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The Pontiac Community Summit Schedule & Agenda
Pontiac Summit to Save our
Community, Save our Families,
Save our Children
Dear Citizens,
The City of Pontiac is beginning a new
history. The new history begins by having a
community summit. The summit expectations are to provide Pontiac with the necessary means to
become a prosperous city. The
citizens and leadership are looking
forward to this
revival. For many
years Pontiac has
increasingly
become a place
where little posiPastor Sylvester tive developments
were at the core of
Thompson
people lives. It is
time; time to support the efforts that will
bring back the necessary requirements that
assist families, neighborhoods and schools.
November 1, 2008 at Baker College,
Auburn Hills Campus, a summit will be held
to address the many issues, which faces
Pontiac. You, the citizens are important,
therefore, we are asking for your participation and support in making this event
successful.

Pontiac Community
Summit Agenda
8:00-8:55: Registration & Continental
Breakfast

There are five challenge areas of discussion, which are (1) Education (2)
Family/Social (3) Public Safety (4)
Economic/Workforce Development and
(5) Urban Development. Professionals and
experts from each challenge will assist in the
solution process of citizen’s concerns.
The mission statement: The mission of
the summit is to actively involve citizens and
stakeholders, in bringing educational, social
and economic advancement as well as
improvement of the quality of life for the
community.
A revitalization of the City of Pontiac will
engulf a positive prosperity for all citizens.
All concerns are welcome for discussion on
topic areas. The summit is a strategic
approach for the creation of change in
Pontiac. Please arrive at Baker College
Auburn Hills Campus located at 1500
University Drive, November 1, 2008 at
8:00am. The summit to conclude at 4pm.

9:00-9:05: Welcome Reverend Sylvester
Thompson Introduction of Mayor of
Pontiac and Recognition of Dignitaries

Sincerely,
Pontiac Summit Steering Committee
Save our Community, Save our Families,
Save our Children

1:00-2:30: Challenge Breakout Sessions
and Action Plan presentation preparations

9:05-9:20: Welcoming Address: Mayor of
Pontiac
9:20-9:35: Keynote
Senator Mike Bishop

Address:

State

9:35-10:05: Video Focus Your Vision and
short discussion-Mr. Terry Fobbs-Lead
Facilitator, Michigan Office of Great
Workplace Development
10:05-10:15: Summit Ground Rules,
format and deliverables- Mr. Terry FobbsLead Facilitator, Michigan Office of Great
Workplace Development
10:15-10:30: Break
10:30-12:00:
Challenge
Breakout
Sessions- Challenge Facilitators
12:00-1:00: Lunch

2:30-3:30: Action Plan presentations and
Question and Answers

Pontiac Community
Summit Ground Rules
1. Mutual Respect-No over talking each
other, Listen, Listen and Listen.
2. Everyone has a valid point of view.
3. There is no wrong answer or question.
4. Agree to disagree.
5. VEGAS Rules “What is said here-Stays
here”.
6. There is no rank or position-Everyone is
equal.
7. We will reach consensus.
8. No cell phones or pagers except in
designated areas.
9. Everyone will be given the opportunity to
be heard and provide input.
10. There will be no redefining of the
challenges, but time will be spent
providing solutions to the challenges.
11. Solutions will be based on what can be
accomplished locally-(City and County
stakeholder resources)
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The Pontiac News is dedicated to providing
balanced news about The City of Pontiac and
surrounding communities!
The Pontiac News was founded and established
in February 2007 and will be published bi-weekly
beginning in August 2007. As a major community
and the county seat of Oakland County we believe
that The City of Pontiac should have a newspaper
that is dedicated to providing information and news
about this great and historical city.
The Pontiac News is a community minded
newspaper that will not only serve readers but also
businesses and local organizations and will strive to
be the paper of record for local municipal units
including The City of Pontiac, and the Pontiac
School District.
This bi-weekly newspaper, The Pontiac News,
has been established to cover areas in our retail zone
including Pontiac, Auburn Hills, Waterford,
Bloomfield and other nearby communities (and
other school districts).
The Pontiac News will be distributed to over
25,000 homes in The City of Pontiac and nearby
communities and over 1,000 area businesses, organizations and agencies. We will eventually create a
computer database for all addresses in the zip codes
contained in the basic Pontiac News circulation
area. A computer program will be designed to
generate labels for all households and businesses in
those zip codes in order to reach a total of more
than 30,000 homes and businesses in our retail area
by mail or by door to door delivery service.
In addition to better serving the business
community with expanded circulation to cover the
retail zone, The Pontiac News will have a great
product for readers. We will often feature full 4
color pictures on the front page and occasionally
elsewhere in the paper. We will also have the
Associated Press wire for news features, local
writers to augment our local news, and feature
coverage. The Pontiac News web site will be
launched in the near future to expand and supplement our news coverage and advertising reach.
We will continue to find better ways to serve our
customers.
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Proposed Solution to Youth Crisis
The Youth Development Institute (YDI) In Conjunction with The Pontiac News, Inc. & Other Participating Organizations

Presents The Educational & Business Conference & Workshop Series

How To Stimulate, Motivate, Educate & Cultivate
A Valuable Untapped Resource
The Young Black Male and Female & Other At-Risk Students

©

Coming to the City of Pontiac/Oakland County in February 2009 * A Black History Month Event
YDI Non-Profit Youth Service Concept Since 1983

©

“CONCERNED PROFESSIONALS COMING TOGETHER TO SOLVE THE CRISIS OF THE
YOUNG BLACK MALE & FEMALE AND OTHER AT-RISK STUDENTS”
A LETTER TO THE COMMUNITY
Dear clergy, parents, educators and other concerned citizens:
Did you know that recent studies have shown that a significant number
of young black males, females and other at-risk students that enter our
public schools and other institutions drop-out or fail because of an inability
of professionals within these institutions to understand and connect with the
issues that impact upon the growth and development of these children?
Did you also know that there are individuals who have dedicated their
lives to finding ways and means of addressing the profound problems that
cause a significant segment of our young people to fail or simply drop out of
school?
With keynote addresses and expert presentations in the various areas
related to 'Solving The Crisis of The Young Black Male & Female and Other
At-Risk Students, you will emerge from this conference armed with practical
tips that will make you a more effective Stimulator, Motivator, Educator and
Cultivator of this most Valuable Untapped American Resource.
This conference will feature innovative, practical and common-sense
ideas, advice and solutions from a dynamic panel of seasoned experts who
have been successfully dealing with this crisis for years. Topics will include:
• The Proper Education for The Young Black Male, Female and other
At-Risk Students for the 21st Century!
• How To Properly Stimulate, Motivate, Educate and Cultivate, The
Young Black Male, Female and other At-Risk Students!
• Adverse Environmental factors that negatively impact upon the
Educational Development of Young Black Males, Females and other At-Risk
Students.
• The impact of Nutrition and Ritalin on the Education of Young Black
males, Females and other At-Risk Students!
• How To circumvent the disproportionate percentage of Black Males
who are suspended, Expelled and/or placed in Special Education classes!
• How To Deprogram Young Black Males & Females and Other At-Risk
Students from the Myth of Intellectual Inferiority!
• High Teacher Expectation as a Motivator!
• The Impact of Teacher Frustration and Administrative Inflexibility on
Student Achievement!
• How School Fail Young Black Males and Females and other At-Risk
Students!
• Black Children Their Roots, Culture and Learning Style!
•Bringing the Black Boy & Girl to Man & Womanhood!
• The Effects of Cultural Forces on the Self Concept of Young Black
Males, Females and Other At-Risk Students!
• Towards a Relevant Curriculum Taught with the Appropriate
Methodology!
• How To Stimulate and Motivate Parental Involvement!
• How To Motivate and Cultivate Student Achievement!
• The Impact of Technology on the Education of The Young Black Male,
Female and other At-Risk Students!
• How To Awaken the Genius of the Black Child!
• A Model Parental training program that works!
•Why School Reform Efforts Have Failed and What Parents Need To Do!
Please Join The Youth Development Institute (YDI), The Pontiac News
and other area organizations, businesses and agencies along with our Panel
of Experts from across this Nation at this unique, timely and critical event to
share ideas and perspectives on How To Stimulate, Motivate, Educate and
Cultivate - A Valuable Untapped Resource - The Young Black Male, Female
and other At-Risk Students!
Do not hesitate - send your request for event brochure and registration
information to YDI - P.O. Box 431016 - Pontiac, MI 48343, or email your
contact information to YDIyouthDevelop@aol.com, or call Mike Reed at
248-758-1411 for more information. We look forward to seeing you at this
educational events!
Sincerely,
Mike Reed, Event Coordinator

CONFERENCE DESCRIPTION
This Educational/Business Conference and Workshop Series is designed to
help professionals and other individuals to understand and more effectively
Stimulate, Motivate, Educate and Cultivate this most Valuable Untapped
Resource - The Young Black Male and Female and other At-Risk Students. This
conference series will also serve as a forum whereby educators, social workers,
policy makers and others can devise additional methods to solve the problems
encountered by this population in the various institutions in this society.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
• School Principals, Teachers and
other Educators
• Professors
• Administrators
• Counselors
• Youth Advisors
• Social Workers
• Police Officers
• Psychologist
• Sociologist

• Ministers
• Parents
• Protective Service Workers
• Coaches
• Boys & Girls Scout Leaders
• Child Welfare Workers
• Parole Officers
• Probation Officers
• School Board Members
• Students and the General Public

Over 15,000 professionals, the general public and other concerned parties
from throughout Oakland County will gather at the conference site during Black
History Month February 2009 for this most important conference and workshop
series.

