft Association
(EAA)
• Federal Aviation Administration
• Lions Club – Vision Testing
• Michigan Mason's - Child
Identification
• Bill Crell the NASA Guy (experiments / demonstrations)
• Oakland County Parks & Recreation
- Child Play Area
• POH Medical Center - Health and
Safety Fair
• Civil Air Patrol
A pancake breakfast will be held from
8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Cost is $7.00 per
adult; $5.00 per child.
Admission is free and parking is $5.00
per vehicle. Come join us for a day filled
with fun, food and aviation. Enter through
the main boulevard entrance at 6500
Patterson Parkway / Highland Road in
Waterford.
Additional information is available on
our web site: http://www.ociaopen
house.org/

September 2013 Business Workshops

Michigan Get Your Business Online
Sept. 5, 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Sept. 5, 11:30 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Michigan businesses can get free tools and
resources to establish a website, find new
customers and grow their businesses, when
Google offers Get Your Business Online
Workshop in your community. Google is partnering with Intuit to provide easy-to-build
websites, a customized domain name and webhosting for one year. Participating Michigan businesses will also receive a listing on Google Maps.
This workshop is free, but pre-registration is
required.
Michigan Grow Your Business Online
Sept. 5, 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Sept. 5, 11:30 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Michigan-established businesses can learn
more about Google’s top tools for small businesses, including Google Places, Google
AdWords, Google Analytics, and Google Apps
• Learn the basics of how other people find
your business online, with methods like search
engine optimization (SEO), web analytics and
more.
• Run your business more efficiently with
online tools, including applications for improving

Small Business Loan Workshop
Sept. 6, 9:00 a.m. - Noon
Getting a small business loan can be a challenging process. Learn the "5 C's of Credit," how
to develop a winning loan proposal and what you
need to know to position your business to be
"bankable" before you meet with a lender.
Presented by The Service Corps of Retired
Executives (SCORE), U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA) and the Oakland County
One Stop Shop Business Center.
Fee: $20
Oakland County Venture Forward™
Sept. 7 - Nov. 16, 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
An intensive, 11-week program designed for
owners, CEOs and top management team
members of businesses with at least two years of
operating experience, 6 to 99 full time employees
(W2s) and between $750K to $50 million in
annual revenue. Focused on issues most important to business health and growth, attendees gain
knowledge to make critical decisions about their
business and strategy, investigate next-stage
growth and opportunity, plan for strategic growth,
build and maintain a competitive advantage and
maximize cash flow for profitability. Venture
Forward™ is normally $800 per participant.
Sponsor support allows us to offer a scholarshipreduced rate. Fee: $299
C.E.E.D. Microloan Orientation
Sept. 12, 9 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Many small business owners face obstacles
when trying to obtain a business loan. The recognition of the serious need for working capital for
existing businesses, start-up or expansion, equipment purchases, and job creation is not the

priority it once was. If you need alternative
financing, you should consider the Microloan
Program. The orientation is presented by Oakland
County and the Center for Empowerment &
Economic Development (C.E.E.D.)
This workshop is free, but pre-registration is
required.
Business Research:
Feasibility to Expansion
Sept. 13, 9:00 a.m. - Noon
Thinking of starting a business and want to
research your business idea? Are you a business
owner who wants to benchmark your profit
margin and other measures against similar size
businesses? Do you want to identify market
trends and opportunities to grow your sales? Are
you looking for new customers or to diversify
your market base? Business Research shows you
ways to find your ideal customers, your competitors, perform competitive analysis and more.
Presented by Oakland County Market Research
and an Oakland County Public Library business
reference librarian.
This workshop is free, but pre-registration is
required.
FastTrac® GrowthVenture
Sept. 20 through Nov. 29 (10 sessions),
Excluding Nov. 22, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
FastTrac® GrowthVenture is an intensive, 10week program designed for owners, CEO's and
top management team members of small businesses with at least two years of operating experience, minimum of two employees (W2s), and
annual revenue of between $100,000 and
$749,000. FastTrac® GrowthVenture is normally
$700 per participant. Sponsor support allows us to
offer a scholarship-reduced rate.
Fee: $140

