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New Interim Superintendant 
Dr. Linda Paramore & Master Teacher
Eloise Williams (left) at Crofoot after

Michelle Obama Event.

The August 5 election is very important for the future of Pontiac and Auburn Hills, listed below are 3
critical elected positions that will impact our future for many years to come. Please study the candidates
that are running and cast your vote for the person that is most qualified to serve and represent the 
residents of our Communities! 

“REMEMBER
TO GET OUT

AND VOTE ON 
TUESDAY 

AUGUST 5,
2008”

State Representative
Candidates District 29

(Vote for 1)

50th District Court
Judges (Vote For 1)

Oakland County
Commissioners 10th

District (Vote For 1)

Kone Bowman Frances Finnegan

Tim Melton

Elmeka Allen Ronda Fowlkes-
Gross

Richard Terrell Taylor

Merri  Dorkins Mattie McKinney
Hatchett  



In his Gettysburg Address, Abraham Lincoln called democ-
racy “government of the people, by the people and for the
people.” It means that we are not here to serve our govern-
ment, but that our government is here to serve us - and we have
the right to decide who will represent us and how we want to
be represented. It means that we have one of the greatest rights
any free people can have: the right to vote.  

Voting is a right that, throughout history, many have fought
for and sacrificed everything to achieve. It's a right that people
continue to fight for and that millions of people throughout the
world still do not enjoy. As Americans, we have the great priv-
ilege to live in a free society and voting is the right that makes
us free.  

Why Should I Vote?
Maybe you're asking yourself, “With all the millions of

people who vote in any given election, does my vote really
count?” Or perhaps you feel like you can't really make a differ-
ence, so why bother? The truth is that your vote does count and
you do make a difference every time you vote!  

Your vote holds your local and national leaders responsible
for the decisions they make. Your vote sends a message about
the issues you think are important. Your vote affirms our rights
as free citizens to elect our government and take part in
democracy. Without voting, there could be no democracy.

Maybe you know other people who choose not to vote
because they feel like what goes on in the government doesn't
affect them. The truth is, it does…in many ways. Elected offi-
cials make all sorts of decisions that can directly affect your

life. The President and Congress you elect will decide whether
to raise or lower taxes, make economic policies that could
affect your job and decide when or if to use military force.
There are also local elections, which can have an even more
immediate and personal effect on you, your lifestyle and your
community.  

Vote because you care about your community. Vote because
you believe in free government and want to add your voice.
Vote because it will make you feel good to participate and have
a say. Vote because it's the right thing to do!

Young People and Voting
The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen

years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States or by any State on account of age.
- 26th Amendment to the United States Constitution

In 1971, the 26th Amendment to the United States
Constitution gave everyone 18 years of age or older the right to
vote. The Pontiac News considers getting out the youth vote to
be of great importance and is committed to providing the
education and resources necessary to encourage young people
to register and vote.

As more young people register to vote and head out to the
polls, the more you will see your elected officials taking an
active interest in what's important to young voters. This is
already happening and you can make a difference by casting
your vote and encouraging your friends to do the same.
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To serve The City of Pontiac and nearby
communities as the leading information source that
empowers our community, while never compro-
mising the principles of truth and fairness in
reporting.

We measure our effectiveness based on the
following core values:
• Provide leadership that contributes to the better-
ment of our community.
• Reflect our community in everything we do.
• Build credibility by accepting nothing less than
the highest standard of excellence.
• Exercise our "watchdog" role by seeking solu-
tions for and protecting those living within our
community.
• Help our customers grow and prosper by
providing useful information.

Several decades ago, Pontiac residents could
pick up a newspaper and expect solid reporting
from a locally owned newspaper business with a
focus on this community.

However as Michigan participated in social and
political change in the United States, its media
outlets moved in the opposite direction, falling
victim to the corporate expansion and consolida-
tion that was  taking shape at the state, regional and
national levels. Out-of-state conglomerates have

bought many of the best dailies. In an attempt to
keep pace with these fierce new competitors, the
former Pontiac Press, changed its name to the
Oakland Press, expanded its market area in order to
serve the entire Oakland County community.  As a
consequence of this change, Pontiac experienced a
void in its  need for a news source with a local
flavor. The birth of The Pontiac News eliminates
that void and fills that need.  

The Pontiac News will specifically focus on
this city. Through our bi-weekly newspaper and
web site, we will provide an independent perspec-
tive with a commitment to credible investigations.
It will also include provocative and informative
stories that others either miss or choose to ignore.

Too often, today's media spins their news
coverage in a political rather than a human light.
Stories and subjects are tagged as "left" or "right,"
ignoring the subtleties and nuances that define The
City of Pontiac.

The Pontiac News will reinvigorate the credo
that journalism speaks for the individual, checks
abuses of power, and stands vigilant in the protec-
tion of democracy and free speech. By hosting
regular editorial meetings throughout the city, and
presenting news in a community context, we will
give Pontiac citizens a unifying forum from which
to view and address today's issues. Knowing that
Pontiac residents value news and perspectives from
beyond their borders, the Pontiac News will also
provide timely and provocative stories from around
the county, state, country, and the world, through an
independent network of writers and subscriptions
to various news wire services.

Our pledge to you -- readers, advertisers, and
subscribers -- is to provide socially responsible
news and opinions on a human scale. With news
stories from throughout the city, we will be the
voice of the community, a place where Pontiac citi-
zens can share ideas and forge solutions. Those
outside Pontiac can look to The Pontiac News as a

showcase for "the Pontiac way," which personifies
the unique ability to solve problems and define
community issues related to political, educational,
religious and social matters.

Our business model is unique in its approach
because Pontiac is a unique city.  A bi-weekly
newspaper, combined with our web site will
provide you with breaking stories as they become
available to us, no matter where they come from
including Pontiac, Oakland County, the State of
Michigan in the U.S. or around the globe.

Thank you for reading the TPN and taking us
into your homes, schools and businesses. Please
pray wtth us that we will do good work when
reporting the news concerning the City of Pontiac
and never hesitate to let us know what you think!

The Pontiac News Mission Statement

Publisher R. Frank Russell

The Pontiac News is dedicated to providing balanced
news about The City of Pontiac and surrounding communi-
ties! 

The Pontiac News was founded and established in
February 2007 and will be published bi-weekly beginning in
August  2007.  As a major community and the county seat of
Oakland County we believe that The City of Pontiac should
have a newspaper that is dedicated to providing information
and news about this great and historical city. 

The Pontiac News is a community minded newspaper
that will not only serve readers but also businesses and local
organizations and will strive to be the paper of record for local
municipal units including The City of Pontiac, and the
Pontiac School District. 

This bi-weekly newspaper, The Pontiac News, has been
established to cover areas in our retail zone including Pontiac,
Auburn Hills, Waterford, Bloomfield and other nearby
communities (and other school districts). 

The Pontiac News will be distributed to over 25,000
homes in The City of Pontiac and nearby communities and
over 1,000 area businesses, organizations and agencies. We
will eventually create a computer database for all addresses in
the zip codes contained in the basic Pontiac News circulation
area. A computer program will be designed to generate labels
for all households and businesses in those zip codes in order
to   reach a total of more than 30,000 homes and businesses in
our retail area by mail or by door to door delivery service. 

In addition to better serving the business community with
expanded circulation to cover the retail zone, The Pontiac
News will have a great product for readers. We will often
feature full 4 color pictures on the front page and occasionally
elsewhere in the paper. We will also have the Associated Press
wire for news features, local writers to augment our local
news, and feature coverage.  The Pontiac News web site will
be launched in the near future to expand and supplement our
news coverage and advertising reach. 