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES
In order to mitigate the crisis encountered by The Young Black Male and
Female and Other At-Risk Students in the various institutions of America, The
Youth Development Institute via this Conference Series proposes to:
1. Assist Teachers and other Educators, Professors, Administrators,
Counselors, Youth Advisors, Social Workers, Psychologist, Sociologist,
Ministers, Parents, Protective Service Workers, Coaches, Boys & Girls Scout
Leaders, Child Welfare Workers, Police Officers and other professionals who
work with the target group to understand and more effectively Stimulate,
Motivate, Educate and Cultivate Young Black Males and Females and Other AtRisk Students.
2. Identify the specific problems encountered by The Young Black Male and
Female and Other At-Risk Students in the various educational and other institutions in this society.
3. Recommend specific solutions to the problems encountered by The Young
Black Male and Female and Other At-Risk Students.
4. Share and Exchange information with educators and other professionals
who work with The Young Black Male and Female and Other At-Risk Students.
5. Bring media and public attention and awareness to this most serious
problem.
6. Focus media and public attention on those experts who have developed
ways and means of addressing this critical problem.
7. Stimulate and Motivate Educators and other professionals who work with
The Young Black Male and Female and Other At-Risk Students to devise additional methods to solve this crisis.
8. Examine the role that various American Institutions (religious institutions,
schools, media) can play in resolving this most critical problem.
9. Articulate to the appropriate local, state and federal officials suggestions
resulting from this conference series that will facilitate the resolution of this
grave crisis.
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A LETTER TO POTENTIAL SPONSORS
Dear Sponsor:
It is with great pleasure that we announce and
present the Educational/Business Conference &
Workshop Series “ How To Stimulate, Motivate,
Educate & Cultivate - A Valuable Untapped
Resource - The Young Black Male & Female &
Other At-Risk Students”. This exciting event will be
held in Oakland County/Pontiac, Michigan during
Black History Month February 2009. It is anticipated that we will reach (as attendees) over 15,000
parents, youth, educators, childcare workers and
other professional who work with our youth. In
addition, we expect many more thousands of parents
and caregivers will realize the benefits of this conference through video, television and other mediums.
As you know a segment of our population are not
realizing the full benefits of our educational system
and are being left behind as non-productive and
unemployable members of the community. We here
at YDI believe that this problem can be solved.
Hence we have contacted and are presently in negotiation with educational experts from across this
great country who have developed the ways and
means of addressing the critical issues encountered
by young black males, females and other At-Risks
students within the public school system and other
institutions of America.
In order to make this vision (conference series)
happen we are in need of corporate, governmental
and individual sponsors who will step up to the plate
and provide YDI with the financial support needed
to make this most worthwhile project a reality!
Quite frankly, if you really want to show that you
support education and our youth, there is no better
way than serving as a sponsor of The National
Conference & Workshop Series “ How To Stimulate,
Motivate, Educate & Cultivate - A Valuable
Untapped Resource - The Young Black Male &
Female & Other At-Risk Students”.
Please call 248-758-1411 to receive Sponsors
Information. We will provide complete Sponsor kit
per your request, which details the various levels of
Sponsorship Opportunities that are available to individuals, corporations, foundations and governmental
agencies.
The Youth Development Institute (YDI) is a
Michigan based non-profit, Corporation; therefore
your contributions may be tax deductible. Our tax
ID # is 38-2532902. If you have questions on how
to proceed as a sponsor please call Mike Reed at
248-758-1411, you can also request information
electronically, our email address is
YDIyouthDevelop@aol.com
Sincerely,
Mike Reed - Event Coordinator
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What’s Happening In Pontiac

The Pontiac Mileage
Why the Tax Increase for General Operating Purposes is Important
A One on One Interview With Mayor Clarence Phillips
Interview Conducted By Elaine SmithWright
There was a resolution to initiate the
process for a charter amendment to
increase the charter
tax rate information
for general operating
purposes. It was
passed by the City
Council members on
August 25, 2008.
Residents in the City
of Pontiac will head to
the polls on November
Mayor Phillips 4, 2008 to vote on the
new mileage. The following questions were
asked of Mayor Clarence Phillips October
21, 2008.
Q: There was a vote of No-Confidence
Resolution that was passed by five City
Councilpersons. A spokesperson for the
No-Confidence vote claims that there is no
plan if the ballot measure is passed. Is it
true that there is no plan for how the money
will be used?
A: This is not true. The Chief of Police,
members of the PPOA, and I have been all
over the city talking to various groups
about “The Plan” and what the passage of
the ballot initiative will mean for our Police
Department and the City of Pontiac.

Q: If the mileage is passed, in plain and
simple language that everyone will be able
to understand, what exactly will be the plan
as to how the city will use the money?
A: The plan that Chief Gross and I have
publicly committed to is:
1. Bringing back at least 15 officers to
our police force
2. Increase our police road patrols
3. Restoring crime area target teams
(CATT) to all seven districts
4. Expand our Detective Vice Squad
5. Enhance our traffic enforcement division
6. Creating a pro-active rather then a
reactive police force
7. Allowing our police force to stand on
it’s own feet
8. Restoring the Pontiac Police to an
optimum level of efficiency
9. Giving realistic consideration to
opening our community centers
Q: If the mileage is not passed, what
will be the negative results to the City of
Pontiac?
A: We have been made aware of the
offsite meetings with Sheriff Bouchard and
the attempts that are being made to force
Pontiac to give up it’s own police force. I
believe that it would be negligent on the
part of the city to turn over our police
budget to Oakland County to buy their high

Law Offices of
CYRIL C. HALL, P.C.
Attorney And Counselor At Law

price services. If you think it’s a good deal,
ask the citizens of Highland Park and Royal
Oak who gave up their their police department for the county. Once the Township
lost it’s ability to pay Oakland County
prices it was basically abandoned because
it did not have the money to pay any longer.
Without any disrespect to our Oakland
County Sheriff Deputies, this type of
arrangement is just an out and out bad deal
for Pontiac. Six months ago we were told
that the county was not interested in
coming to Pontiac. Now that they have a
budget deficit, the money we budgeted for
our police officers all of a sudden looks
good to them.
Q: What will be “The Plan” if the
mileage does not pass?
A: I’m afraid that we will be in for more
of the same business as usual that is going
on right now. We will continue to look for
charity and beg for help to accomplish the
things that must be taken care of. We will
continue to run the police department with
the 65 members that we have now and rely
heavily on support from the Michigan State
Police and periodic support from Oakland
County Sheriff Deputies.
Q: Are there any final remarks?
A: As mayor I want to reaffirm my
support and say that I am extremely proud

of the work of Chief Gross and our police
force. Our officers have served way above
and beyond the call of duty like nothing I
have witnessed before. Citizens of Pontiac
need to know that under the leadership of
Chief Gross, our men and women in blue
have still performed at a level that in many
ways out performed fully staffed police
departments of other municipalities.
At this critical time concerning the
safety, stability and well being of our
community, now is the not the time to play
political games nor is a time as an elected
representative to bury ones head in the sand
or refuse to let citizens know where you
stand or how you believe that they should
vote. As mayor I am committed to do
exactly what we said concerning the desire
to build up our law enforcement division.
Everything is above board and the
Mayor, The Chief of Police, Michigan
Association of Police Officers Association
stand ready to not only endorse this plan
but speak to any group throughout the city
that desires information and clarification
on the ballot initiative to restore our police
force.
Pontiac simply cannot prosper and grow
without establishing itself as a safe, secure
environment for it's people. Let's Take
Back Our Streets. Please Stand Up For A
Stronger Pontiac Police Department.

LAW OFFICE OF
DARRYL P. MITCHELL
Attorney and Counselor at Law

“Experience you can trust.”