A POSITIVE NEWS SOURCE WITH A LOCAL FLAVOR

Women's Business Certification (WBE)
Orientation
Sept. 21, 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Learn about the benefits and process of
becoming a Women's Business Enterprise
(WBE.) Benefits include certification to private
sector WBE's and access to procurement opportunities with major national companies. For additional information visit miceed.org. Presented by
the Michigan Women's Business Council.
Fee: $25
Fundamentals of Writing a Business Plan
Sept. 27, 9:00 a.m. - Noon
For small business owners who are developing their plan to success. Workshop participants discover the elements commonly found in
effective plans and develop these for their own
business.
Fee: $40
QuickBooks® Essentials
Sept. 27
Session One: 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Session Two: 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
This introduction to small business financial
management provides an overview of accurate
recordkeeping, report interpretation and utilization, and management of the variety of tools
provided in this system.
Session I
• Basic accounting terminology
• New company file setup
• Customizing forms and letters
• Working with bank accounts
Session II
• Invoicing customers
• Receiving payments and making deposits
• Entering vendor bills/paying vendor bills
• Using credit card accounts
Fee: Each Session $40
Both Sessions: $75
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It’s All About Our Children
We can cite the
phenomena
of
economic genocide,
political cronyism,
or communal apathy,
but in the end, it is
all about our children. Public education has been in a
state of change for
years, but the most dynamic changes have
occurred in the past decade. Pontiac School
District is not an anomaly in its plight to
regain the status of its glory days when it was
hailed as one of Oakland County’s premier
educational centers. It is imperative that we
try to understand the dynamics of what is
happening to public education as a whole.
Labor flourished during the middle of the
twentieth century. This was largely because
of deregulation set by the U.S. Department
of Labor after the onset of the Administrative
Procedures Act (APA). It was during the
same period the Brown v. the Board of
Education became the landmark case stating
that segregating schools was unconstitutional. This allowed two things to occur
almost simultaneously. It presented an
unprecedented flood of workers into the
labor market, and it opened public education
to all children.
The manufacturing sector was in its
zenith in the 1980’s, however, with the surge
in foreign competition, coupled with the
advent of technology, labor began a steep
decline in the automotive industry. Urban
centers which once boasted of a booming
housing industry, robust jobs, and first class
schools are now experiencing urban decay,
high unemployment, and abandoned schools.
Major manufacturing cities such as
Detroit, Flint, Pontiac, and Lansing got what
I deem equivalent to the “category five” hit
from an economic hurricane. The results are
similar to what happened to the gulf coast
after Katrina. Homes are abandoned and
blighted, neighborhoods destroyed, unemployment surging, and crime on the rise.
However, the biggest tragedy to the people
of New Orleans, Biloxi, and coastal Alabama
was the displacement of their families.
There is a pattern here.
We were in New Orleans a week or so
before Katrina, and we pretty much know the
topography, and the demographics. New
Orleans is an island. It is surrounded by
water, and it is below sea level. New Orleans