We will continue to find better ways to serve our
customers. 

About The Pontiac News
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George Washington was not the First President of the USA

Source: Dick Gregory World Wide Web a service of the Afrocentric News Network Information
Services. All Rights Reserved.

A "Black" Man, A Moor, John Hanson

Was the First President of the United States! 1781-1782 A.D.???
George Washington was really the 8th President of the United States! 

George Washington was not the first President of the United
States. In fact, the first President of the United States was one John
Hanson. Don't go checking the encyclopedia for this guy's name - he
is one of those great men that are lost to history. If you're extremely
lucky, you may actually find a brief mention of his name. 

The new country was actually formed on March 1, 1781 with the
adoption of The Articles of Confederation.   This document was actu-
ally proposed on June 11, 1776, but not agreed upon by Congress
until November 15, 1777. Maryland refused to sign this document
until Virginia and New York ceded their western lands (Maryland
was afraid that these states would gain too much power in the new
government from such large amounts of land). 

Once the signing took place in 1781, a President was needed to run the country. John Hanson
was chosen unanimously by Congress (which included George Washington). In fact, all the other
potential candidates refused to run against him, as he was a major player in the revolution and an
extremely influential member of Congress. 

As the first President, Hanson had quite the shoes to fill. No one had ever been President and
the role was poorly defined. His actions in office would set a precedent for all future Presidents. 

He took office just as the Revolutionary War ended. Almost immediately, the troops demanded
to be paid. As would be expected after any long war, there were no funds to meet the salaries. As
a result, the soldiers threatened to overthrow the new government and put Washington on the
throne as a monarch. 

All the members of Congress ran for their lives, leaving Hanson as the only guy left running
the government. He somehow managed to calm the troops down and hold the country together. If
he had failed, the government would have fallen almost immediately and everyone would have
been bowing to King Washington. In fact, Hanson sent 800 pounds of sterling siliver by his
brother Samuel Hanson to George Washington to provide the troops with shoes.

Hanson, as President, ordered all foreign troops off American soil, as well as the removal of all
foreign flags. This was quite the feat, considering the fact that so many European countries had a
stake in the United States since the days following Columbus.  Hanson established the Great Seal
of the United States, which all Presidents have since been required to use on all official docu-
ments.  President Hanson also established the first Treasury Department, the first Secretary of War,
and the first Foreign Affairs Department. Lastly, he declared that the fourth Thursday of every
November was to be Thanksgiving Day, which is still true today. 

The Articles of Confederation only allowed a President to serve a one year term during any
three year period, so Hanson actually accomplished quite a bit in such little time.  Six other presi-
dents were elected after him - Elias Boudinot (1783), Thomas Mifflin (1784), Richard Henry Lee
(1785), Nathan Gorman (1786), Arthur St. Clair (1787), and Cyrus Griffin (1788) - all prior to
Washington taking office. 

So what happened? 
Why don't we ever hear about the first seven Presidents of the United States? It's quite simple

- The Articles of Confederation didn't work well. The individual states had too much power and
nothing could be agreed upon. A new doctrine needed to be written - something we know as the
Constitution. And that leads us to the end of our story. 

George Washington was definitely not the first President of the United States. He was the first
President of the United States under the Constitution we follow today. And the first seven
Presidents are forgotten in history. 

Did You Know

Law Offices of
CYRILL C.. HALL,, P.C.
Attorney And Counselor At Law

Dr. Harry L. Riggs Building
149 Franklin Blvd

Pontiac, Michigan 48341
(Phone) 248-333-7880 
(Fax) 248-333-7924

Email: CYRILHALLLAW@SBCGLOBAL.NET

Michigan Department of State Bureau of Elections
New Voter Identification Requirement in Effect

Due to a recent court ruling, every Michigan voter who offers to vote in the
polls must comply with the requirement by showing picture identification or
signing an affidavit attesting that he or she is not in possession of picture
identification. (See MCL 168.523 for picture identification requirement)

Voters with picture identification: Voters can satisfy the picture identifi-
cation requirement by showing a Michigan driver’s license or a Michigan
personal identification card.

Voters who do not possess either document may show any of the follow-
ing forms of picture identification as long as they are current:
• Driver’s license or personal identification card issued by another state
• Federal or state government-issued photo identification
• U.S. passport
• Military identification card with photo
• Student identification with photo from a high school or an accredited
institution of higher education
• Tribal identification card with photo

Voters without picture identification: Michigan election law anticipates
that not all voters will have picture identification. Voters who do not bring
picture identification to the polls or do not possess picture identification
can vote like any other voter by signing an affidavit.
Questions regarding the picture identification requirement can be directed
to your local city or township clerk’s office.
For more election related information, visit www.michigan.gov/vote.

The back of the $2 bill has an engraving of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence. In the image is a man who has dark skin and wearing a powdered wig while
sitting at the table just to the left of the men standing in the center of the engraving. This
dark skinned man is John Hanson in his position as president of the continental congress.

In the original painting hanging in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda, the dark skinned man does
not appear!!!

What is on the Back of the Two Dollar Bill?

Notice to Voters:



Mark Twain Elementary

Pontiac Voting Precincts

Pontiac Voting Locations
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Sample Ballot-Front

Location Precinct

1 Jefferson Jr High - 600 Motor 1 & 2 

2 Bowens Center - 52 Bagley 3 & 4 

3 Crofoot Elem - 250 W. Pike 7

4 Pontiac Central High - 300 W. Huron 5,6,8, 9 & 23

5 Lincoln Jr. High - 131 Hillside 10 & 12 

6 Alcott Elementary - 460 W. Kennett 11 & 13

7 Kennedy Jr. High - 1700 Baldwin 14 & 15

8 Lebaron Elementary - 1033 Barkell 16

9 Pontiac Northern High - 1051 Arlene 17 & 18 

10 Herrington Elementary - 541 Bay 19 & 20 

11 Ruth Petersen - 990 Joslyn 21 & 24 

12 Howard Dell Center - 345 Edison 22 

13 Longfellow Elementary - 31 N Astor 25 & 26 

14 Holland Center - 469 Martin L King Blvd S 27 & 28
Sample Ballot Continued on Page 5
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Oakland County Scores 12th 
Straight National Budget Award 

For the 12th consec-
utive time, the Oakland
County Department of
Management and
Budget, Fiscal Services
Division, has captured
the prestigious
Distinguished Budget
Presentation Award
from the Government
Finance Officers of the
United States and

Canada (GFOA).
Oakland County is one of only seven

counties out of 82 in Michigan and one of 189
out of more than 3,000 nationally to be
accorded this honor.

This award is particularly rewarding
because we were able to achieve it at a time
when, because of tight budget constraints
affecting local government, the need for clear,
meaningful, useful budget and financial infor-
mation for citizens and policy makers is more
crucial than ever, said Tim Soave, manager of
the Fiscal Services Division.

The GFOA guidelines for earning this
award is based on how well the budget being
presented serves as a policy document, a
financial plan, an operating guide and a
communications device.

This award is further proof that Oakland
County's financial ship of state is being
piloted by a crew of dedicated, professional
and very talented men and women, said
Oakland County Executive L. Brooks
Patterson.  The citizens of this great county
should sleep very soundly at night knowing
that their hard earned tax dollars are in very

capable hands.
The Government Finance Officers

Association is a non-profit professional asso-
ciate serving 17,500 government finance
professionals throughout North America.