Dr. Harry L. Riggs Building
149 Franklin Blvd
Pontiac, Michigan 48341
(Phone) 248-333-7880
(Fax) 248-333-7924
Email: CYRILHALLLAW@SBCGLOBAL.NET

Dr. Harry L.
Riggs Building
149 Franklin Blvd.
Pontiac, MI 48341

Office 248-333-0220 • Home 248-454-0762
Fax 248-333-7924 • Email - DPMlegal@aol.com
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Computerized Voter Fraud
"Those who cast the votes decide nothing.
Those who count the votes decide everything."
Communist Tyrant Josef Stalin
THE LANDES REPORT: TO CONGRESS
America’s Unverifiable Election Results The Case For A Return To ‘Open Voting’
• System-Wide Computer Fraud
• Outsourcing U.S. Voting Systems
• Cover-Up & Networks’ Exit Poll
• Federal Complicity In Vote Fraud
• The Argument Against The Secret Ballot
• Conclusion & Recommendations
The Landes Report, Open Vote Project,
Lynn Landes, author
Philadelphia, PA 215-629-3553 / lynnlandes@earthlink.net
SUMMARY
What’s wrong with America’s voting
system? Just about everything. Voting is the
linchpin of democracy. And democracy
demands transparency, not trust. Yet, there is
no meaningful transparency to our current
voting system.
While Congress, state legislatures, and
town councils are required to vote publicly
and openly, the American electorate is held to
a different standard - a double standard. We
vote privately and anonymously by machine,
early, absentee, and secret ballot.
Under our current system of voting, it is
virtually impossible to detect vote fraud.
Things weren’t always this way.
Before the Civil War, Americans engaged
in ‘open voting’. People voted in public by
raised hand, voice, or pen. Although limited
to white males, it was a completely transparent process.
After the Civil War, as Congress expanded
the right to vote to African Americans and
eventually to women, it began to shut-down
meaningful public oversight of the process.
It started with Congressional approval of
absentee voting in the 1870’s, secret ballots in
the 1880’s, and voting machines in the
1890’s. Today in America, 30% of all voting
is by absentee or early, 95% of all votes are
machine-processed, and 100% of all ballots
are secret and anonymous.
For the sake of convenience and alleged
voter protection, Congress has destroyed the
transparency, verifiability, and integrity of
America’s voting process.
Making matters worse, state legislatures
have outsourced our easy-to-rig voting
system to a handful of private companies and
multinational corporations. Yet, to date,
Congress has not addressed the constitutional
legality and national security ramifications of
private control over public voting systems.
Most voting machine companies have
close ties to the Republican Party. And many
researchers believe it is not a coincidence
that, of the thousands of voting machine
irregularities reported over the years, the
overwhelming majority of them benefited
Republican candidates over Democrats.
History repeated itself again this past
November with computer “glitches” and vote
flipping reported across the country. Several
candidates refused to concede their elections
and challenged the results.
Despite
Democrats winning control of Congress, the
election was dubbed a “Landslide Denied” by
the Election Defense Alliance.
Computer security experts have repeatedly issued warnings that no computer
program can be protected from system-wide
vote fraud, particularly by company insiders.

Even if software is required to be “open
source” and inspected, as some activists are
promoting, surreptitious programming can
easily remain undetected.
Although there is mounting evidence of
widespread computer vote fraud in American
elections dating back decades, the
Department of Justice (DOJ) under the direction of Craig C. Donsanto (since 1970) has
taken a hands-off approach to any serious
investigation. And, since the news networks’
exit polls are equally susceptible to manipulation and fraud, voting rights activists in
several states conducted Citizen Audits or
Parallel Elections as a check against official
vote totals.
In effect, activists asked voters to go
public with their votes. Voters signed forms
that include their name, address and who they
voted for. Candidates and voters can then use
a comparative analysis to check audit results
against official returns. Last year, activists in
San Diego, California used their results to
win a recount. (See: http://www.thelandesreport.com/CitizenAudit.htm)
Something similar to this idea was put
into practice in North Carolina two years ago.
A voting machine error caused 4,400 votes to
vanish in Carteret County. Republican candidate Steve Troxler led in the count by 2,287
out of 3 million votes cast. In order to prove
he won the election, Troxler's campaign
rounded up affidavits from more than 1,400
Carteret voters who said they had voted for
him. In effect, he asked voters to ‘Open
Vote’.
As the new Congress is poised to require
ballot printers and spot audits of election
results, that will not be sufficient to restore
transparency, verifiability, and integrity to
our voting process. In particular, recounts
that by law can only occur for ‘close’ elections, fails to recognize the obvious – those
who want to rig an election are aware of the
recount and audit laws and will certainly try
to rig it by a sufficient number of votes in
order to avoid an election challenge.
Specifically, legislation introduced by
Congressman Rush Holt (D-NJ) in the last
Congress, fails to satisfy two constitutional
requirements: 1) the right to vote unobstructed by technology, 2) the right to have all
votes cast and counted in full public view.
A more effective legislative response
came from Congressman Dennis Kucinich
(D-OH), who last September introduced
House Bill 6200, which would allow only
paper ballots and hand counts for the 2008
presidential election.
However, even that legislation will not get
the job done. As long as the electorate
continues to vote in a manner that does not
allow for direct voter participation and meaningful public oversight, the system is an invitation to widespread vote fraud and election
results will always be suspect.
Congress should have only one standard
for voting for itself and all Americans - total
transparency. They should rescind laws and
policies that allow counting ballots in secret
and voting by machine, absentee, early, and
secret ballot. Instead, Congress should return
American voters to our tradition of ‘Open
Voting’ at the polls on Election Day.
SYSTEM-WIDE COMPUTER FRAUD
From vote-flipping computers to
uncounted paper ballots, there was chaos at
many polls across the country in the last election. In a survey just released by several
voting rights groups lead by VotersUnite.Org,
they report, "...the number of incidents and
the broad range of problems reported are

indicative of the widespread failure of electronic voting systems across the country and
how this failure affected the experience of
voters on November 7, 2006." (See:
http://www.votersunite.org/info/EVotingIn2006Mid-Term.pdf)
In studies by Election Defense Alliance
(EDA) that compared the news networks' exit
poll to election results, researchers discovered a systematic nationwide shift of 4-5% of
the vote from Democratic candidates to
Republicans may have occurred in both the
2004 election, denying Democrats the presidency, and 2006 midterm elections,. (See:
http://www.electiondefensealliance.org)
In fact, there is every reason to believe
that American elections have been routinely
and systematically rigged through the use of
computer technology for many decades, as
documented in a growing list of books, articles, reports, and documentaries on voting
machine irregularities, "glitches", and
outright fraud. (See: http://www.thelandesreport.com/VotingMachineErrors.htm)
OUTSOURCING U.S.
VOTING SYSTEMS
American’s voting process has been privatized and outsourced to a handful of private,
foreign, and multi-national companies with
close ties to the Republican Party, CIA,
former military officers, defense contractors,
the news media, and communications
industry. (See http://www.thelandesreport
.com/VotingMachineCompanies.htm)
Just two companies, Election Systems and
Software (ES&S) and Diebold, which were
started by two brothers, Bob and Todd
Urosevich, process 80% of all votes in the
United States. These companies make, sell,
and service both ballot scanners and touchscreen machines. Like other voting companies, they also have close ties to the GOP.
Republican Senator Chuck Hagel of
Nebraska was the president of AIS (which
eventually became ES&S) just before he won
a surprise landslide victory in 1996. Wally
O'Dell, chief executive of Diebold, promised
in a fundraising letter to Republican
supporters that he would "deliver" Ohio to
George W. Bush in the 2004 presidential election.
Sequoia Voting Systems, America's third
largest voting machine company, is foreignowned. In 2003, Sequoia was owned by De
La Rue of the United Kingdom (UK). Today,
Sequoia is owned by Smartmatic
Corporation, which is owned by a Dutch
holding company. Smartmatic is privately
held. A controlling interest is held by its
founder and CEO, Antonio Mugica, who
holds dual Spanish and Venezuelan citizenship.
Since computer hardware can be
programmed to identify the political party of
every candidate, an across-the-board edge
can be easily given to one party's candidates
over another's before the machines ever leave
the factory floor. (See video of Danaher
Corporation testimony: http://www.thelande
sreport.com/11aug.wmv)
This “fix” and other types of vote manipulation by company technicians can occur
during service calls and upgrades, or it can be
accomplished remotely, via the Internet,
modem, or through wireless technology. And
it can be done without the knowledge of election officials.
Ironically, the initial reason for imposing
voting machines on the American electorate
in the late 1800’s was to stop rampant ballot
box stuffing. However, some noted historians dispute this notion. In his book, The
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Right To Vote, The Contested History of
Democracy in the United States, Alexander
Keyssar, of the Kennedy School of
Government, Harvard University, writes,
"...recent studies have found that claims of
widespread corruption were grounded almost
entirely in sweeping, highly emotional allegations backed by anecdotes and little systematic investigation or evidence. Paul Kleppner,
among others, has concluded that what is
most striking is not how many, but how few
documented cases of electoral fraud can be
found. Most elections appear to have been
honestly conducted: ballot-box stuffing,
bribery, and intimidation were the exception,
not the rule."
That begs several questions. Why did
newspapers of the late 1800’s publish reports
of rampant ballot box stuffing when there was
little evidence of such? Were they concerned
about an expanding electorate that included
African Americans, and eventually women?
Were they laying the foundation of public
support for a nontransparent voting system
under which vote fraud could be committed
with relative impunity?
COVER-UP & NETWORKS’
EXIT POLL
Although public debate has been framed
to target suspicion on outside hackers, the
bigger threat is clearly company insiders. As
previously noted, these companies are in a
perfect position to rig elections nationwide.
And some investigators say that is exactly
what’s been happening, with vital assistance
from the Associated Press and the major news
networks' exit poll. This group currently calls
their collaboration, the National Election
Pool (NEP). (See: http://www.exit-poll.net)
NEP claims to have been formed in 2003.
In fact, the news networks have controlled
exit poll reporting on Election Day since the
1960's. They have used different names, such
as News Election Services, Voter Research
and Survey, and most recently, Voter News
Service.
Since 1964, when the networks first
started projecting election night winners, they
have never provided any hard evidence that
they actually conducted exit polls at all.
Worse yet, researchers from Election Defense
Alliance (EDA) report that NEP makes sure
that at the end of the day their exit polls
match election results. NEP calls it "forcing".
Others might call it fraud. (See:
http://www.electiondefensealliance.org)
It is a theory among some researchers that
the NEP bases their exit polls on extensive
pre-election polling. In that way, if someone
wants to rig an election and not raise red
flags, the exit polls can get tweaked or
"forced", using NEP's parlance, to match
election results. That would account for the
NEP's long track record of producing seemingly accurate exit pools early in the evening
on election day, then altering the results later
that night to eventually match election
results, as it appears they did in the 2000 and
2004 presidential elections.
This theory first gained credibility from
the late James and Kenneth Collier, authors of
the book, VoteScam: The Stealing of America
(1994). In 1970, Channel 7 in Miami
projected with 100% accuracy (a virtual
impossibility) the final vote totals on Election
Day. When the Colliers asked the networks
where they got their exit poll data, both
Channel 3 & Channel 7 claimed that the
League of Women Voters sent it in from the
precincts. But, the League's local president