is accessible by crossing bridges. Katrina
did not do the massive damage to New
Orleans, the failed levees did. These levees
were put in place to protect the city from
floods. On August 29, 2005, it is alleged that
the levees failed in 50 places flooding out
most of New Orleans East, the lower ninth
ward, and homes near Metairie and Kenner.
It is alleged that the levees were built to
sustain a category five hurricane, but they
did not withstand a category three hurricane.
This was the estimate strength of Katrina
when it made landfall. The elected and
appointed officials were the caretakers of
New Orleans.
Like New Orleans, urban manufacturing
centers are surrounded by factories. Middle
class workers enjoyed nice homes and
quality education for their children until the
automobile industry began losing market
share to foreign automakers. In the 1980s,
Japan gained control of the domestic auto
market. Later, it was taken over by China.
American auto workers felt the effects of the
loss of market share in 2009. The effects of
these bankruptcies were high unemployment, decline in property values, and the
most devastating of all, the loss of students in
many urban communities. Many families
left these urban communities for jobs elsewhere. The decline in student count directly
affected what public educators in urban areas
could offer their children. Many school
districts had to close schools, lay off
teachers, and increase classroom sizes in
order to stay open.
This is not to say that political cronyism,
and communal apathy did not play a strong
role in the decline in student achievement, it
does. However, the focus must be taken off
of muddling over who is going to get elected,
who is going to keep a job, or whether or not
we care enough to get out in our communities, and make a difference. What we should
be screaming about is what is happening to
our children! They did not make the decision of who to hire, who to fire, which plant
should close, which superintendent to keep,
what direction the districts should take.
They aren’t old enough to make these decisions. But, I bet if they were, they would do
things that would give them an opportunity
to have a bright, promising future. Right
now, they have to depend on us.
Public education is in jeopardy of being
lost forever. Urban education is being called
a “National Tragedy”. We know what got

our educational system where it is, what’s
keeping it here, and what needs to be done to
correct it. Sometimes we need to STOP,
take a good look at what is going on, and
look at the decisions we are making, especially if we are elected or appointed officials.
We need to make sure that we make the best
decision for the future of our country, which
are our children. Because in the end, when it
is all said and done, when the districts are
dissolved, when our children are displaced,
when their education has been auctioned off

for personal or political gain, in the end, it is
still all about our children. We need to heal
our communities by making educating our
children our only priority!
“Healing takes place when grievances
are given ample and patient space to be
acknowledged, when there is transparency
and honesty, when everybody is given the
chance to be heard, when nobody is
excluded, when people can accept the energy
of the conflict and use it as a major opportunity for growth.” ~ Franco Santoro

Taj Cleans The Garage
by Renee Prewitt - Illustrations by Michaela Nienaber
August 19, 2013—
Detroit, MI—In Renee
Prewitt’s new children’s
book, Taj Cleans the
Garage, Taj always
wants new cars for his
train set, so his parents
encourage him to start
earning the money to
buy them. Much to his surprise, his new
chore turns into an exciting adventure where
he is the only one who can save the day. The
author will sign copies of the book at
Collision Works First Container in Eastern
Market, 2930 Russell Street, on September
14 from 11 am to 1 pm.
“I am developing a series of picture
books designed to encourage young boys
from ages 2-7 to read more,” says Prewitt.
The book is filled with eye-catching visuals
that invite young readers to follow Taj on his
adventure, page after page.
Prewitt wrote the book because she was
always looking for good stories for her son to
read. She also wanted to introduce him to
characters that nurtured his identity as a
young African American boy. He’s now
grown, and she hopes that Taj will help to fill
the void in this area for other children, as
well.
But what about girls?
“I think that girls’ natural curiosity will
be satisfied with this book too,” she says.
Taj has ten questions in the back of the
book to encourage parents to discuss his
adventures with their child. A Fun Facts
section is also included.
Research shows that many boys are

drawn to stories built around action heroes,
but soon lose their desire to read because the
same characters can be found in video
games. Some studies even say that boys
think that reading is for girls. Prewitt wants
to get more boys interested in reading by
writing about young men they can relate to,
and whose imaginations take them on
exciting journeys that exercise their judgment.
“This is the first in a series of books I’m
writing to help close the 30 Million Word
Gap by Age 3,” Prewitt says. She is referring to a study that says low income children
hear 30 million fewer words by age three
than their middle and high income counterparts. During her promotional book tour,
she plans to talk to parent groups about the
study and new findings in closing the
achievement gap. “Reading to our children is
so important,” she says, “but we should also
engage them in conversation!”
“At the same time, I am reinforcing, even
introducing, some old school values I grew
up with like doing chores to earn an
allowance, and living by the Golden Rule:
Do unto others as you would have them do
unto you.”
Taj Cleans the Garage is beautifully
illustrated by Michaela Nienaber, a student at
the College for Creative Studies. It is
currently available for sale at BookBeat,
Rainy Day Hobbies,
ThePrewittGroup.com, and Amazon.com.
$12.00 / 29 pages
11 x 8 paperback
ISBN: 978-0-9895643-0-4