Oakland County Health and 
Wellness Expo Deadline Extended 

Oakland County Executive L. Brooks
Patterson announced today that the deadline
for vendors to sign up to participate in the
Health and Wellness Expo has been extended
to September 5th.

The Expo is being held at the Shotwell
Gustafson Pavilion on the campus of Oakland
University in Rochester from 10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 4th.  The
event is in conjunction with the inaugural
Brooksie Way Half Marathon and 5K Race
which is being run the following day, Sunday,
October 5th, also at the Rochester-based
campus.

With some 10,000 people expected to
attend the expo, this is a wonderful opportu-
nity for companies to reach out to the commu-
nity with their message of health and well-
ness, Patterson said. 

Patterson says exhibitors will be provided
a 10 x 10 booth space, one 8 skirted table and
two chairs at a cost of $325.  Exhibitors are
encouraged to provide educational materials
about their services or products as well as
offer merchandise for sale that fits the health
and wellness theme of the expo. 

Please contact Pam Tremble at 248-858-
8964 with any questions about becoming an
exhibitor or by email at BrooksieWayExpo
@oakgov.com.

Information copied from Oakland County website
© 2002-2008 Oakland County, Michigan

Maryy C.. Russell
Cateringg Services

Specializing in Healthy Soul Food

Beef • Chicken • Turkey • Fish
Baked • Broiled • Barbequed • Steamed • Fried

Great Side Dishes & Salads

For a price Quote call 

248-451-1665
or E-mail celestemcr5@aol.com

Try Mary’s Famous
Grilled Barbequed Salmon   

Fish Balls• Fresh Fruit Salad

Delicious Desserts
Carrot Cake • Peach Cobbler  

Carrot & Squash Pies
(Taste as good as Granny’s Sweet Potato Pie)

eP.A.D. Studio
Printing & Design • Rasheed Shabazz - Owner

Logos - Flyers - Custom T-Shirts - Brochures
Everything for your design and printing needs!

100 N. Saginaw Suite E
Downtown Pontiac, MI 48342

248-877-3044
rasheed@epadstudio.com

L. Brooks
Patterson 

What’s Happening In Oakland CountySample Ballot-Back
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Kofi Annorh - African Correspondent

Mr. Annorh will be providing TPN with
news about events and opportunities related
to building an alliance with the peoples,
governments and businesses on the African
Continent. Pictured above is a photo of Kofi
with George Haley the keynote speaker at the
17th Annual U.S. - Africa Sister Cities
Conference that was held in Lansing,
Michigan July 23 through July 26, 2008. 

This conference is a worldwide gathering
of representatives of government, tradition-
alists, cultural and higher education institu-
tions, artists, educators, health professionals
and students coming together to address
issues pertinent to strengthening relation-
ships between the United States of America
and African nations.  The Honorary Co-
Chairpersons of this event were Governor
Jennifer Granholm, US Senator Carl Levin,
Debbie Stabenow and Congressman Mike
Rogers

By: Kathryn Prater kprater@lsj.com
African-Americans have come a long

way since the days of slavery, but they still

have more to achieve, a black activist said
Saturday.

George Haley, brother of Pulitzer Prize
winning author Alex Haley, spoke in Lansing
on the closing day of the 17th annual U.S.-
Africa Sister Cities Conference. The four-
day conference marks the first time the inter-
national event took place in Lansing.

"We've made a lot of progress, but I
hasten to add that there are many, many
things undone," George Haley said.

His brother wrote the book, "Roots," in
1976. Shortly after, it was transformed into a
television miniseries.

"Roots" traces the Haley family heritage
from Kunta Kinte, an African ancestor sold
into slavery in the 1700s, through the
family's days of freedom in the United
States.

Haley, 82, has been a lawyer, civil-rights
activist and politician, including serving as
ambassador to The Gambia for several years.

He praised the work of notable blacks
such as U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice, golfer Tiger Woods, talk show host
Oprah Winfrey and Democratic presidential
nominee Sen. Barack Obama, D-Illinois.

"We have become involved in, knowl-
edgeable about and participants in about
every segment of our nation's affairs," Haley
said.

But African-Americans need to become
invested in the well-being of Africa to help it
reach its full potential, he said.

"Africa demands the world's attention,"
Haley said. "We must identify and become
involved with the development and
economic growth in Africa. Sit-ins and
boycotts certainly have had great impact on
occasion, but political and economic power-
houses determine our destiny."

About 150 people attended the confer-
ence last week, said Althea Phillips, a
member of the Lansing Regional Sister
Cities Commission.

Many attendees traveled from Africa,
including 36 people from Ghana, where

Lansing has a sister city - Aquapem South
District.

Martha Fujita, a conference organizer and
special assistant to Lansing Mayor Virg
Bernero, said the event "really makes the
global-local connections real, more than just
a slogan."

"It was a real encouragement for young
people to seek education and to seek their
roots," Lansing resident Wanda Price, 71,
said after hearing Haley's speech.

Besides the cultural and educational
opportunities, Mayor Bernero - who intro-
duced Haley at the event - said the confer-
ence has helped Lansing build economic
bridges with African nations.

"I think it's going to result in a great
marriage of our business community to these
African countries," he said.

"Already a number of potential partner-
ships have surfaced and are evolving as we
understand our needs."

Tuesday, August 5th
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Africa - & World News

17th Annual U.S.-Africa
Sister Cities Conference

R OYAL SEALCOATING

“We take pride in maintaining your investment”
• Brush Applied
• Full Insured
• Driveway and Parking Lot Sealcoating
• Crack Filling
• Asphalt Patching
• Stripping
• 9 Years Experience/Guaranteed Workmanship

248-253-7050
P.O. Box 431915 • Pontiac, MI 48343

Asphalt Maintenance and Repair
Commercial and Residential Services

Free 
Estimates

George Haley, Host Chairperson Barbara Roberts Mason & Lansing
Mayor Virg Bernero

National Chairperson Shirley Rivens Smith & Frank Russell
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JobLink Service Center
1847 North Perry, Pontiac, MI 48340 

TTY 800.649.3777 or 711

Looking for a Job?  
Looking for Employees?

Contact us at 248.276.1777
A Michigan Works! One-Stop Center

Employers and jobseekers alike are invited to take advantage of the following FREE services: 

Employment Services/Job Seekers
Labor Market Information

Resume Writing Software

Employment Preparation Workshops

Access to the Michigan 

Talent Bank Website

Career Training

Business Services/Employers
Advertising of job openings 

on Michigan Talent Bank

Pre-screening and Assessment

Recruitment of Qualified Applicants 

Interview Space 

On-site Job Fairs

Operated by Oakland Schools.  Funded by Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth through Oakland County
Workforce Development Board 1.800.285.WORKS  Auxiliary Aides and Services Available upon request
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Paid for the Committee to Elect Ronda Fowlkes Gross 670 Second Ave.  Pontiac, MI  48340       248-335-5922

Elect

McKinney HatchettMattie
RRee--

EEllee
cctt

Remember to VOTE August 5th & November 4th

Democrat for Oakland County Commissioner
Lifetime of Service
As an educator, community leader, and a civil servant, Ms. Hatchett has always put Pontiac first. We’ve always
been able to count on her to help and support Pontiac’s children, families, and seniors. Mattie’s leadership is 
valued at the local, state, and national level. As a result, she’s able to better serve our community, fix problems,
and make our city better.  In these tough times, we need a leader that’s never stopped fighting for positive
change in our community.