See Voter on Page 10
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Africa - & World News

Kofi Annorh - African Correspondent, he provides TPN with news
about events that are happening on the African Continent.

Ghana Has Excellent Management
Of Foreign Aid - Deputy Minister

Hon Frank Agyekum, Deputy
Minister for Information and
National Orientation
By Mahmud
The Deputy Minister for Information and
National Orientation Hon Frank Agyekum
has stated in Washington that Ghana's
systematic development in recent times is a
proof that underscores what good governance can achieve through excellent
management of foreign aid.
He was addressing the just ended annual
meeting of Information Network of DAC
Development Communicators held in the
U.S.A from 20th to 21st October this year.
The Deputy Minister observed that the
essence of aid is to help bring progress,
advancement and maturity to the world's less

privilege communities, so they can take
control of their growth paradigms and wean
them off the aid bracket.
Hon Frank Agyekum disclosed Ghana's
development assistance amounted to 42% of
her budgetary requirements in 2001.
"However, today it stands at 30% and is
likely to go downwards," he noted.
Ghana last year got off the Poverty
Reduction and Growth Facility of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).
“What this means is that, with proper
direction and correct use of aid resources,
countries could graduate from aid dependence and help achieve the world we all want
to achieve”, he said.
He observed that, if the Ghanaian
achievement is generally replicated in other
developing economies, the question of aid
will become more central in the lives of
people.
This, he advised, will compel both donors
and recipients to be more conscious of their
responsibilities, deliver on their promises
and ensure the effective implemenntation of
aid.
Earlier, delivering the key note address
on the Importance of Communication for
Development, Administrator and Director of
Foreign Assistance of USAID, Ms Henrietta
Fore emphasised the need to use develop-

DIVINE BREEZE

Specializing in Residential, Commercial and Industrial Cleaning Services
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
Using Technology in Cleaning Services
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Call Today - Quick Clean

Tel: (248) 636-8448 • FAX: (248) 683-1130
2760 Cherokee Hills #32 Waterford, MI 48328
Email: kofi@divinebreeze.com

mental goals to monitor aid.
Using the Millennium Challenge Account
as a measure, she observed that donor
responsibility is equal to the recipient
country's responsibility.
She hoped that clearing 'navigation' difficulties like corruption, crimes, and shocks of
Global flaws, “Aid Effectiveness” will be
achieved in all recipient countries.
The three-day meeting, themed
“Reaching out to a changing world- New
Actors- New Strategy and New Horizon”,
was a follow-up of a High Level Forum on
Aid Effectiveness held in Accra, Ghana in
September this year.
Organised under the auspices of
OECD/DAC and the USAID proceedings
were held in the second largest building
complex of the United States known as the
Ronald Reagan Building.
It brought together policy makers, donor
countries and development communicators
from Australia, Austria, Belgium, Denmark,
Finland, France, Estonia, Hungary, Ireland,
Israel, Japan, Spain, Thailand, Slovenia,
New Zealand, Netherlands, United
Kingdom, United States the E.C, World
Bank and OECD.
Source: ISD (Katherine Carboo,
Washington D.C.)
POLITICS OF GHANA
Politics of Ghana takes place in a framework of a presidential representative democratic republic, whereby the President of
Ghana is both head of state and head of
government, and of a multi-party system.
The seat of government is at Osu Castle.
Executive power is exercised by the government. Legislative power is vested in both the
government and Parliament. The Judiciary is
independent of the executive and the legislature.
The Constitution that established the
Fourth Republic provided a basic charter for
republican democratic government. It
declares Ghana to be a unitary republic with
sovereignty residing in the Ghanaian people.
Intended to prevent future coups, dictatorial
government, and one-party states, it is
designed to establish the concept of powersharing. The document reflects lessons
learned from the abrogated constitutions of
1957, 1960, 1969, and 1979, and incorporates provisions and institutions drawn from
British and American constitutional models.
One controversial provision of the
Constitution indemnifies members and
appointees of the Provisional National

Defence Council (PNDC) from liability for
any official act or omission during the years
of PNDC rule. The Constitution calls for a
system of checks and balances, with power
shared between a president, a unicameral
parliament, a council of state, and an independent judiciary.
Legislative branch
Legislative functions are vested in
Parliament, which consists of a unicameral
230-member body plus the Speaker. To
become law, legislation must have the assent
of the president, who has a qualified veto
over all bills except those to which a vote of
urgency is attached. Members of Parliament
are popularly elected by universal adult
suffrage for terms of four years, except in
war time, when terms may be extended for
not more than 12 months at a time beyond
the four years. The members are elected for a
four-year term in single-seat constituencies
by simple majority vote. As is predicted by
Duverger's law, the voting system has
encouraged Ghanaian politics into a twoparty system, which means that there are two
dominant political parties, with extreme
difficulty for anybody to achieve electoral
success under the banner of any other party.
Elections have been held every four years
since 1992. Presidential and parliamentary
elections are held alongside each other,
generally on 7 December.
Judicial branch
The structure and the power of the judiciary are independent of the two other
branches of government. The Supreme Court
has broad powers of judicial review. It is
authorized by the Constitution to rule on the
constitutionality of any legislation or executive action at the request of any aggrieved
citizen. The hierarchy of courts derives
largely from British juridical forms. The
hierarchy, called the Superior Court of
Judicature, is composed of the Supreme
Court of Ghana, the Court of Appeal, the
High Court of Justice, regional tribunals, and
such lower courts or tribunals as Parliament
may establish. The courts have jurisdiction
over all civil and criminal matters.The
country appointed its first chief justice of the
judicial service in the person of her ladyship
Georgina Wood
Administrative Divisions
Ghana is divided in 10 regions: Ashanti,
Brong-Ahafo, Central, Eastern, Greater
Accra, Northern, Upper East, Upper West,
Volta, Western.

Mosaic Ghana Africa

In June  Mosaicc Ghanaa Africa will lead a business develop
ment investment and cultural tour to Accra Ghana in West Africa
The delegation will include various Oakland County State of
Michigan and other US based executives of small medium and
large US firms representing a variety of business sectors
The overall focus of the trip will be commercial cultural and
investment opportunities for Oakland County State of Michigan
and other US companies including joint ventures presented by
the continuing market liberalization and privatization underway in
this country In Ghana briefings and oneonone business appoint
ments will be arranged for members of the government business
and cultural delegation” For information regarding this trip con
tact     or email thepontiacnews@sbcglobalnet
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What’s Going On Around Us!

Why The Financial Crisis Has Nothing To Do With Money
By Lyndon Larouche
October 28 2008 (LPAC)--The economic
crisis is at forefront of everybody's mind. Yet,
when inquiring into the nature of the problem,
one is bombarded from all sides by news about
the activities of financial markets. This is actually a form of brainwashing. By repeatedly
associating the real concept of economy, with
the gambling fiction known as a financial
market, anybody who is not educated in real
physical science can quickly become
confused. This simple fact may yield a clue as
to why thousands of Harvard Economics graduates are completely incapable of furnishing
any sane solution to this worsening mess.
A recent poll by the Associated Press
claims that 53% of Americans believe the
economy will be better, and the stock market
will rise, within three months. We're skeptical
that so many Americans still believe this, but
this ubiquitous correlation of economy and
financial markets reveal an abysmal ignorance
of economics, and a mystical belief in the
markets.
The reason for such widespread incompetence in economics lies in the lack of understanding of real science. In his “Trade Without
Currencies,” Lyndon LaRouche stated clearly
that there is no knowable relation between
economic value and financial value.
He states: “The fact of the matter is, that,
contrary to the Laputa-like superstitions which
certain academic mystics spread to their credulous students at Harvard and Chicago
Universities and elsewhere, all prices and
related set values in day-to-day economic
practice, are never closer to reality, than
serving as reasonable approximations; the
mythical "right price" exists only in the minds
of deluded persons. Contrary to utilitarians
such as Jeremy Bentham, there is no asymptotic price-value upon which commodities
must tend to converge in a state of "free fall."
There are no random numbers in real
economic processes, but only the customary
charlatans who teach a dogma of random
numbers.”
To Know or Not to Know
To grasp the principle of the matter, let us
discover what the human mind can and cannot
know. Draw a circle and its diameter (the
radius, of course, being half the diameter).
With a compass, place the pivot point on any
point of the circumference and swing out the
radius until it touches another point on the
circumference. Rotate again upon this new
point, and continue all the way around the
circle, and you will have drawn a hexagon
whose side is equal to the radius of the circle.
We can know this simple enough.
We will now produce (see Below) a 12