DENTAL ARTS COMPANY
DENTISTRY BY
JEFF MARTIN, D.D.S.A
Beautiful smile takes more than just brushing

91 N. SAGINAW • PONTIAC, MI 48342

248-332-4240
Affordable Family Dental Care
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New Webber Media Arts Academy in Pontiac to open this fall
The New Sarah J. Webber Media Arts
Academy in Pontiac will open its doors to K
through 5 students this fall with plans to add a
grade level each year through grade 12. In
addition to a modern learning environment,
technology and creativity converge to offer
students training in the media arts beginning
in grade three. The comprehensive program
is built around both the technical and creative
side of radio broadcast, video production,

television, film, journalism, and more.
“The core curriculum will form a solid
foundation in class sizes under 21 students,”
said Art McDonald, Co-Founder “...our
students will gain a comprehensive education and marketable skills that equip them for
numerous college and/or career leadership
opportunities.”
The campus is located at 48980
Woodward Avenue which is between Cass

and Ceasar Chavez in Pontiac. For more
information visit www.WebberMAA.com
About the Sarah J Webber
Media Arts Academy
The Webber Media Arts Academy is
authorized by Lake Superior State University
as one of its 22 charter schools. The Webber
Academy is designed to be a leader in today’s
educational makeup. Through a process of re-
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imaging today’s educational system, our
radio broadcast and video and film programs
will increase student’s awareness and abilities
to possess and demonstrate: strong communication skills, enhanced team building and
networking skills, high levels of creativity,
engaging speaking and presentation abilities,
varied writing proficiencies, and savvy technical competencies.
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Time with Dad: Helping Families with Visitation Arrangements
By Joy Moses
©
2013 Center for American Progress
Families have been changing and
evolving over the past several decades.
Increases in divorce rates and unwed pregnancies continue to drive the rise in singleparent households; the trend is most prevalent among families living in poverty and
African American families. Unfortunately,
policies have largely failed to keep up with
these trends, and as a result, families suffer.
As we celebrate another Father’s Day, we
should consider revising one federal program
that could benefit fathers, as well as children
and families: Child Support Enforcement, or
CSE. As its name implies, the program is
already working to help families with their
child-support arrangements and issues. But it
could play a greater role in visitation, a key
to fostering and maintaining the connection
between fathers and their children.
The need
Currently, 35 percent of families are
headed by single parents, usually mothers,
leaving many children to grow up in homes
without their fathers. Those numbers are a lot
higher for families living in poverty (69
percent) and African American families (63
percent). Various studies suggest that
connections to active and nurturing fathers
are associated with positive factors for children such as better verbal skills, academic
achievement, and social connections with
peers. Despite these findings, current
systems don’t make it easy for low-income
fathers to establish formal arrangements for
spending time with their children. The
combination of growing changes in family
structure and the inherent value to a child of
having a good connection with their father
suggests a significant pool of families may
be able to benefit from visitation assistance.
While there is limited information available about the demand for visitation assistance, we do know that the nation’s free
legal-services providers turn away more than
390,000 requests for family-law help a year
due to lack of resources. And localized
efforts such as Texas’s Access and Visitation
hotline are overwhelmed with requests for
assistance.
Families currently have only one place to
turn to get help with their visitation needs:
state and locally funded family-court
systems. But there is potentially a second
place to turn: the Child Support Enforcement
system.
Visitation help through the courts
The primary avenue for resolving visitation issues is through the state courts.
Unfortunately, that system has its challenges.
In 2011 the American Bar Association
passed a resolution declaring that statejustice systems were underfunded and in
crisis. Court services were already being cut
before the Great Recession; since then, additional cuts of 10 percent to 15 percent have
meant serious consequences, including
failure to fill judicial vacancies, staff layoffs,
and case backlogs.
This funding crisis is affecting the courts’
ability to serve families, but there is another
major issue at play: the rising costs of attorneys’ fees. This is a primary reason why
more low-income and middle-class families
are representing themselves in court, particularly in family matters. Pro se litigants, or
people who represent themselves, must learn
to navigate often-complex court processes
without a lawyer. This can be frustrating for