Effective Leadership
Mattie’s leadership is valued at the local, state, and national level. As a result, she’s able to better serve our 
community, fix problems, and make our city better.  In these tough times, we need a leader that’s never stopped
fighting for positive change in our community.

Vision for the Future
She’s one of us, and shares our values. As our county commissioner, Mattie will fight to create good-paying jobs
for the people of Pontiac, insure quality health care for our families, and make sure our voice is heard.    

Endorsed by: UAW Region 1

Paid for by the Committe to Elect Mattie McKinney Hatchett
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The Six Habits of Fiscally Responsible
School Districts is an article that was written
by Dr. Kirk A. Johnson and Elizabeth Moser
of The Mackinaw Center for Public Policy, a
nonprofit research and educational institute
headquartered in Midland, Michigan.  This
article continues from the sixth issue of TPN.
This week's article continues with Habit  - 6 -
Reform Collective Bargaining. 

Habit 6: Reform Collective Bargaining
The sixth and final habit of fiscally

responsible public school districts is
collective bargaining reform. Michigan's
compulsory union law, the Public
Employment Relations Act (PERA)
requires collective bargaining where
employees have unionized, but many of
these collective bargaining agreements
restrict school administrators' ability to do
their jobs, and therefore unnecessarily
block fiscally responsible reforms.

This is not to say that individual
employees should not be free to associate

in any organization they choose. At the
same time, school boards should not
necessarily be forced to negotiate collec-
tive bargaining agreements and should be
free to negotiate individually with
teachers, if they so desire.

Every school day, the current wide-
spread collective bargaining regime makes
a financial difference in school's opera-
tions, educational environment, and the
ability of children to learn. School districts
therefore have a fiduciary interest in
assuring that collective bargaining is not
so burdensome that it diverts precious
resources from student learning.

From a 1998 analysis of more than 500
collective bargaining agreements, seven
improvements (not already suggested in
previous sections) are recommended to
assure that these agreements allow effec-
tive school management. Many of these
problems may be avoided by demanding
well-worded contract language.
Implementing the seven improvements
will dramatically enhance the ability of
public school districts to enact needed
reforms.

Improvement #1: Strengthen
Management Rights Clauses

Every collective bargaining agreement
should specifically detail the rights and
responsibilities that remain vested in the
school board. As elected officials, school
board members form the only public body
with the legitimate responsibility and

authority to operate a school district;
neither teachers nor school employee
unions have been granted authority by the
electorate to undertake this responsibility.

The management rights contract
language, or “rights of the board of educa-
tion,” is the contract provision that estab-
lishes school board control over the opera-
tion of the school district. School districts
should adopt strong management rights
clauses that explicitly designate the
specific, exclusive rights reserved to the
school board, administrators and manage-
ment. 

Improvement #2: Limit Exclusive
Bargaining Representative Clauses

When a public employer recognizes a
collective bargaining representative as the
agent representing the employees in a
defined bargaining unit, PERA grants
exclusive recognition to that agent to act
for those employees in issues involving
wages, hours, and terms and conditions of
employment. In addition to including such
recognition, more than 500 contracts
contain a separate provision by which the
school board agrees not to negotiate with
any other teacher organization.

In other words, if a school board
wished to contract with a math, science or
professional teacher organization for the
purposes of professional development for
its staff members (a term of employment),
it would first require the union's permis-
sion. School boards should remove exclu-

sive bargaining representative clauses that
require such permission before employees
can explore opportunities with other
professional organizations.

Improvement #3: Remove Mandatory
Support Clauses

Many school board members and other
citizens mistakenly believe that union
membership is required for all teachers
working under a collective bargaining
agreement. The truth is that there is no
statute that requires teachers to either
become union members or pay union dues
in the absence of a contractual agreement
between a school district and a union.

The mandatory support clause (some-
times called a “union security” clause), if
included in a collective bargaining agree-
ment, is what forces school employees to
pay union dues. School boards that agree
to such a clause become union financial
enforcers, often by agreeing to fire any
employee who fails to pay dues.

School boards should negotiate manda-
tory support clauses out of their collective
bargaining agreements. The coercive and
unfair nature of such clauses negatively
affects school employees' morale, produc-
tivity and professionalism. Unions that
excel in representing their members will
have no difficulty attracting and keeping
the voluntary support of those members.

Improvements #4, #5, #6 and #7 will
continue in the next issue of TPN.

The Six Habits Of Fiscally Responsible School Districts - Part 7

Moser Johnson

Educational Matters

REVIEWER COMMENTS:
• This handbook is a must for the concerned
parent who wants to help their child succeed in
school.

THIS HANDBOOK WILL HELP
PARENTS TO IMMEDIATELY:

• Help Your Child to Develop a Sense of Responsibility.
• Help Your Child To Read Better and Get Better
Grades and Test Scores In School.
•Help Your Child With His/Her Homework.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS 
AMAZING HANDBOOK:

• Contains Tear Out Work Sheets & Charts To
Help You Help Your Child.
•Sixty Ways to Help Your Child Learn.
•Ten Steps to Improved Reading.
• What The Research Says About Parental
Support.
• Getting Along With Others.

TYPICAL READER COMMENT:
• After reading and applying the material in this
handbook my ability to help my child has
increased 100%.

IRON CLAD GUARANTEE:
• If you're not completely satisfied with this
handbook after you have it for 10 days, return it
for a full refund.

IT WORKS!
• Hundreds of parents have already used this
handbook and are now helping their children
succeed in school, friendships and in sports.

THIS HANDBOOK WILL HELP
THE STUDENT TO IMMEDIATELY:

• Get Better Grades In School
• Get Better Test Scores

HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS 
AMAZING HANDBOOK:

• How To Prepare For Class
• What To Do After Class
• What To Do During Classes
• Test Taking Strategies
• Contains Tear Out Worksheets and Charts
To Help You Get Better Grades

TYPICAL READER COMMENT:
• After reading and applying the material in
this handbook my grades went from a (D-) to
a (B+).

IRON CLAD GUARANTEE:
• If you are not completely satisfied with this
handbook after you have it for 10 days you
may return it for a full refund. 

IT WORKS!
• Hundreds of students have already used this
handbook and are now getting better grades
in School.

Clip Coupon and mail to: The Youth Development Institute  P.O. BOX 431016 - PONTIAC, MICHIGAN 48343
email: YDIyouthDevelop@aol.com
Please send Me_____ Copies of THE PARENT SUCCESS KIT AT $14.95 each plus $2.00 Postage and
Handling. It is my understanding that if I am not completely satisfied with the book after 10 days of receipt, I
can return the book undamaged for a full refund. 
[ ] Money Order Enclosed [ ] Check Enclosed (Make Payable to Youth Development Institute)

Name____________________________ ____________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________ State ______________Zip _________________

Phone Number_____________________ Email Address__________________________________________

Clip Coupon and mail to: The Youth Development Institute  P.O. BOX 431016 - PONTIAC, MICHIGAN 48343
email: YDIyouthDevelop@aol.com
Please send Me_____ Copies of THE STUDENT SUCCESS KIT AT $14.95 each plus $2.00 Postage and
Handling. It is my understanding that if I am not completely satisfied with the book after 10 days of receipt, I
can return the book undamaged for a full refund. 
[ ] Money Order Enclosed [ ] Check Enclosed (Make Payable to Youth Development Institute)

Name_____________________________ _____________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________ State ______________Zip _____________________

Phone Number_____________________ Email Address__________________________________________

REVIEWER COMMENTS:
• This handbook is a must for the serious student
who wants to get better grades in school.
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By: Christopher J. Gearon 

Senior centers in New York City and
parts of South Florida have added something
new to their activities menus-talks on safe
sex and condom giveaways. As growing
numbers of older adults are diagnosed and
living with HIV/AIDS, prevention and coun-
seling services now are being aimed at the
50+ crowd. 