sided dodecagon by doubling the number of
sides of our hexagon, and then find out what
we know about the side of this polygon. Divide
the hexagon side AH in half at O, and extend a
line from the center of the circle, C, to the
circumference at L. From L, extend a line to H.
This new line LH is the length of the 12 sided
polygon, called the dodecagon. But what is
that length? Think about it. Do you know? It's
not as readily obvious as the hexagon side. At
this point, one who knows the algebraic
formula can mash it into their calculator, and
completely evade the activity of figuring
something out for yourself. But let us be more
philosophical, and see exactly what we do

know about this line length.
Let us make the Radius CL = 2. Then, the
Hexagon side AH = 2 as well, and so half the
side OH = 1. Using the Pythagorean theorem,
we can obtain the length of OC by comparing
the squares made from the sides of the triangles. 22 - 12 = OC2. So, OC2 = √3, then OC = √3.
What is this number, really? It is called an irrational number, because it, like most things, is
unknowable by itself. However, we see that it
is the side of a square of 3. This is easy to
comprehend, but the square root is not so easy.
You could try plugging √3 into a calculator, but
it could only provide an approximation. It
would very, very close, but the calculator does
not know what it is really doing. The human
mind understands the square root by knowing
its relation to its square.
Onward! The remainder of this line LO is
found by subtracting this newly found OC by
the radius CL. So, LO = 2 - √3. Here we have
two types of number. This is called an
apotome. Even though this is farther from
direct knowability, it is still knowable.
Therefore, we can find the length of the side of
our dodecagon, LH, using the same means as
we did to find OC.
LH2 = OH2 + LO2. i.e. AB2 = 12 + (2-√3)2.
Take some time to refresh on your algebra, and
you will find that LH2 = 8 - 4√3. And so, we
have discovered the length of the side our
dodecagon, LH = √(8-4√3). But, what do we
find in this length? The square root of the
square root of 3? What a strange number. How
can we think about understanding this? It is
only possible by tracing the steps from the

diameter to the radius, through the squares,
through the apotome, and through the squares
of the apotome. Such that we are 5 degrees of
knowability away from our diameter.
But this approach is far too algebraic. Our
mind can get a better understanding of what
these lengths mean when we examine the
areas. By examining the triangle produced by
the side and the star of the dodecagon HP, we
find that the rectangle produced by LH and HP
is 1/4 the square of the diameter. Also, we see
that squares of these sides, LH and HP, equal
the square of the diameter!
The Curved and the Straight
With an example of how the human mind
can know through comparative relation, ask
yourself: what is the relation between the
circle and the radius. It is readily apparent that
one cannot simply make a polygon with so
many lines that it becomes a circle. Even a 700
billion sided polygon can only approximate a
circle, although it may be look imperceptibly
close. We must employ a different method to
investigate this because we are dealing with
different species (or qualities) of physical
space.
With a circle's radius = 1, the length of the
circumference has a never ending decimal (pi,
or 3.141592...) We never find the exact value
in terms of the radius' value. However, given a
further look, using terms of a circle, by folding
it the circle in half (i.e. folding is circular rotational action) you obtain a straight line in the
form of the diameter. Resist the university
brainwashing! Don't think about numbers. Put
the calculator away! It is only in terms of the
physical process that allows man's mind to
know, or to know what he cannot know, about
the relation between a circle and its diameter.
Think of the physical action that took place. If
you are having trouble, I highly recommend
getting a piece of paper, constructing a circle
and doing the experiment. (It's fun!)
Transcendental and the Contracted
The transcendental nature of circular action
in physical reality becomes self-evident when
investigated at any length. Every machine uses
some form of circular action, such as your car,
or a power saw. For fun, try to imagine
constructing a saw that does not use any spinning motions. Even a handsaw requires the
rotational action of your shoulder and elbow.
In geometry, one only has to take a circle,
and fold it in half to obtain a straight line, in
this case, the diameter. But given any straight
line, we would not be able to construct any
curved line, nor a circle. So, between a curved
and straight line, there is a relation, not of
proportion, but of qualitative hierarchy. The
circle is transcendental (of a higher ordering)
to its contracted line. Now, let us really look at

what we've been doing.
Any student of philosophy at one time must
have come across a paradox, that an intangible
idea has tangible effects in the material. What's
this relation? Ah! Our circle and line are really
not important, at all. These are only objects.
Go up a level, and they are actually one single
idea expressed in multiple mathematical
concepts.
Physical Economic Processes and their
Contracts.
The most essential physical action occurring in this economic lesson is the “circular”
action of the human mind attempting to
resolve inconsistencies in nature and discover
universal physical principles. The communication of these discoveries is best expressed in
physical production of infrastructure, industry
and agriculture. This results in a change in the
behavior of society to increase the physical
productive output of that society as a whole.
This is economy. (Also called a physical
economy for clarification) But, the productive
output of this process is not the process itself.
For example, a nuclear power plant and its
processes are a consequence of scientists, engineers, machinists, construction workers, etc.
putting their mind to action. Therefore a power
plant holds value only as a product of human
creativity, and has no value in and of itself.
We must see the relation of economy (transcendental) and financial values (contracted)
in this way. They are called contracts for this
reason. Real Economy may NEVER be
produced from money. Only a physical
economy can create the conditions for a stable
system of banking and finances. So how can
the bailouts possibly work? What is there to
bailout? How many bailouts ever produced a
developed human mind? How many bullmarkets did it take to put a man on the moon?
How many investment firms have established
a sovereign nation-state republic? The best,
and easiest way to understand how a real
economy works, is to follow the example of
the New Deal policy of Franklin Roosevelt. By
focusing on the physical production of the
economy, instead of worrying about the impertinent Dow Jones Industrial Average,
Roosevelt was able to promote an increase of
discoveries by creative human minds. This
saved the nation not just from economic ruin,
but also from the British and Wall Street sponsored Nazi party.
Threats today are congruent. Therefore,
nations must convene a new Bretton Woods
conference to establish a fixed-exchange rate
monetary system and partake in treaty agreements for long-term credit towards infrastructure, industrial and agricultural development in
a crash science-driven manner typified by the
Apollo space program.

Without HBPA, Home Foreclosures Will Continue To Skyrocket
October 24, 2008 (LPAC)--At Senate
Banking Committee hearings on Oct. 23,
Sen. Richard Shelby, the ranking
Republican from Alabama, grilled Federal
Depositors Insurance Company (FDIC)
head Sheila Bair about the imminent danger
of a new round of home foreclosures.
Admitting that Sen. Shelby was right, Bair
revealed that the FDIC was working closely
with the Treasury Department on a new
scheme, to provide Federal guarantees to
mortgage lenders who rewrite mortgages to
avoid foreclosures. Bair cited fine-print
provisions in the $700 billion bailout bill,

allowing for unlimited Federal loan guarantees for rewriting mortgages, but many
lawmakers were skeptical about this latest
scheme to minimize “unwarranted" foreclosures.
Informed of the new FDIC-Treasury
scheme, Lyndon LaRouche concurred with
Sen. Shelby, declaring, “Of course there
will be more foreclosures. The foreclosures
will continue until Congress wakes up to
the reality of the systemic collapse of the
entire banking system, and passes my
Homeowners and Banks Protection Act
(HBPA).” LaRouche proposed the HBPA in

Aug. 2007, demanding an indefinite freeze
on all home foreclosures, and a bankruptcy
reorganization of all Federal and state-chartered commercial banks, to create a “firewall" around those regulated financial institutions that are vital to the survival of the
real economy, and the functioning of local
communities all over the nation.
“Had Congress passed the HBPA in
Sept. 2007, we would not be facing the
collapse of the entire world financial system
today. We would have created the needed
firewall around the chartered commercial
banks, and allowed the hedge funds and
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investment banks, with their mountains of
purely speculative paper, to fall off the cliff.
But Congress lacked the guts to act, despite
the fact that leading members knew,
perfectly well, that the HBPA would have
worked. Outright criminals like George
Soros and Felix Rohatyn stepped in, using
their corrupt influence on people like Nancy
Pelosi, Chris Dodd and Barney Frank, and,
as the result, we are facing the worst financial and economic crisis since the 14th
century New Dark Age," LaRouche
concluded.
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Pontiac Central Class of 1968 - 40th Reunion

Committee members left to right
(in background) Shirley Glazier, Gloria
Harris-Ford, Sandra Johnson-Benion, Debra
Smith, Elaine Smith-Wright, Cecilia Wilson,
Loretta Coleman, Mary Woods

Frank & Mary Russell

Randolph Whiters & Friend Zola McCoy

Gwen Burrell Ellis & Husband Reginald

Elaine Smith Wright and Husband Ezekial

Mr. Gilbert Jackson (Music Teacher)

Walter Dixon (Pinkie) & Sandra Johnson

Donna Allen Capito & Husband

Stacia Burns & Husband

Harrold Rodriquez And Wife

Charles and Patricia Love Peterson (Longest
Married Couple)

185 Len Cole & Ricky Sherrell

Continued on page 14
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your major cases. Your clients will be well treated and
returned to you pleased by your recommendation.