the individual, while also taking longer to
resolve. And large numbers of these cases
can clog the system, causing everyone to
wait longer to have their issues heard.
The potential for visitation help from CSE
These court-system challenges suggest an
unrecognized value of the Child Support
Enforcement system: its potential to provide
an accessible means of helping families with
visitation agreements using a mixture of
federal and state funding. But the key word is
“potential,” since visitation or parentingtime agreements are currently not integrated
into CSE services.
The Office of Child Support Enforcement
does administer a small Access and
Visitation Grant that has existed since 1997.
But its nationwide budget has never
increased above $10 million per year, despite
bipartisan support to grow the effort from
both former President George W. Bush and
President Barack Obama. Recently, the
Obama administration went a step further,
recommending the incorporation of visitation arrangements in all new child-support
orders.
Unless Congress acts on the administration’s recommendation, CSE families must
continue to struggle with two separate
processes: one for child support and the other
for visitation. This stands in stark contrast to
divorcing families who are not involved in
CSE—they pursue just one court process that
simultaneously resolves both child support
and visitation questions. Ultimately, a bifur-

cated process wastes resources of the courts,
as well as those of mothers and fathers.
Moving forward
CSE should integrate visitation assistance
into its service model; however, it should be
sure to do so in ways that most benefit children and families. Making mediation and
other forms of alternative dispute resolution
universally available to families is a great
start.
Considered a best practice in family
courts across the nation, mediation and
similar forms of alternative dispute resolution involve both parents in the negotiating

process, along with the help of a third party.
Parents are empowered to make their own
decisions, creating individualized decisions
that best suit the needs of their families.
When compared to adversarial court
processes, various studies have associated
family-law mediation with a whole host of
positive outcomes that include higher rates
of parental satisfaction, children spending
more time with their fathers, and improved
co-parenting relationships. In addition to this
general research, limited federal investments
in mediation through the federal Access and
Visitation Program have demonstrated
similar results for the populations already
being served by CSE:
• Parenting-time increases. Forty-one
percent to 42 percent of parents who reached
an agreement reported that fathers were
spending more time with their children postmediation.
• Some children’s behavior improves.
Thirty percent to 39 percent of mothers
reported that their children’s behavior
improved after mediation, although a smaller
number reported the opposite—that their
child’s behavior worsened.
• Co-parenting relationships showed
signs of improvement. Fathers who
reported that their relationship with the other
parent was “hostile and angry” dropped from
39 percent to 17 percent post-mediation.
Similarly, mothers reported a drop from 36
percent to 14 percent.
• Parents were more likely to pay
support. Forty-four percent to 64 percent of
fathers increased their child-support
payments after participating in mediation to
develop visitation arrangements. Even
greater gains were made by fathers who were
never married to the mothers, and by fathers
who were not making full payments prior to
mediation.
A growing number of families—not just
fathers—stand to benefit from visitation or
parenting-time assistance. The courts are one
available resource but they are experiencing
some significant crises. The nation should
view Child Support Enforcement as another
resource for meeting the need for visitation
help. In doing so, however, they must change
the CSE model to universally incorporate
proven strategies that promote the well-being
of families: mediation and other forms of
alternative dispute resolution. Cultural shifts
such as this are difficult, but with appropriate
guidance from our lawmakers and the
administration, it is possible.
Joy Moses is a Senior Policy Analyst with
the Poverty and Prosperity program at the
Center for American Progress. ©2013 Center
for American Progress