“It's about time,” said Jane Fowler, a 72-
year-old Kansas City, Mo., grandmother,
who was infected with HIV in her 50s. HIV,
short for the human immunodeficiency virus,
is the virus that causes AIDS. After a long
marriage ended, Fowler dated and became
involved with a male friend, and had unpro-
tected sex. Since being diagnosed in 1991,
Fowler has been on a mission to educate
older folks about safe sex and HIV/AIDS
prevention. 

“The lack of education is my biggest
concern-the fact that older people aren't
aware of (HIV/AIDS),” said Fowler, who
founded HIV Wisdom for Older Women.
“How often do you see a HIV prevention
poster with an older face?”

Her concern is justified. Nearly one-third
of all people living with HIV/AIDS are aged
50 and older. According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 115,000 of
the 475,000 people living with HIV/AIDS in
the United States are 50+. That's nearly
double the number in 2001. The real
numbers are likely higher because many

people with HIV/AIDS remain undiagnosed,
according to the CDC.   

Much of the reason HIV/AIDS is
appearing in the older population relates to
antiretroviral drugs and improved treat-
ments, allowing people to live longer with
the virus and disease. Still, the rising rate of
new infections among those 50 and older is
of concern. 

Nearly one of every six new diagnoses of
HIV is in someone aged 50 and older. “The
primary mode of transmission among [the
older] population is sex,” said Stephen
Karpiak, associate director for research at
AIDS Community Research Initiative of
America (ACRIA). The group conducted the
biggest study ever done on HIV/AIDS and
older adults. It found that heterosexual sex is
the mode of transition in more than 60
percent of those over 50 infected during the
last five years with HIV.

It shouldn't be a surprise. “Many older
adults are sexually active,” concluded an
August 2007 study of sexuality among older
adults that appeared in the New England
Journal of Medicine. The problem: many
older adults don't think HIV/AIDS affects
them. Older adults are less likely to use
protection because pregnancy is not an issue
post-menopause. Doctors do not always test
older people for HIV/AIDS. Also to blame,
noted Fowler, is the lack of education and
prevention directed at older adults.

“We need to move beyond the late-night
jokes on Viagra and recognize that sexuality

and intimacy continue to be an important
part of everyone's lives, even after someone
turns 60,” according to Edwin Mendez-
Santiago, commissioner of New York City's
Department for the Aging. Home to the
largest population in the nation living with
HIV/AIDS, New York City recently
launched a $1 million prevention and HIV
education campaign in the city's senior
centers. 

About one-third of New York City resi-
dents with HIV/AIDS are 50 or older. Within
seven years, a majority of people living with
HIV/AIDS in New York City will be 50 and
older, according to the ACRIA study.     

“People are at risk; it doesn't matter who
you are,” said Karpiak. Among older people,
post-menopausal women are especially at
risk, he says. And women of color are partic-
ularly vulnerable. Most got the virus from
sex with infected partners, while many
others got HIV through shared needles.  

Life Savers
“We call it our life savers when we talk

about condoms,” noted Edid Gonzalez,
outreach coordinator with Senior HIV
Intervention Project, an effort by Florida's
Broward and West Palm Beach counties to
provide HIV/AIDS prevention and educa-
tion. The program taps retirees, including an
86-year-old known in area senior centers as
“Condom Grandma,” to become “safe
sexperts” to convince their contemporaries to
get tested for HIV/AIDS. 

Unfortunately, the lack of awareness
about HIV/AIDS among older adults poses
other risks. Typically, it takes about 10 years
for someone infected with HIV to develop
AIDS. Older adults exposed to HIV are also
at greater risk because of weakened immune
systems. Some 40 percent of people develop
AIDS within one year of diagnosis, meaning
they have delayed getting an HIV/AIDS test
and therefore delayed seeking treatment. “It's
quite common for older people to be diag-
nosed later,” said Dr. Timothy Mastro,
deputy director for science in CDC's division
of HIV/AIDS prevention.

That's too bad, because education and a
simple blood test can reverse that trend.
“We'd like to see everyone get tested, at least
one time,” said Mastro. If someone is
infected and remains undiagnosed, “that
person can't get care and their immune
system is being compromised.” Testing can
also help prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS.
For example, two-thirds of infections are
caused by individuals unaware they are
infected.

“People can live decades now with HIV
treatment,” Mastro added.

But doctors and health care providers
need to talk to older patients about their sex
lives, drug use, and HIV/AIDS prevention,
said Fowler, who has not developed AIDS
and considers herself otherwise healthy. She
said, “I expect to die from something else
when my time comes.” 
Source: AARP.org  

Senior Citizens Matters

Celestial
Assisted Living Services & Facilities

Dedicated to Healthy Living & 
Loving Care in a Comfortable

Residential Setting.

For Appointment & Answers to Your Questions:

Phone:  248-451-1665
Email: CelesteMCR5@aol.com

DIVINE BREEZE
Specializing in Residential, Commercial and Industrial Cleaning Services

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
Using Technology in Cleaning Services

Honest, reliable, diligent service
Competitive pricing

Finest sanitary cleaning services

Kofi Annorh, Proprietor

Call Today - Quick Clean

Tel: (248) 636-8448 • FAX: (248) 683-1130
2760 Cherokee Hills #32 Waterford, MI  48328 

Email: kofi@divinebreeze.com 

HIV/AIDS Prevention Pushed for the 50+

Get a great job
you’ll feel great about.

(248) 340-0600
(888) 429-0410

1500 University Dr.
Auburn Hills, MI 48326
www.baker.edu
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By Jennifer Rainey
If you're convinced you need to make

dramatic changes in order to improve your
health, we've got good news. It doesn't have
to be that hard. We've found 50 simple, good-
for-you moves to improve your health from
head to toe - no life altering required. 

Brain
• Breathe deeply and count to 10.

Bottling up anger is the biggest predictor of
headaches, even more than depression or
anxiety, according to a new study from Saint
Louis University. 

• Eat the Mediterranean way. The
Italian Longitudinal Study of Aging found
that people who ate a diet high in mono - and
polyunsaturated fatty acids did better on
cognitive tests. Good sources include olive
oil, butter, cheese and fish. 

• Get more zzz's. Sleep deprivation can
affect your ability to concentrate, remember
information and perform mental tasks. 

• Watch less TV. "Watching TV is to your
brain what sitting on the couch is to your
body: complete absence of use," says David
Niven, Ph.D., author of The 100 Simple
Secrets of Healthy People. Instead, read or do
a crossword puzzle to keep your brain active
and fend off diseases such as Alzheimer's. 

• Take up a musical instrument. Musical
training enhances your brain's ability to
remember words, according to University of
Hong Kong researchers. 

• Add cranberries to your diet.
University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth
scientists have linked cranberry consumption
to stroke protection. Early evidence suggests
that the berries may reduce the oxidative
damage to the brain that occurs during a
stroke.

Eyes 
• Check your computer setup. To avoid

eye strain, make sure your monitor is
centered in front of you, about an arm's length
away, with the top of the screen near eye
level. Keep the glass clean to avoid glare, and
take time to adjust the brightness, contrast
and font size to comfortable levels. 