“Strength and Honor”
Troy (248) 619-0700
Rochester (248) 651-5001
Bloomﬁeld Hills (248) 540-9971

A NEWS SOURCE WITH A LOCAL FLAVOR

The Pontiac News

Page 10

October 30, 2008

Pontiac Central High 2008 Homecoming

School Board Trustees - Chris Northcross Gill Garrett - Irma Bradley-Pettress

Football Team In Action

Principal Dr. Brian Yancy & Ast Principal
Janice Hill

The PCH Home Crowd

Band Members

Voter From Page 5
denied it, telling the Colliers, "I don't want to
get caught up in this thing." The broadcasters then claimed a private contractor
used the data from a single voting machine to
project the winners. But, the contractor said
he got the data from a University of Miami
professor, who in turn denied it. In the end,
the news broadcasters could not provide any
evidence that a real exit poll had been
conducted.
On Election Day 2004, the NEP website
stated that vote totals were "collected" from
2,995 "quick count precincts". Although, the
AP admits it was the sole source of raw vote
totals for the major news broadcasters on
Election Night, AP spokesmen Jack Stokes
and John Jones refused to explain how the
AP received that information. They refused
to confirm or deny that the AP received
direct feed from central vote tabulating
computers across the country. Cook County,
Illinois election spokesperson, Cass Cliatt,
told reporters that after the polls close any
journalist can use the county's "connector
cables" in order to allow them to download
the latest vote totals. Cliatt said that this did
not constitute a connection to the mainframe
computer. She did admit that AP employees
were there on election night and had cables
dedicated to them specifically.
Computer security specialist Dr. Rebecca
Mercuri was asked for her reaction. Was it a
good idea to allow reporters to "hook up" to a
cable in order to access vote tabulation data?
Mercuri didn't think so. "It's not as if they
are handing them a CD with the data on it.
That would be the safest thing to do and
probably faster. Why would they allow them

to connect up?" she asked.
The AP is in control of exit poll reporting
on election night. But who controls the AP?
The Associated Press (AP) was founded in
1848. It is a not-for-profit national news
cooperative, some would say monopoly, that
earns about $500 million dollars a year. The
AP is owned by its 1,500 U.S. daily newspaper members. Their board of directors is
elected by voting bonds. However, it is not
clear who owns the bonds.
AP leadership in 2004 appeared quite
conservative. Burl Osborne, chairman of the
AP board of directors, is also publisher emeritus of the conservative The Dallas Morning
News, a newspaper that endorsed George W.
Bush in the last election. Kathleen Carroll,
senior vice president and executive editor of
AP, was a reporter at The Dallas Morning
News before joining AP. Carroll is also on
the Associated Press Managing Editors
(APME)’s 7-member executive committee.
The APME "works in partnership with AP to
improve the wire service's performance,"
according to their website.
It is worth noting that former APME vice
president, Deanna Sands, was the managing
editor of the ultra conservative Omaha World
Herald newspaper, whose parent company
owns the largest voting machine company in
the nation, Election Systems and Software
(ES&S), which counts 50% of the vote.
Even if the AP’s actions were not suspect,
one should consider the obvious absurdity of
the situation. The AP reports exit poll data
based on secret sources to verify election
results based on secret ballots that are
counted in secret by private corporations.

Cheerleaders

Chief & Princess
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ENERGY COMMON SENSE

Granholm Establishes Department of Energy, Consolidates Efforts to Grow
Energy Sector, Create Jobs Director will serve as state's Chief Energy Officer

Granholm

LANSING
Governor Jennifer M.
Granholm
today
announced a reorganization of state government
that aligns all activities
related to renewable
energy and energy efficiency in one department
in an effort to grow the
energy sector and create

jobs in Michigan.
By executive order, all activities related to
the energy sector will be consolidated into the
Department of Labor and Economic Growth.
The department will be
renamed the Department
of Energy, Labor and
Economic
Growth
(DELEG),
and
its
director will be designated the Chief Energy
Officer for the state of
Pruss
Michigan. Michigan is
now among a growing
number of states to have
a state department
focused on the new
energy economy.
Granholm announced the appointment of
her special advisor on
Cooley
renewable
energy,
Stanley “Skip” Pruss , to serve as the CEO
and director of DELEG. He replaces Keith
Cooley who has accepted a position as CEO

of NextEnergy in Detroit. Cooley and
NextEnergy will strategically partner with the
DELEG to aggressively further the state's
energy agenda.
“The new energy economy is, singularly,
Michigan's greatest opportunity to create
thousands of new jobs, attract new investment
and diversify our economy,” Granholm said.
“By consolidating the state's energy efforts,
we will create an efficient alignment of all the
state's tools and resources to focus with laserlike precision on leading the nation in the new
evolving energy sectors.”
The reorganization will include the No
Worker Left Behind green jobs training initiatives; Michigan's new energy efficiency
building code; the Public Service
Commission and energy efficiency programs;
the Office of Sustainability; the Renewable
Fuels Commission; and the State Energy
Office, all working in tandem with the
Michigan
Economic
Development
Corporation's (MEDC) tax incentives and
attraction efforts.
Granholm said the reorganization and the
partnership with NextEnergy will allow the
state to build strong, collaborative relationships with the private sector and state universities and community colleges, coordinate
efforts across state government - eliminating
redundancies and inefficiencies - and create
new opportunities for our research and development centers.
The department will also facilitate the
development of advanced energy technologies, which is critical to the state's efforts to

revitalize Michigan's auto industry by
utilizing Michigan's great strengths in tool and
die, metal fabrication and supply chain superiority. Those advanced technologies will
enable the industry to develop new power
trains and fuel systems, including electrification capabilities for the coming plug-in
hybrids like the Chevy Volt.
Under the order, DELEG will assume
responsibility for activities related to the
development of renewable fuels and
“greening” programs like Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED),
which assists communities in fostering environmentally sustainable construction. Those
programs have been the respective responsibility of the departments of Agriculture and
Environmental Quality (DEQ).
“Keith Cooley has provided important
leadership in helping our economic plan
benefit from channeling both the quality of
our workforce and the demand to new workforce development initiatives, such as No
Worker Left Behind,” Granholm said.
“Keith's NextEnergy appointment will allow
us to seize the opportunities available in the
private energy sector. And no one is more
capable of being the state's chief energy
officer than Skip Pruss, who knows more
about the future of this sector than most
anyone in the state.”
As the state's Chief Energy Officer and
DELEG director, Pruss will be responsible for
promoting the use of renewable energy, the
development of advanced energy technologies, and the implementation of energy effi-

ciency measures in the state and serve as an
advisor to the governor on matters relating to
renewable energy, energy efficiency and other
energy matters as requested by the governor.
Pruss has most recently served as special
advisor to the governor on renewable energy
and the environment. Prior to joining the
executive office, he served as deputy director
for the DEQ, where he oversaw the environmental services and science, water quality,
and land and water management divisions.
He began his 30-year tenure in state government as an assistant attorney general, ultimately serving as the assistant attorney
general-in-charge of the Consumer
Protection, Anti-Trust and Charitable Trust
Division. He is a graduate of the University
of Michigan and Wayne State University
School of Law. He resides in St. Johns,
Michigan.
The economic impact of renewable
energy is well-documented. The International
Energy Agency estimates that more than $20
trillion will be spent on energy production to
meet demand worldwide over the next 25
years. Another study has found that the renewable energy and energy efficiency industries
have the potential to generate more than $4.5
trillion in revenues and create 40 million jobs
in the United States by 2030.
Executive Order 2008-20 stands unless
rejected by the state Senate and House of
Representatives. It takes effect December 28,
2008.