HELP YOUR CHILD GET BETTER GRADES
AND TEST SCORES IN SCHOOL!
Order Your Copies of The Parent Success Kit
and The Student Success Kit Today
Contact YDI @
YDIyouthDevelop@aol.com
or
Call TPN @
248-758-1411
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248.451.9500
340 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Order online captiancrust.com
Like Is On
Cash
Benefits
Facebook
M-Th 10am-12pm | Fri-Sat 10-1am | Sun 12 Noon-11pm

Delivery | Dine In
Caryouts | Catering

BEST VALUE FOR THE
BUCK ANYWHERE!!
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Serius Art Explosion
Friday, August 23 – Saturday August 24
Downtown Pontiac
The Serius Art Explosion is a two-day art and music festival
that will be open to the public. With a $2 entry fee, the
community will have a chance to listen to a variety of bands
and solo artists, viewcreative artwork and enjoy great food
and other merchant vendors. There will also be a Serius Kid’s
Zone where children ages 2 to 17 can enjoy themselves.
The Serius Art Explosion will start at 11 a.m. and
end at 10 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, August 23rd-24th.
We will also be hosting an art competition… Show more for all
artists who would like a chance at winning $4,000 in prizes. The
$25 application fee allows all artists to join the competition.

Idlewild Property for Sale
Own a piece of African American History in Idlewild.

Pontiac Central High School

Class of 1968
45th Class Reunion
Crowne Plaza Hotel
1500 Opdyke Rd. - Auburn Hills, MI

FRI. & SAT., AUG. 30 & 31, 2013
For Information contact 248-758-1411
thepontiacnews@sbcglobal.net

The

Pontiac News
Subscription Order Form
Yes, I would like to receive The Pontiac News at my
( ) Business or ( ) Home ( ) Church
Cost of subscription is $26 annually or .50 per issue

16 lots including a 1400 sq.ft. unfinished
block frame house. A deal of a life time $ 7,500

Call 248- 276-0449

OAKLAND COUNTY
LAND SALE & AUCTION
The Oakland County Land Sale will be held at 10 a.m. Aug. 26
through 28 at Ultimate Soccer Arena, 867 South Blvd., Pontiac.
Those interested in participating in the land sale can visit the
Oakland County Treasurer’s website at www.oakgov.com/treasurer
for more information on available properties and how to register.

Advertisement Information
Please complete information below if you want to place an ad
in The Pontiac News.
Name of Business ______________________________________
Business Address

______________________________________

Name and Title of Authorized Person

______________________

Telephone # __________________Fax ______________________

Company______________________________________________
Email ________________________________________________

Name_________________________________________________
Website Address ________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________
City/State/Zip__________________________________________
Telephone #______________________Fax # _________________
Email Address__________________________________________
Website Address________________________________________

Mail completed Subscription Form to: The Pontiac News - P.O.
Box 431412 - Suite 1, Pontiac, Michigan 48343.
Email thepontiacnews@sbcglobal.net
Phone - 248-758-1411 www.thepontiacnews.com

Ads should be submitted in a Word, jpg, pdf, or tiff and payment must accompany ad. Deadline for submission of ad copy is 2 weeks prior to publication date
(See Media Kit for ad size, cost, publication dates and related information).

Ad Form to: The Pontiac News - P.O. Box 431412 - Suite 1,
Pontiac, Michigan 48343.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A
CONTRIBUTING WRITER, OR DISTRIBUTOR OF
TPN PLEASE CONTACT US IMMEDIATELY!
Email thepontiacnews@sbcglobal.net Phone - 248-758-1411

www.thepontiacnews.com
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