• Have an omelette. Eggs, along with
colorful fruits and leafy green vegetables,
contain large amounts of lutein, which helps
fight macular degeneration and cataracts. 

Teeth 
• Easy does it when you brush. A recent

British study found that people who brush
longer or harder than necessary can actually
erode their gums and tooth enamel. 

• Rinse wisely. Although a mouth rinse
can freshen breath and prevent cavities, it
may also mask symptoms of poor oral health,
according to Loyola University Health
System researchers. Sometimes an
unpleasant taste in your mouth can signal oral
health problems such as periodontal disease. 

• Drink tea. A University of Illinois study
found that black tea may impede cavity-
causing plaque bacteria. 

Neck and Shoulders
• Hold the telephone. Cradling a phone

between your ear and shoulder contracts neck
muscles and locks the spinal joints, causing
muscle spasms and pain. Instead, hold the
receiver or use a speakerphone. 

Breasts and Ovaries 
• Keep your bedroom dark at night. A

Harvard Nurses' Health Study of night-shift
workers suggests that exposure to light at
nighttime interferes with the body's produc-
tion of melatonin, a hormone that can inhibit
the growth of tumors. 

• Get moving. According to researchers
at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Re-search
Center, brisk walking for just one or two
hours a week can cut your breast cancer risk
by almost 20 percent. 

• Stock up on produce. Eating eight to
10 servings of fruits and vegetables a day can
help lower your risk of developing cancer.
"Foods rich in vitamin A are especially
protective, as this nutrient helps maintain the
ovarian tissues that are most susceptible to
cancer," says Elizabeth Somer, M.A., R.D.,
author of Nutrition for Women. 

Heart 
• Say "om." Meditation helps you relax,

which slows your breathing and heart rate. It
also helps lower blood pressure and reduces
your risk for blood clots. 

• Drink pomegranate juice. This
colorful fruit is high in antioxidants called
polyphenols, which can help reduce athero-
sclerosis (arterial plaque), a major risk factor
for heart disease. 

• Bond with Mom. The Harvard Mastery
of Stress Study found that those who
reported a loving and caring relationship
with their parents were less likely to have a
serious illness such as high blood pressure or
heart disease. 

• Eat soy. To reduce cholesterol levels,
add foods such as tofu or edamame
(soybeans) to your diet five times a week,
says Somer. Get a pet. "An animal is a huge
stress reliever, and a recent study found that
spending time with your pet reduces high
blood pressure by fifteen percent," says Dr.
Niven. 

• Get a flu shot. Older people who got a
flu shot were 19 percent less likely to be
hospitalized for heart disease than those who
didn't, according to a study in The New
England Journal of Medicine. Researchers
think influenza and pneumonia may trigger
heart disease by damaging blood vessels and
limiting blood flow. 

• Skip the elevator. "The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention has found
that if you climb up and down just three
flights a day you'll improve your cardiovas-
cular health and lose about ten pounds over
the course of a year," says Dr. Niven

Lungs 
• Eat an apple a day. A London study

found that eating at least five apples a week
may improve lung function, thanks to a
powerful antioxidant called quercetin that
may protect lungs from the effects of pollu-
tion and cigarette smoke. 
Digestive System 

• Listen to slow music at mealtimes. "A
recent study found that participants who ate
while listening to fast music consumed two
more mouthfuls a minute than those who
listened to slow music," says Dr. Niven. "We
subconsciously mimic the beat, and the
faster you eat, the more likely you are to
overeat." 

• Get more calcium. This powerful
nutrient can protect your colon as well as

your bones. Swedish researchers have found
an association between high dietary intake of
calcium and vitamin D and a decreased risk
of colorectal cancer. 

• Know when to say when. Researchers
from Stony Brook University linked heavy
alcohol consumption (at least nine drinks a
week for more than 10 years) to a higher rate
of colorectal cancer or polyps. However,
moderate consumption of wine was shown to
have a protective effect. 

• Limit antacid intake. A new study
from Austria suggests that over-using antacid
tablets may increase the risk of food allergies
by possibly interfering with digestion. 

• Take a vitamin E supplement. High
blood levels of alpha-tocopherol, a form of
vitamin E, may lower the risk of developing
cancer of the stomach and esophagus,
according to new research from China. 

• Have a cup o' joe. German researchers
have found an antioxidant in coffee that may
protect against colon cancer. Avoiding
caffeine? Decaf also contains the same
compound. 

Back 
• Take a deep stretch. Stretching

muscles in your lower back, shoulders and
chest helps keep your back in alignment and
improve posture. Flexibility can also reduce
your risk of lower back pain by relieving
stress on the spine. Try leaning over and
bending your chest down to your thighs
while seated. 

• Alternate shoulders. Switch sides
frequently when carrying a heavy bag or
briefcase. Too much weight on one side of
your body can cause muscle imbalance that
could turn into chronic back and neck
injuries. 

• Stop the side slouch. "When we stand,
we often put all our weight on one leg, with a
hip jutted out, slightly leaning to one side.
This posture can lead to lower back pain and
muscle imbalances," says Kathy Smith,
creator of Lift Weights to Lose Weight 2.
Instead, center your weight between your
legs and lift your lower abdominals. "It
improves spinal alignment and fights belly
pooch." 

Joints and Muscles 
• Pump iron. Weight-bearing exercise

has been found to reduce joint pain caused
by arthritis and to improve physical function.
The better shape muscles are in, the better
they're able to protect joints from shock. 

• Vary your workouts. "Repeating the
same exercise routine day after day will
cause wear and tear on your muscles," says
Dr. Niven. "It also reduces the overall effect
of the exercise on your body." 

• Keep your balance. Balancing on one
leg works the muscles in your buttocks and
upper legs and can reduce your risk for falls.
Smith recommends this quick exercise:
While standing, start with 15 seconds and
build up to one minute balancing on each leg,
squeezing your buttocks together and lifting
up your midsection. 

• Do a downward dog. Two recent
studies found that practicing yoga in addition
to other therapies can help relieve the pain of
carpal tunnel syndrome and arthritis of the
hands. 

Immune System 
• Eat more yogurt. A Tufts University

study indicates that live active cultures, such
as those found in yogurt, may help make the
immune system more resilient and prevent
infection. 

• Don't microwave vegetables. A recent
study from Spain found that produce loses as
much as 97 percent of its antioxidant proper-
ties when microwaved. The healthiest way to
eat your veggies? Raw or steamed. 

• Limit use of antibacterial soaps and
cleaning products. Overuse can contribute
to the formation of drug-resistant bacteria
and kill off the helpful bacteria our bodies
need. 

• Eat garlic. "Taking garlic at the first
sign of a cold could stave off further symp-
toms," says Somer. It contains compounds
that may have antibiotic, antiviral and anti-
bacterial properties. 

• Try tai chi. A UCLA study found that
practicing this simple combination of medi-
tation and movement can help fight shingles
by increasing immune cell levels by about 50
percent. 

• Focus on the positive. Carnegie Mellon
researchers recently discovered that unhappy
people are three times as likely to get a cold
as happy people. 

Skin 
• Add some zest to your lemonade. A

recent University of Arizona study
concluded that consuming lemon, orange or
grapefruit peel can reduce your risk of skin
cancer by as much as 30 percent. 

• Skip the tanning beds. "You may think
you're getting a healthier tan, but using a
tanning bed exposes your body to fifteen
times the concentration of ultraviolet rays as
going out in the sun," says Dr. Niven. 