Looking for a Job? Looking for Employees?
Contact us at 248.276.1777
Employers and jobseekers alike are invited to take advantage of the following FREE services:
Employment Services/Job Seekers
Labor Market Information
Resume Writing Software
Employment Preparation Workshops
Access to the Michigan
Talent Bank Website
Career Training

JobLink Service Center
1847 North Perry, Pontiac, MI 48340
TTY 800.649.3777 or 711

Business Services/Employers
Advertising of job openings
on Michigan Talent Bank
Pre-screening and Assessment
Recruitment of Qualified Applicants
Interview Space
On-site Job Fairs
Operated by Oakland Schools. Funded by Michigan Department of Labor
and Economic Growth through Oakland County Workforce Development
Board 1.800.285.WORKS Auxiliary Aides and Services Available upon request
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Ask A Lawyer
ELECTION PROTECTION IN PONTIAC
By Earlene R. Baggett-Hayes
Black Women Lawyers Association
On Election
Day, voters in
the City of
Pontiac
will
experience the
benefit of being
protected
by
trained attorneys
and law students
who will be
available
to
ensure
that
voting rights of
individuals are
neither violated nor inhibited in any way.
Election Protection is the nation's largest
nonpartisan voter protection coalition representing the full spectrum of American citizens. Election Protection is led by the
Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under
Law. The purpose of Election Protection is to
ensure that every eligible citizen is properly
registered to vote and that all eligible votes
are cast and accurately counted on Election
Day. To ensure that this is the case, Election
Protection has trained thousands of legal
experts and volunteers to monitor polling

places and to address and assist in the resolution of voting issues as they occur.
Under the guise of the Election Protection
program, representatives will operate out of
a local legal command center located at 110
North Perry, in Pontiac, and will dispense
mobilized legal teams throughout the day to
monitor all polling places within the City.
Election Protection helps all American
voters, including traditionally disenfranchised groups, to gain access to the polls and
to overcome any obstacles to voting that may
occur. In Michigan, there have in the past
been particular issues on Election Day, such
as the appropriateness of certain dress at the
polls, foreclosure victims being challenged
on their right to vote, availability of sufficient ballots, as well as other issues.
On Election Day, Election Protection
representatives will be standing by and ready
to respond as issues occur. Voters can call 1866-OUR-VOTE
(1-866-687-8683)
throughout Election Day to receive assistance and to report any and all types of
voting problems or contact the Election
Protection local legal command center at
(248) 454-9660.

CONVICTED FELONS
HAVE A RIGHT TO VOTE
A felon is an individual who has been
convicted of committing a crime. Under
Michigan law, felons are allowed to vote.
Those felons who are restricted from voting
are those who are under confinement, such
as in jail or prison, on Election Day.
Confinement may also include house arrest
or assignment to a tether.
If an individual is in jail awaiting an
arraignment, a preliminary examination, or a
trial, there may be provisions for them to
vote absentee. If the felon has already served
the sentence of confinement, any right to
vote that they may have had prior to confinement continues to exist. If the sentence never
included confinement, the right to vote is
likely to have never been affected. Even an
individual who is currently on probation or
parole can vote.
Although there are many convicted felons
who are of the belief that their voting rights
have been banned permanently, this simply
is not the case. Of course, the requirement
that one is duly registered to vote continues
to exist.
There are a number of changes that have
occurred that may create challenges for indi-

viduals who have not voted on a regular
basis, or over a very long period of time. The
location of the polling place may have been
changed, or the prospective voter may no
longer be listed on the active voting list. Be
sure to ask that the polling place worker
check the inactive list as well. While it is
advisable to have identification at the time of
voting, the lack of identification should not
prevent anyone from voting. The prospective
voter may be asked to sign an affidavit
swearing to the fact that they are who they
say they are. Polling place workers are
trained to assist with this process. Under no
circumstances should any voter be asked to
reveal a social security number.
To summarize, a convicted felon is
legally allowed to vote if:
• You have been charged with a crime, but
not convicted.
• You have been charged with a crime, but
not sentenced.
• You are out of jail or confinement.
• You have been released from confinement
after serving a sentence.
• You are on probation.
• You are on parole.

eP.A.D. Studio

Printing & Design • Rasheed Shabazz - Owner
100 N. Saginaw Suite E
Downtown Pontiac, MI 48342

PRESENTS

248-877-3044

The Monthly Diversity Educational Forum Series
(Native-American Heritage Month)

rasheed@epadstudio.com

TOPIC

Everything for your design and printing needs!

Logos - Flyers - Custom T-Shirts - Brochures

Networking To Ensure Personal & Business Success
SPEAKERS
Terry Bean of Networked Incorporated will share his experiences as a Native American in today's business
world. His ancestry has taught him the importance of networking with others and building relationships.
Terry will be joined by Charlie Wollberg as they show us the keys to successfully networking as a
foundation for ensuring personal and business success. Together Terry and Charlie have developed Motor
City Connect. With over 1,800 members in the Detroit area it is one of the nation's largest hybrid online/faceto-face networking groups.

*******************************************************************************************************

Thursday, November 20, 2008! – Native-American Heritage Month

LARRY JONES
CPA

What:
Monthly
Diversity
Educational
Forum Series
When:

Dr. Harry L. Riggs Building
149 Franklin Blvd
Pontiac, MI 48341

Once a month, the OCEDC features a speaker or a performance depicting the rich
cultural diversity within our community. A sculptor and artist, dance groups, speakers on
Asian heritage, Black history, Native American history, Sikh identity and various other
cultural topics are presented. “The Monthly Diversity Educational Forum Series " is about
learning, growing, and networking together.

November 20, 2008
1:00pm - 3:00pm The Monthly Diversity Educational Forum Series is designed to assist human resource
professionals, diversity managers, and all levels of leaders and managers to develop and
Where:
implement organizational leadership solutions, personal diversity solutions, and public
Oakland County
solutions to move toward full productivity throughout their workforce.
Executive Office
Building 41 West – Participants will learn implementable strategies to assist them with tough issues such as
Conference Center Diversity of Thought, Multiculturalism, Sexual Orientation, Religious Practices,
2100 Pontiac Lake
Generational Diversity, Disabilities and Racism in various forms (overt, covert and
Rd., Waterford, MI
subtle). Participants will leave with world-class solutions, resources, tools, and Diversity48328
based Best Practice examples.

Cost: FREE

(248) 333-7414

Join the Oakland County Employment Diversity Council (OCEDC), in presenting the
Monthly Diversity Educational Forum Series!

With Lunch!

To Register complete the registration form on our website and fax to 248-975-9742, email
russellf@oakgov.com

Sponsorship opportunities are available for this and future events! Call or Email
Frank Russell at OCEDC at (248) 858-5204 russellf@oakgov.com or Andrew Pettress
Register Now!
@ www.ocedc.net at 248-338-1705 apettressco_302@hotmail.com today.
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Voices in the Community

DANGER: NOTICE REQUIREMENTS IN ROADWAY AND BUS CASES

Michael
Hohauser

Most people are
aware that, when an
individual is injured,
that person must bring
his or her claim within
a set period of time.
That is called “a
statute of limitations”.
After a statute of limitations has run, a
person loses his or her
rights with regard to
bringing a claim as a

result of an injury.
There are many statutes of limitations in
Michigan. In order to bring a claim in an
automobile negligence case, the suit must be
filed and placed in the hands of a process
server within three years of the date of the
injury. In order to preserve one's rights to
benefits under the Michigan No Fault Act,
the carrier must be placed on notice within
one year of the date of the injury. The statute
of limitations in product liability is three
years of the date of the injury. The statute of
limitations in medical malpractice is, generally, two years from the date of the malprac-

tice or six months from when one knew or
should have known of the malpractice,
whichever is longer.
There are different statutes of limitations.
Some of the statutes of limitations, such as
the ones involving medical malpractice, are
quite complicated. There may be different
time periods depending upon a person's age,
etc.
But there are other time requirements that
are more subtle. People are not aware of
them. And they can be dangerous. They can
cause you to lose your rights.
For instance, if a person is injured
because of a defect in the bed of a roadway,
that person may be able to bring a claim
against the road commission responsible for
maintenance of that surface. The statute of
limitations with regard to bringing such a
claim is two years from the date of the injury.
However, in addition to the two year statute
of limitations, one must put the appropriate
road commission on notice of the defect and
the injury, giving that road commission
specific information within 120 days after
the date of the injury. Therefore, even
though the statute of limitations is two years,

Ask Elaine.com
By Elaine Smith-Wright
Mrs. Smith-Wright started out as a Mass
Communications major at Oakland University and now
holds a B.A. degree in Nursing Home Administration and
the Certificate of Gerontology and Sociology of the Aging
from Wiley College along with a MBA Degree from East
Texas Baptist University in Management. She also holds a
Certificate in Filmmaking, Screenwriting and Directing
from the Motion Picture Institute of Michigan.

one can lose one's rights if notice isn't given
within 120 days.
For many years in Michigan, the 120 day
notice requirement was tempered by certain
Supreme Court decisions. The Supreme
Court decided that, if the road commission
was not prejudiced by failure of the injured
person to give notice within 120 days, then
the 120 days would not apply. Recently,
however, the Michigan Supreme Court
changed the law. The Supreme Court
decided that the 120 days was absolute. The
road commission had to be notified with all
of the information required in the statute
within 120 days or a person could not bring a
claim, in spite of the fact that the statute of
limitations is two years. This is a disturbing
development. A badly injured person may
not be in a position to even go to a lawyer for
120 days. The person could still be in the
hospital. But the Supreme Court ruled that
the 120 days applies.
Most people (even most lawyers) do not
know that there is an even shorter time
period if a person is injured by a transportation authority bus. Generally, the statute of
limitations with regard to a bus accident is
three years from the date of the injury.
However, there is a statute that requires that
the transportation authority be notified of the
accident facts within 60 days of the accident.
That is an extremely short period of time. If
the Supreme Court logic which applies to
road commissions is extended to transportation authority cases where people are injured
by buses, then there will be a 60 day time

period. Even though the statute of limitations is three years, if notice isn't given
within 60 days, the injured person's rights
would be lost.
In this writer's opinion, the 120 day road
commission requirement is not logical, is not
what the legislature intended, and is a bad
decision. But at least one can understand the
motivation. If a road commission doesn't
receive notice in a timely fashion, it may not
be able to investigate the accident until after
witnesses have been lost, evidence has been
lost or degraded, etc. That logic does not
follow with a bus accident. When a bus is in
an accident, the bus driver is there. The bus
driver knows. The bus driver is required to
both report to his or her supervisor(s) and to
local law enforcement. The investigation is
immediate. Ninety nine percent of the time
the transportation authority's own insurance
adjusting company comes to the scene and
investigates the accident the same day.
Therefore, it makes no sense that a person's
rights are lost if that person gives the transportation authority notice more than 59 days
later. The transportation authority already
knows - usually more than the injured person
knows. But, given the way the Supreme
Court has been deciding cases in the last
eight years, that 60 days may be the law. A
word to the wise is sufficient.
As always, if you should have any questions or concerns on these or other subjects
involving personal injury, please do not hesitate to communicate with me via e-mail at
m_hohauser@yahoo.com.

