Reading A Plat Map
Townships
Oakland County is a
square.
It’s divided into 25 townships, 5 across and 5 down.
Each township is also a
square, 6 miles by 6 miles.
Each township is assigned
a number and range.
They are in order from the
bottom left to the top right.
South Lyon is Township 1
North, Range 7 East.
Addison Township is
Township 5 North, Range
11 East.

Sections
Each township is divided
into sections, numbered
from right to left and then
left to right in the next
row.
A section is 1 mile square,
or 640 acres.
Sections are divided into 4
quarters, 160 acres each,
and subdivided again.
We still use this system
today. Look at your deed.
(Tip: read from the bottom
up)

Find the name of the
landowner for this plot of
land:
“The north east half of
the south east quarter of
Section 16, Township 3
North, Range 10 East,
containing eighty acres”.

Plat Map Factoids
Interesting!

Here are sections 15 and 16 in Pontiac Township, 1896.

Reading Tips
A black dot is a house. Schools and The road cutting Section 16 in half is
churches look like schools and
Joslyn Road.
churches. A cemetery has a cross.
The road cutting Section 15 in half is
Dotted lines are school districts. Lines Giddings Road.
with dashes through them are
railroads.
The road at the top boundary of both
sections is Walton Boulevard.
A “z” line across a boundary means the
same owner for both plots.
The road angling from the bottom of
Section 16 through the middle of SecThe number below the land owner’s tion 15 is Perry, aka “The Lapeer Road”.
name is how many acres in the plot.
Roads often follow section lines. That’s
where we get the “mile roads” we use
today.
Ask us about our plat map collection, and how you can learn about your history through them.