Bones
• Work your back. If you're at risk for

osteoporosis, strong back muscles are the
best way to prevent spinal fractures. A 2002
Mayo Clinic study found that women who
didn't perform back-strengthening exercises
for two years were nearly three times as
likely to suffer a compression fracture. 

• Get more K. Several studies have
shown that vitamin K can help maintain bone
density and strength. Sources include leafy
green vegetables, broccoli and plant oils. 

• Go fish! According to Somer, recent re-
search has shown that omega-3 fatty acids
may help regulate the mechanisms that allow
bone to absorb calcium. So be sure to eat
omega-3-rich foods, such as salmon, in addi-
tion to taking a calcium supplement. 

• Skip the soft drinks. The phosphates in
these beverages increase the amount of
calcium excreted into the urine, says Somer. 
Feet

• Try a home pedicure. Professional nail
salons may spread infection through shared
foot baths or sharp instruments used to file
away calluses. 

• Skip magnetic shoe pads. A recent
Mayo Clinic study found no evidence that
magnetic shoe inserts ease foot and heel
pain. Instead, spend your money on more
comfortable, better-fitting shoes. 

Republished with permission from Woman's
Day, a publication of Hachette Filipacchi
Media U.S.

50 Ways to Be Healthier: Feel your best from head to toe! 
Health Watch
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Mrs. Smith-Wright started out as a Mass
Communications major at Oakland University and now
holds a B.A. degree in Nursing Home Administration and
the Certificate of Gerontology and Sociology of the Aging
from Wiley College along with a MBA Degree from East
Texas Baptist University in Management.  She also holds a
Certificate in Filmmaking, Screenwriting and Directing
from the Motion Picture Institute of Michigan.

Dear Elaine:
My daughter is finally going to get married at the age of thirty!  Since this is supposed

to be a joyous occasion, she and I would love for everything to be as close to perfect as
possible.  The problem is that my daughter is beginning to see signs that the woman who is
about to become her new mother-in-law doesn't want her only son to get married- to
anybody!  He's 35!  Every time he takes my daughter around her, she talks about all of the
inadequate women her “Boo” once dated and then proceeds to point out all of their faults.
She says her fiancé finds what his mother says to be funny!  He even joins in and throws his
little digs about them in.  She said she also takes every opportunity to give advice and
pointers to my daughter about what she will need to do to make her son a happy man.  She
comments if my daughter's dress is too short or too long, too tight or too loose, if her hair is
in a ponytail or hanging down, how she should take a cooking and housekeeping class and
even how loud my daughter laughs!  It's gotten to the point where my daughter doesn't want
her at the wedding.  Of course she hasn't told her boyfriend this and she's afraid that if she
does say it the wedding will be off and she will lose the best thing that ever happened to her.
My daughter means the world to me and I surely will not stand for anyone to hurt her; in-
laws or not!  What should we do?

Signed,
Mother of The Bride

Dear Mother:
First of all, YOU stay out of it!  I am so sorry for your dilemma and your daughter's!  An

only child who wants to get married is a tough one.  My suggestion is that you tell your
daughter to rent a couple of movies and ask old mother-in-law-to-be to have a girls' day out
with just the two of them.  First take her to get her nails and toes done, go to a spa and have
a relaxing treatment with spa and massage included, go out to dinner together and then
return home to watch “Monster In-Law”, “Stepmom” and “Why Did I Get Married”.
Afterwards, your daughter should ask her exactly how she felt about each one.  Get a
dialogue going and find out what her problem is.  Reassure her that she is not going to lose
her son; she will be gaining a daughter who intends to do all that she can to continue to love
her son and make him the happy man she wants him to be.  She should also make sure that
she keeps the bond between them and her strong.  Go to church and other outings with
mommy dearest and never forget her birthday.  Remember:  If you show yourself friendly
you will acquire friends.

Good Luck! 

Ask Elaine.com
By Elaine Smith-Wright
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THE PARENT SUCCESS WORKSHOP
HOW TO MAKE YOUR CHILD A SUCCESS 

IN SCHOOL, FRIENDSHIPS AND IN ATHLETICS
A Workshop For Parents, Guardians & Caregivers By: The Youth Development Institute

I am interested in enrolling in THE PARENT SUCCESS WORKSHOP!
Please contact me at the address listed below, with the time, date and location of this workshop.

Name_____________________________________________ Phone #____________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________________ State ________Zip __________
Signature _________________________Date_________ Student Grade ____Student Age_____

The Youth Development Institute (YDI) -  P.O. BOX 431016 - PONTIAC, MICHIGAN 48343

NON-PROFIT YOUTH SERVICE CONCEPT SINCE 1983 YDI

THIS WORKSHOP WILL HELP PARENTS TO IMMEDIATELY
• Help Their Child to Develop a 

Sense of Responsibility.
• Help Their Child To Read Better 
and Get Better Grades In School

• Help Their Child Get Better Test Scores.
• Help Their Child With His/Her Homework

HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS AMAZING WORKSHOP INCLUDES
•  Ways To Help Your Child Learn.
• Ten Steps To Improved Reading.

• Impact Of Parental Support.
• Getting Along With Others.

TYPICAL PARENT COMMENT: 
After participating and applying the material 
presented in this workshop my ability to help 

my child has increased significantly.

PARTICIPANTS COMMENTS:
This workshop is a must for the concerned parent
who wants to help their child succeed in school,

friendships and in sports.

IT WORKS:
Hundreds of parents have already attended this 

workshop and are now helping their children 
succeed in school, friendships and in sports.

THE STUDENT SUCCESS WORKSHOP
HOW TO GET BETTER GRADES IN SCHOOL

A Workshop For Students By The Youth Development Institute

I am interested in enrolling in THE STUDENT SUCCESS WORKSHOP!
Please contact me at the address listed below, with the time, date and location of this workshop.

Name_____________________________________________ Phone #____________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________________ State ________Zip __________
Signature _________________________Date_________ Student Grade ____Student Age_____

The Youth Development Institute (YDI) -  P.O. BOX 431016 - PONTIAC, MICHIGAN 48343

NON-PROFIT YOUTH SERVICE CONCEPT SINCE 1983 YDI

THIS WORKSHOP WILL HELP 
THE STUDENT TO IMMEDIATELY

• Get Better Grades In School
• Get Better Test Scores

HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS 
INFORMATIVE WORKSHOP
• How To Prepare For Class

• What To Do After Class
• What To Do During Classes

• Test Taking Strategies

TYPICAL WORKSHOP PARTICIPANT COMMENT:
After attending and applying the material 

that was presented at this workshop 
my grades and study habits improved.

REVIEWER COMMENT:
This Workshop is a must for the serious student

who wants to get better grades in school.

IT WORKS:
Hundreds of students have already attended

this workshop and are now getting better
grades in school.

Claudia L. Buckley of Southfield, MI has
been elected Chairperson, of the Oakland
County Employment Diversity Council for a
two-year term. Claudia is a Workforce
Development Specialist II, with the Joblink
Service Center of Pontiac.   