ENCOURAGER’S CORNER:
©

Dear Elaine:
My friend and I were in love for six years and we just broke up. Now I feel like I'm in
mourning. I've tried to fill my life up with keeping busy and doing things to get my mind
off of him. But it hurts so bad and I miss him so much that I can't eat, I can't sleep and I'm
so depressed. I know he didn't die but it feels like he did. I don't know what else I can do.
He really hurt me and even though deep down inside I want him back, I'm afraid that he will
hurt me again. I just don't trust him. You know what they say: If they cheated on you one
time, they'll cheat on you again! Please tell me what to do.
Signed,
Hurt AND Sad
Dear H and S:
Believe it or not, you are grieving. Plain and simple; losing someone you love hurts. It
takes time to get through it and to get over it. Filling your life up with activities and friends
should help. But most of all, that old saying about time healing all wounds is true especially when a heel wounded all of your time! Time will pass and healing will start to take
place as you begin to change your life so that it revolves around you instead of him. Hang
in there, meditate and if necessary seek out counseling or someone who is very special to
you who you can talk to.
Good Luck!

Knight To King
Chess Hall and Game Room
6 North Saginaw • Downtown Pontiac

For Information Contact Mysti Clanagan at

248-895-1466

REVIVAL - A NEW PONTIAC

A new representation of an old place, a time of reawakening
for this great city Pontiac is what I see happening right in our
very midst. As I pen this article… I do realize that there may be
some that see or have a vision completely opposite of what I have
said and what I will continue to say concerning my birth place. I
see a turn around in city government, in the school district, in
industry and labor and economic development. I do see it, and if
you don't can I ask you to close your eyes and reflect, and
remember the Pontiac of yesterday when the factory were flourishing, when our school district was second to none and when our
government officials could truly agree and represented the
Dianthia Spann
people. See I do recall a great Pontiac. I have not become so
moved by the now, the today that I can't see into our future. I see
a new revived city; one that we can be proud to say this is my home, where my children are
educated and where I know that government has my best interest at heart. Pontiac is my home.
I was born, raised and educated here, and I am excited about its future. How about you, how
do you see it, how excited are you?
I met a young man the other day that I found to be ever so refreshing. I went to the office
of Mr. Sandy McDonald who heads the “Downtown Development Authority” to speak to him
regarding labor and economic development in our city. He was a wealth of information and
one could literally feel his love for the city, the city that he also was raised in. As he spoke
about the opportunities, potential, and where he saw the city going. We met concerning the
Pontiac Summit, I asked about the problem statements listed by the Pontiac Summit
Committee. Mr. McDonald made a statement that represented his positive attitude and his
willingness to work to see change come to this area. He stated that the problem statements
implied no solution, he also suggested that we used words like challenges, which denotes or
signifies achievable goals. With enthusiasm he expressed that our possibilities are enormous.
I am grateful for people like this young man who understands and knows the significance
of teaming to get the job done. So I openly commend you Sir for your effort to move this city
forward, your positive approach and your contagious attitude.
How do we pull everybody together for the development of our community? I believe if we
become men and women with a positive infectious stance to see and make things happen then
is when the manifestation of the new revived Pontiac will be revealed. No big I's or little you's,
not all chiefs and no Indians but a group of individuals that have laid self aside for a greater
good, a group that can bring all information, intellect, and ideas to the table to develop one
plan and then work tenaciously to see the fulfillment of a New Pontiac.
It has been said that “attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference”. Again I ask how
you see our city, where do you see us going and how can you contribute to making the good,
the great a reality. Pontiac needs you!
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Pontiac Central Class of
1968 - 40th Reunion
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AN UNBEATABLE
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Mary Delgado & Friend

ZERO

DOWN!

$7,500

TAX CREDIT

FOR NEW HOMEBUYERS

“We Love Our New Home & Our
Quiet, Peaceful Community.”

Patricia Harper Nelson & Husband Stanley

 100%

N. Telegraph

Ed Zull & Merv Smith

FINANCING
 4.99% APR
 NO CLOSING
COSTS
 FHA LOANS
 VA LOANS

Elizabeth Lake Rd.

NEXT TO
BLOOMFIELD
HILLS!
d
Woo
d
war

W. Huron Rd.

East of Telegraph, On the North side of Elizabeth Lk. Rd.
at 209 Samburu Street Pontiac, Michigan 48341

• Single Family Homes
• Starting at $129,990
• 1,650 to 2,737 Square Feet
• 3 & 4 Bedroom Homes
• Attached Garages
• Quality Built Brick Homes
• See Why City Officials
Choose to Live Here!

Open Daily 12pm - 6pm • Closed Wednesdays & Thursdays
Realtors Welcome
Keith Rouser & Gwen Hodge Gipson

*Payment based on purchase
price of $129,990, $0 Down,
5% Interest Rate, 80/20 Loan.

(248) 758-9725

WWW.STONEGATEPOINTE.COM
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Advertisement Information
Please complete information below if you want to
place an ad in The Pontiac News.

jSubscription Order Form

Name of Business___________________________________

Yes, I would like to receive The Pontiac News at my
( ) Business or ( ) Home ( ) Church
Cost of subscription is $15 annually or .50 per issue

Business Address ___________________________________

Company______________________________________________

Name and Title of Authorized Person
__________________________________________________
Telephone # _______________________________________

Name_________________________________________________

Fax_______________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________

Email ____________________________________________

City/State/Zip__________________________________________

Website Address ____________________________________
Telephone #______________________Fax # _________________
Email Address__________________________________________
Website Address________________________________________

Ads should be submitted in a Word, jpg, pdf, or tiff and payment must
accompany ad. Deadline for submission of ad copy is 2 weeks prior to
publication date (See Media Kit for ad size, cost, publication dates and
related information).

Mail completed Subscription or Ad Form to: The Pontiac News - P.O. Box 431412 - Suite 1, Pontiac, Michigan 48343.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CONTRIBUTING WRITER, OR DISTRIBUTOR OF TPN PLEASE
CONTACT US IMMEDIATELY! Email thepontiacnews@sbcglobal.net Phone - 248-758-1411 - www.thepontiacnews.com
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#ELECT#
RICHARD TERRELL TAYLOR
50th District Court Judge
“Fairness and Justice
for Our Community”
Education
• Pontiac Central - Honor Student 1984
• University of Michigan - B.A. Political Science 1988
• University of Detroit/Mercy - Juris Doctorate 1995

Experience
•
•
•
•

Law Offices of Richard T. Taylor, P.C.
Associate Attorney - Law Firm of Hatchett, Dewalt & Hatchett, PLLC
Associate Attorney - Bloomfield Law Center
Oakland County’s Children’s Village - Youth Specialist II

Endorsed By:
UAW Region 1
Oakland Press
Oakland County Ministeral Alliance
Elbert Hatchett, Esq.
Cyril Hall, Esq.
Hon. Brian W. MacKenzie
Chief Judge, 52-1 District Court
Hon. Steven A. Andrews
Circuit Court Judge
Jeffrey A. Taylor, Esq.
Moneka Sanford, Esq.
Angelina Thomas, Esq.

Community Service

We the members of the Judiciary endorse Richard Taylorf or Judge of
the 50th District Court for the City of Pontiac.
As a regular practitioner before each of us, we can say first hand that
Richard Taylor possesses the highest levels of professionalism, even
temperment and moral character. Without reservation, we believe
Richard Taylor would bring a wealth and diversity of experience to one
of the busiest courts in Oakland County.

VOTE RICHARD TAYLOR
November 4, 2008
Leon Jukowski,Esq.,Richard Taylor,Tim Melton,
State Representative

Judge Michael Martinez
50th District Court
Judge Cynthia Thomas-Walker
50th District Court

Judge Leo Bowman
Oakland County Circuit Court
Chief Judge Preston G. Thomas
50th District Court

Paid for by the committee to elect Richard T. Taylor 50th District Court Judge - 7 N. Saginaw, Pontiac MI 48341
www.richardtaylor4judge.homestead.com
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