As Chair of the Oakland County
Employment Diversity Council, Ms. Buckley
responsibility is to help increase awareness 
regarding the benefits of diversity in the
workplace and to assist in building an 
inclusive work environment for all 
governmental agencies, private businesses,
community service agencies and citizens of
Oakland County and other Southeast
Michigan communities. Claudia L. Buckley
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Murphy, Jr. • Leon Jukowski, Esquire • Councilman - Everrett Seay  • Councilman - Lee Jones • Councilman -
Art McClellan • School Board Trustee - Robert Bass • School Board Trustee - Alma Bradley-Pettress

�ELECT� RICHARD TERRELL TAYLOR
50th District Court Judge

“Fairness and Justice for Our Community”

EDUCATION
• Pontiac Central - Honor Student 1984
• University of Michigan - B.A. Political 

Science 1988
• University of Detroit/Mercy - Juris Doctorate 

1995

EXPERIENCE
• Law Offices of Richard T. Taylor, P.C.
• Associate Attorney - Law Firm of Hatchett, 

Dewalt & Hatchett, PLLC
• Associate Attorney - Bloomfield Law Center

• Oakland County’s Children’s Village - 
Youth Specialist II

MEMBER
• D. Augustus Straker Bar Association
• Oakland County Bar Association
• United States District Court
• NAACP
• Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated
• Pontiac Alumni Association
• Member of New Mount Moriah 

International Church

� Richard Taylor is a lifelong resident of the City of Pontiac who used
his childhood trials and tribulations as motivation to develop a legal
career to serve our community.

� Richard Taylor is a trial lawyer with 12 years of litigation experience in
criminal, civil and family law.

� Richard Taylor’s fairness, temperment and dedicated pursuit of equal
justice has earned the admiration and respect of colleagues and the
public.

� Richard Taylor will bring the same dedication to the bench as your
Judge in 50th District Court.

Primary, Tuesday, August 5, 2008
Paid for by the committee to elect Richard T. Taylor 50th District Court Judge - 91 N. Saginaw, Suite 101G, Pontiac MI 48341

www.richardtaylor4judge.homestead.com

Integrity • Experience • Commitment • Compassion
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Human Resources Oakland Livingston
Human Service Agency, 196 Cesar E.
Chavez Ave., P.O. Box 430598, Pontiac, MI
48343-0598
Email: EMPLOYMENT@olhsa.org
(248) 209-2615 FAX Website:
www.olhsa.org

The Pontiac News is in need of contributing
writers and other staff - See list below! 
Send your resume to 
ThePontiacNews@sbcglobal.net

ADVERTISING 
REPRESENTATIVES
The Pontiac News is looking for highly self-
motivated, enthusiastic, strong customer
skills individuals to build our outside sales
team. This position will report to the
Advertising Manager. This is an Entry-level
sales position with onsite training - NO
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY BUT PRE-
FERRED.

DIRECTOR OF SALES
The Pontiac News, a community newspaper
based in the City of Pontiac Michigan, is
seeking a highly motivated, results driven
Sales Director. This position is accountable
for assisting with the direction, coordination
and control of advertising for TPN and the
management of sales and support staff to
ensure the attainment of advertising sales
goals.

ADVERTISING MANAGER
The Pontiac News seeks, an advertising
manager. The person who fills this position
will be responsible for growing classified
revenue through outbound sales (cold call-
ing), handling incoming advertiser calls, and
executing sales strategies. The candidate
selected must be able to work independent-
ly, be well organized and work efficiently in
a deadline environment. The ideal candidate
will have a proven track record in sales
either in an outside media sales capacity or
inside sales business development environ-
ment.

Employment Oportunities

The 2008 Woodward Dream Cruise makes
its way through Pontiac starting Thursday,

August 14th through Saturday, August 16th.
Each night, enjoy musical entertainment at both the

Phoenix Plaza Amphitheater and the Hidden River Stage.

DREAM CRUISE PARKING
All Saints church at Williams and
Pike will open their parking lot
during the Dream Cruise on Friday
evening, Aug. 15 and all day Sat.,
Aug 16; as well as during Arts,
Beats, and Eats on Aug. 29, 30, 31
and Sept 1. The small donation will
be used for outreach to the greater
Pontiac community.

Contact Ted Elder 248-335-6410 eee24@comcast.net
The Downtown Pontiac Farmer's Market

A new Farmer's Market has opened in Downtown Pontiac 
at the corner of Woodward Avenue and Water Street. 

In cooperation with the City of Pontiac and other 
community agencies, the goal is to make fresh fruits and
vegetables more accessible in Pontiac.  "Cindy's Garden"
opened on May 9th as part of the first step in developing 

a vibrant Downtown Pontiac Farmer's Market. 
Market hours are from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., seven days a week.

Clean Park Initiative 
Hawthorne Summer Recreations

Community Calendar

248-322-1599

FUN!   GAMES!   FOOD! 
(for everyone)

Summer Activities 
Softball and Volleyball    

For Additional Information Please Call

(313) 399-3343 

Come join us Every Saturday 
May 10, 2008-August 30, 2008 

12:30 – 4:00 p.m. 

Old School 60' & 70's Dance
Saturday August 23, 2008 9PM - 1AM

at UAW Local 653 
670 East Walton Blvd - Pontiac MI 48340

Dance and Best Dress 60's 70's
Outfit Contest with Gas Cards as Prizes - 

All are Welcome! Tickets $15.00
For Dance Tickets Contact:

Mary Woods - 248-338-9494, Loretta Coleman - 248-276-0594, 
Frank Russell - 248-758-1411 Cecelia Wilson - 248-894-9388, Elain Smith-Wright

- 248-230-1162, Debra Smith-McGaffie - 248-961-1814, Gloria Harris-Ford - 
s248-335-5897, or Sandra Johnson-Benion - 248-672-4924 - Shirley Glazier-

Bridges -248-495-8022 or Randolph Whiters 248-330-4984
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CANDIDATE PROFILE
BIOGRAPHY:
• Born, raised, in Pontiac, Michigan, the daughter of Judge Maurice E. Finnegan 

and Maxine L. Finnegan. 
• Performing volunteer attorney services for the City of Pontiac.  
• Property owner in Auburn Hills.

COMMITTED TO: 
• Voting the direction of my constituents in a legal and ethical manner. 
• Bringing government and current issues to my constituents by way of 

appearances at Council meetings and having a weekly show on cable.
• Introducing bills for the benefit of my constituents.   
• Representing all my constituents equally.

EXPERIENCE:
• Attorney for over 25 years. • Former Deputy City Attorney. 
• Sole Practioner specializing in municipal law. 
• Creating and amending laws for the City of Pontiac.  
• Retired Pontiac Police Officer / Detective 
• Instructor for the Citizens Patrol Academy in Pontiac, Michigan.
• Guest speaker for the Michigan Municipal league - topic Sub-Standard Housing 
• Former member of the Michigan Municipal League to help amend the Uniform

Traffic Code Committee for the State of Michigan.
• Acting City Attorney for Pontiac when needed at Council meetings.

AFFILIATIONS:
• Member, State Bar of Michigan over 25 years. • Member of Oakland County Bar Assoc. 
• Past Member/former Steward - Pontiac Police Officers Association
• Volunteer - NODA (No one dies alone) - SJMH - POH - NOMC

EDUCATION:
• B.S. From E.M.U • Juris Doctorate from Thomas M. Cooley Law School 
• Continuing Education in several municipal topics.
• Graduate from Oakland Community  College Police Academy

Vote for Frances L. Finnegan for State Rep District 29

VOTEE TUESDAY,, AUGUSTT 5,, 2008
For more information, please call

248-933-3532
Paid for by the Committee to 

Elect Frances L. Finnegan 

210 Linden, Pontiac, Michigan 48341 

A VOICE FOR THE PEOPLE!




